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From unusual cold to high temperatures, from tsunamis
to tornadoes, fi re to drought, our weather-related 
events are becoming more extreme.  Whether you are a 
climate change believer or denier, being a good steward 
of our environment makes sense and our actions must 
address the changes that we see.  This year’s General
Assembly will address how the South Bay will be
affected by the increasing costs of scarce resources, what 
it will mean to our economy and even to our health.
We will learn from expert speakers on how the cities 
can become prepared focusing on what we can control 
and what may be beyond our control.
This important topic will be the focus of the
15th Annual SBCCOG Annual General Assembly
on Friday, February 28, 2014 from 8:30 am
(registration and exhibits) to 2:30 pm at the Juanita 
Millender-McDonald Community Center in Carson.  
The event is free to the public and paid for through our 
sponsorships.  All that is required to attend is to RSVP 
at www.southbaycities.org

Our confi rmed line-up of expert speakers so far:
Jonathan Parfrey will provide an overview of the 
research results done by UCLA which focus on how 
changing climate events will impact different parts of 
our region.  It will bring this issue to our front door.
Mr. Parfrey is Executive Director of Climate Resolve and
a founder of the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative 
for Climate Action and Sustainability of which the 
SBCCOG is a member.  He served as a commissioner 
on the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
under Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.
Dr. J.R. DeShazo will address how the South Bay 
should interpret the research of impacts to our region 
and help us understand the economic impacts and 
ways to keep our area climate resilient.
Dr. DeShazo is the Director of the Luskin Center 
for Innovation at the University of California at Los 
Angeles.  He also is a Professor and Vice Chair of the 
Department of Public Policy in the Luskin School of

FEBRUARY 28,  2014 –  SAVE THE DATEFEBRUARY 28,  2014 –  SAVE THE DATE
FOR OUR 15FOR OUR 15 THTH ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

WHY MUST WE CARE?WHY MUST WE CARE?
THE COST OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES TO THE SOUTH BAYTHE COST OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES TO THE SOUTH BAY

C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R
All meetings are open to the public

February
 5 Measure R Oversight Committee
 10 Steering Committee
 11 GIS Working Group
 19 Infrastructure Working Group
 20 Economic Development
  Roundtable
 28 General Assembly

March
 5 Measure R Oversight Committee
 10 Steering Committee
 11 GIS Working Group
 19 Infrastructure Working Group
  Livable Communities
  Working Group
 27 Board of Directors

April
 2 Measure R Oversight Committee
 8 GIS Working Group
 14 Steering Committee
 16 Infrastructure Working Group
  Livable Communities
  Working Group
 17 Economic Development
  Roundtable
 24 Board of Directors

Contact jacki@southbaycities.org
for further information.

Juliette Finzi Hart, Ph.D.
Thalassa Research and Consulting, LLC, Manhattan Beach, CA
& faculty member in the USC Marine Environmental Biology program

The South Bay cities are leading the Los Angeles region in their efforts to tackle climate change. 
In collaboration with its member cities, the SBCCOG helped communities conduct greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions inventories for the years 2005 and 2007 for both government operations and 
communitywide activities. Recently, the region received a grant from SCE to update these inventories 
and develop climate action plans. The SBCCOG, working in communities around the South Bay is 
promoting electric vehicles which have the dual impact of improving air quality while also reducing 
carbon tailpipe emissions. These actions taken to minimize the South Bay’s contribution to climate 
change are commonly referred to as “mitigation.”

Communities are also beginning to acknowledge that climate change is happening and the impacts 
are real and imminent; these communities therefore now are beginning to plan for these potential 
impacts through “adaptation.”  The United National Framework Convention on Climate Change 
defi nes adaptation as “actions taken to help communities and ecosystems cope with changing climate 
conditions.” South Bay coastal communities, through a regional grant from the California Ocean 
Protection Council and led by the City of Santa Monica, will begin planning for sea level rise and 
associated coastal impacts in the coming year. South Bay cities also participate in the Los Angeles
Regional Collaborative for Climate Action and Sustainability (or LARC), which has just begun 
development of a regional climate action planning framework that will incorporate adaptation best 
practices.

With all this focus on preparing for the impacts of climate change, some may ask the question: is it 
still necessary to expend resources on mitigation efforts? The answer to this is an unequivocal ‘yes’ 
and is closely linked to the concept of uncertainty that dominates so much of the political discourse 
surrounding climate change today.

When scientists discuss the uncertainty in climate change, they are not debating whether or not
climate change is happening or will happen in the future. Instead, they are debating the potential
severity of the impacts. And that severity is entirely dependent on the actions we take today in
minimizing our contributions to climate change. Scientists and policy-makers have identifi ed
several scenarios by which to study climate impacts. The most commonly discussed are the
“business-as-usual” scenario, in which we continue to operate as we already do and do not take
any measures to reduce GHG emissions and the “best-case” scenario, in which we drastically limit 
carbon emissions. Scientifi c models use these scenarios to identify various possible futures.

For instance, in the 2011 West Coast sea-level rise study conducted by the National Research
Council, estimates of sea-level rise along the Los Angeles coastline vary from 5 – 24 inches above
current sea level by the year 2050. Under the “best-case” scenario, we can anticipate approximately 
fi ve inches of sea level rise; under the “business-as-usual” scenario, we could see as much as
24 inches of sea level rise. Certainly, planning for an increase of fi ve inches of sea level is much
more manageable for coastal communities than planning for 24 inches. So, what we will have to 
adapt to is intricately linked to how well we continue to mitigate our impact now.

Beyond impacts we observe in our own cities and along our own coast, climate change-related impacts 
that happen a great distance away also can result in localized impacts. In 2011, Thailand experienced 
the worst monsoonal fl ooding in 50 years. Some 10,000 computer supply and electronic car part 
manufacturing factories were forced to close, and 350,000 workers lost their jobs.  This was a tragedy 
locally, but also had impacts reaching the shores of California. Western Digital factories in Thailand 
provided 60% of essential hard drive components, critically impacting the Silicon Valley enterprise. 
One estimate predicted a 10% increase in the price of external hard drives the following year due to 
the fl ooding. Thus, while the impact happened far from our shores, it had rebounding impacts locally 
as well.
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The story of Hawthorne, California is a colorful one indeed.
It is one full of achievers who have gone on to change America as 
we know it today. The dreams and creative ideas of those who have 
gotten their start in the City of Good Neighbors is nothing
short of remarkable. Very few cities in America can claim a “hall
of fame” of native sons and daughters as this small suburb. The 
history behind these society changers is one that is not well 
known. The story of Hawthorne, the incubator of Americana,
is now being told and
preserved by the
Hawthorne Historical
Society at the new 
Hawthorne
Historical Museum.

More than 1,300
photos, historical
documents and 
artifacts are displayed 
in the small museum 
located at 4440 W. 126th Street, across the parking lot from the 
Hawthorne Library. Entertainers such as The Beach Boys, Chris 
Montez, Emitt Rhodes, Sonny Bono and the Beatles’ George
Harrison all made their mark in Hawthorne.

Professional athletes including past Cy Young winner Mike 
Scott of the Houston Astros, past Major League Baseball batting 
champion George Foster, NFL Hall of Fame lineman Ron Mix, 
former Olympian and fi rst National Football League President 
Jim Thorpe, and in more recent years Dorell Wright and Russell 
Westbrooke of the NBA, are just a sampling of the talent that
has come out of Leuzinger and Hawthorne High Schools.

A plastic Santa Claus with a bullet hole through his head stands in 
the museum as a reminder of the 1971 foiled attempt to steal guns 
and ammunition from Western Surplus by the notorious Charles 
Manson Gang. 

Movie stars from the age of silent fi lms up to more recent years in-
clude Betta St. John, Lee Auburn, Vola Vale, and of course Norma 
Jean Baker who was raised in a Hawthorne foster home before 
evolving into the most recognized woman in the world known as 
Marilyn Monroe.

Corporations that had Hawthorne roots include Max Factor,
Mattel, Northrop Grumman, NCR, Vought Aircraft (now
Triumph Industries), and starting in 2007 SpaceX headed up
by the ultimate entrepreneur Elon Musk. More than 3,000
employees work at the Hawthorne manufacturing facility along 
Jack Northrop Avenue producing rocket engines, spacecraft and 
launch vehicles that are revolutionizing space travel.

Who are these people? What was it that drove them to fame?
Delving into these questions 
while celebrating the City’s
90th year of incorporation is 
fostering a deeper sense of
civic pride at the Hawthorne
Historical Museum.

Discover the Hawthorne
Historic Museum at
4440 W. 126th Street,
Hawthorne, and for more
information visit:
www.hawthornehistoric.com

The new museum is located in a portion of 
the former police station

Aviation artifacts on display 

Comprehensive climate change planning by municipalities must
therefore include both actions to minimize our contribution to
climate change – mitigation -- as well as actions to cope with
changing climatic conditions -- adaptation.  How effective we are
in trying to slow our role in climate change now has an immediate
and direct impact on what we will have to plan for and adapt to in
the future.  Moreover, as communities consider different mitigation
or adaptation strategies, it is equally important to consider how one
will impact another. Developing adaptation strategies that potentially
increase GHG emissions is counter-effective in the long term. As the 
South Bay cities start the process of updating their GHG inventories 
and their Climate Action Plans, it is critical that they understand that 
adaptation and mitigation need to go hand in hand.

For more information: go to:
http://southbaycities.org/news/Juliette-Finzi-Hart-Article C o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  5 
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On November 21, 2013, the City of Torrance hosted a
delegation of fi ve city Environmental Protection Department 
Directors from Jiangxi Province in southeast China.  SBCCOG 
Executive Director Jacki Bacharach and Deputy Director Kim
Fuentes were invited to make a presentation on the Environmental
Services Center’s programs and services. Afterward, the group
engaged in a lively Q and A session, bridging almost 7,000 miles
of physical distance with a common interest in making cities 
healthy and sustainable. Shown with the Jiangxi Directors,
starting second from right, going left: Kim Fuentes, Domenica 
Megerdichian of the City of Torrance, and Jacki Bacharach.

NEW HISTORICAL MUSEUM FOSTERSNEW HISTORICAL MUSEUM FOSTERS
CIVIC PRIDE IN HAWTHORNECIVIC PRIDE IN HAWTHORNE
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The community of El Segundo and beyond will always
be welcomed with open arms and creative activities at the
education-focused El Segundo Museum of Art. The non-profi t 
art laboratory plans a full year of fun events and activities for 
2014.

Family-Fun Days will be offered with hands-on projects to
engage all ages with family-friendly gallery tours, scavenger
hunts and activities designed for families to work and play
together. Lip-smacking food and hands-on culinary technique
will be offered in 2014 with an adult participatory program 
at ESMoA in conjunction with ArtBites. Led by Maite Gomez-
Rejón, participants will prepare and enjoy a seasonal meal 
inspired byESMoA’s current art experience. A favorite of 2013 
will also be continued: Life Drawing Sessions. Free sessions 
with live models and free materials for the public on a fi rst 
come, fi rst served basis. Other activities include meditation, 
yoga classes, cultural immersion in conjunction with current 
ESMoA art experiences and Movie Nights.

New on the agenda for this year are also an extension of the 
ESMoA School Program to include free busses to LA-area
Title 1 schools, a toddler Program, a K-12 summer camp
during the art experience SCRATCH, a graffi ti Experience in 
collaboration with the Getty Research Institute and a large 
scale program devoted to teacher professional development. 

Knowledgeable volunteers will always be on hand to answer 
questions and facilitate activities.

In a word: Cool.

The brainchild of art collectors Eva and Brian Sweeney,

ESMoA is a functional art space designed to involve the
community of El Segundo and beyond. Provocative, fresh
and nimble, the museum embraces and encourages everyone 
to share in evolving experiences based on three pillars of
artistic exchange: an artwork dialogue; a cultural exchange;
and an ongoing artist-in-residence program. Presentations
are clear, unpretentious and functional, and focused on
matters concerning the arts.

Art isn’t the only thing that dazzles and inspires at ESMoA. 
Have a peek past the regularly rotating art experiences and 
discover the multi-functional architecture and design that 
integrate aesthetics and performance into the art laboratory.

Set squeezed into a property that was once a drive-through
alley, the building was designed by ESMoA co-founder Eva 
Sweeney with help from John Milander Architects and 
Specialized Construction, who together made maximum 
use of the distinctly snug space. The adjacent former post 
offi ce was modifi ed to allow the art laboratory to optimize 
its 25-foot-wide lot by maximizing its footprint and height in 
keeping with the local zoning code. Chevron donated the 
required parking spots on its nearby lot, further enabling the 
art laboratory to stretch out.

Inside, the main exhibition space of ESMoA is laid out
beneath 25-foot-tall ceilings. The museum curator calls it
“super-functional” when transformed for art experiences.
But no matter what art experience is offered inside,
ESMoA always aims to spread the spark of creativity in
El Segundo and beyond.

ESMoA is located at 208 Main Street, and admission is free.
For more information visit www.esmoa.org, or call (424) 277-1020

The SBCCOG, in partnership with Southern California Edison and Los Angeles County, is now providing ‘Utility 
Monitoring Tools’ to the South Bay cities.  The Enterprise Energy Management Information System (EEMIS) is an
energy management tool which provides energy information to municipal energy managers, facility managers, and
fi nancial managers.  EEMIS gives cities analytic tools to monitor energy usage and cost, using a portfolio management
approach. Through EEMIS each SBCCOG member city is able to monitor their energy use and energy cost from a web-
site.  Utility bill monitoring is automated through a managed fi le transfer between Southern California Edison and the 
Los Angeles County EEMIS data servers. This information is compiled and sorted to provide analytical reports that track 
cost and consumption over time.

When cities log on to the EEMIS website, they are able to access an easy to use ‘tree’ structure that allows them to sort 
data by facility type, location, account type, city fi nance group, and city department, among other categories.  A user can 
run reports and see what the recent trends are within a chosen facility or within groups of facilities.  Unlike other tools 
offered through Southern California Edison, this Utility Monitoring Tool is able to track every utility account paid by 
the city, not just the largest facilities.  Additionally with automated bill monitoring, EEMIS offers a suite of accounting 
tools that allow users to track bill payments, verify they are not being overcharged and assess the reasons behind changes 
in utility costs.  This robust set of analysis tools include tools for accounting, benchmarking, building maintenance,
greenhouse gas reporting and more.

The launch of the tool provides a level of energy management sophistication previously unavailable to the South Bay cities.
EEMIS will help South Bay cities lower their annual operating costs while also reducing their energy consumption.

The EEMIS system was established by LA County in the early 2000s.  It was launched in the South Bay over the 2013 
summer and continues to be refi ned every week but is now fully functional.    For further information regarding EEMIS, 
please contact Kim Fuentes  at (310) 371-7222. 

ESMoA Streetfront on Main Street

THANKS TO SBESC VOLUNTEERSTHANKS TO SBESC VOLUNTEERS

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) held a reception on November 21, 2013 to honor our South Bay
Environmental Services Center (SBESC) volunteers and specifi cally those who have provided more than 100 hours of service.  Volunteers
were honored by the SBCCOG Board members and offi ces of our State and Federal legislators for contributing over 10,000 hours supporting
staff in educating and reaching out to South Bay businesses, residents and public agencies about the importance of energy effi ciency 
and water conservation as well as exploring different transportation options such as vanpooling. Several of the volunteers have also been 
recognized by the councilmembers in the cities in which they live.

Volunteers staff exhibits at community outreach events and help with inventory maintenance, labeling brochures, data input, preparing 
materials for workshops and events as well as assisting staff with meetings and special events.  There is no way that the SBCCOG could 
have achieved and maintained our extensive program without the help of our dedicated volunteers.   November - Thanksgiving month
is our time to say ‘thank you’. Having volunteers allows us to have more hands and bodies to reach farther into 
the South Bay community. They add value to the center’s efforts in improving the quality of life for those who 
live, play and work in the South Bay.

The South Bay Environmental Services Center (SBESC) welcomes all participation and is happy to accommodate
regular hours or fl exible schedules. For more information, please visit our website at www.sbesc.com or contact 
Volunteer Coordinator, Martha Segovia, at 310-371-7222 Volunteer applications can be found at
www.sbesc.com/about/volunteer/volunteer application.

Left to right: Lawndale Councilmember Robert Pullen-Miles, Volunteer Larry Sidor, Volunteer Christine Portela , Volunteer Amanda Maki, Volunteer 
Ingrid Nugent, City of Inglewood Councilmember Ralph Franklin, Volunteer Dan Inskeep, Volunteer Nancy Goodson, Volunteer Daniel Monteverde, 
Volunteer Kathy Young , Volunteer Miguel Vasquez, Volunteer Vibha Joshi , Volunteer Roberto Concha, Volunteer Nirja Patwa,  SBESC Volunteer 
Coordinator Martha Segovia, SBCCOG Executive Director Jacki Bacharach, City of Lawndale Councilmember James H. Osborne, Palos Verdes Estates 
Mayor James F. Goodhart, West Basin Water Effi ciency Specialist Elise Goldman, and SoCalGas Program Advisor Ann Teall (not pictured: Volunteer 
JoAnne Uhrinak and Volunteer Ida Hanson)

Museum interior space

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com

Over three days, starting November 18, the SBCCOG served 
a total of 255 Southern California Edison customer households 
who exchanged up to 2 strands of old energy guzzling incandescent 
lights for up to 2 strands of new LED holiday lights.

The LED lights use 80% less electricity and cost less than a dollar 
per season to operate, and have a relatively long life span (20,000 
hour average life).  LED lights are also safe in that they stay cool
to the touch, no matter how long they have been on.

Most people exchanged two strands but some took only one,
allowing more households to experience the new LED
technology and enjoy a safer, less expensive and more energy
effi cient holiday season. 

This event drew interest from several media outlets, and was
aired on KCAL Channel 9 TV, NTD Chinese Cable TV,
Torrance CitiCABLE and KNX Radio and posted in PATCH pub-
lications in Redondo Beach, Palos Verdes, Hermosa Beach
and Manhattan Beach.

Our thanks go to the Southern California Edison Company, which 
supplied the LED lights as well as the SBESC staff and volunteers 
who made the event run smoothly, especially Miguel Vasquez who
delivered all of the old incandescent lights to ECOTECH Recycling
for E-Waste, located at 1926 Del Amo Boulevard, in Torrance.

Encouraged by strong interest in the program, starting January 
1, 2014, the SBESC staff will be looking for funding sources to 
increase the number of 
LED lights that can be 
provided in the 2014 
Holiday Light Exchange.
If you know of a company
or organization that 
would like to co-sponsor 
this event next year, 
please contact Marilyn 
Lyon at (310) 371-7222.

HOLIDAY LIGHT EXCHANGE -  A GLOWING SUCCESSHOLIDAY LIGHT EXCHANGE -  A GLOWING SUCCESS

Public Affairs at UCLA, where he is an expert in
economics, public fi nance, and organizational governance.
Nationally known Dr. Jonathan Fielding, the Director of 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, will 
help to translate how the changes to our environment 
will affect our health and what local government services 
might be required.  Dr. Fielding is responsible for all public 
health functions for the County’s 10 million residents. He 
chairs the US Community Preventive Services Task Force 
and was a founding member of the US Clinical Preventive 
Services Task Force. He also chairs the Secretary’s Advisory 
Committee on National Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention Objectives for 2020 and was appointed to the 
California Department of Public Health Advisory Board.
Returning to our General Assembly where he spoke and 
was very well received in 2007 is Dan Sturges.  He will 
speak on the cost of gas and how our traditional mobility
choices will serve us in the future as well as possible alter-
nate mobility strategies that might help us adapt to
a changing environment.
Executive Director of the Southern California Water
Committee Richard Atwater will provide his perspective
on the supply and quality of our water in an environment 
of climate change.

And Michael McCormick from the state Offi ce of Planning
and Research will be putting into context how local actions
reinforce and advance the goals of the State in both the
areas of climate action planning and climate adaptation.
Invitations are out to several other speakers who will be 
announced in our publicity and on our website as soon as 
they confi rm so be sure to check @ www.southbaycities.org 
for updates as well as to RSVP.
As at each of our General Assemblies, there will be an
exhibit area for our sponsors and we are also asking our 
state and federal legislators to share their time with us in 
that area as well.  The exhibit area will be open from 8:30 
am to 9:55 am and then again at lunch.  
And we have invited all of the former chairs of the SBCCOG
to attend and be recognized as we briefl y review the last
15 years of great General Assemblies and prepare for the 
SBCCOG’s 20th Birthday next year.
On page one of this newsletter is also a list of the sponsors 
for this event.  Because of them, the event is free but we do 
require registration so that we can accommodate everyone.
Sponsorships are still being accepted.  If you are interested, 
please contact lisa @www.southbaycities.org.
Hope to see you there!
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materials for workshops and events as well as assisting staff with meetings and special events.  There is no way that the SBCCOG could 
have achieved and maintained our extensive program without the help of our dedicated volunteers.   November - Thanksgiving month
is our time to say ‘thank you’. Having volunteers allows us to have more hands and bodies to reach farther into 
the South Bay community. They add value to the center’s efforts in improving the quality of life for those who 
live, play and work in the South Bay.

The South Bay Environmental Services Center (SBESC) welcomes all participation and is happy to accommodate
regular hours or fl exible schedules. For more information, please visit our website at www.sbesc.com or contact 
Volunteer Coordinator, Martha Segovia, at 310-371-7222 Volunteer applications can be found at
www.sbesc.com/about/volunteer/volunteer application.

Left to right: Lawndale Councilmember Robert Pullen-Miles, Volunteer Larry Sidor, Volunteer Christine Portela , Volunteer Amanda Maki, Volunteer 
Ingrid Nugent, City of Inglewood Councilmember Ralph Franklin, Volunteer Dan Inskeep, Volunteer Nancy Goodson, Volunteer Daniel Monteverde, 
Volunteer Kathy Young , Volunteer Miguel Vasquez, Volunteer Vibha Joshi , Volunteer Roberto Concha, Volunteer Nirja Patwa,  SBESC Volunteer 
Coordinator Martha Segovia, SBCCOG Executive Director Jacki Bacharach, City of Lawndale Councilmember James H. Osborne, Palos Verdes Estates 
Mayor James F. Goodhart, West Basin Water Effi ciency Specialist Elise Goldman, and SoCalGas Program Advisor Ann Teall (not pictured: Volunteer 
JoAnne Uhrinak and Volunteer Ida Hanson)

Museum interior space

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com

Over three days, starting November 18, the SBCCOG served 
a total of 255 Southern California Edison customer households 
who exchanged up to 2 strands of old energy guzzling incandescent 
lights for up to 2 strands of new LED holiday lights.

The LED lights use 80% less electricity and cost less than a dollar 
per season to operate, and have a relatively long life span (20,000 
hour average life).  LED lights are also safe in that they stay cool
to the touch, no matter how long they have been on.

Most people exchanged two strands but some took only one,
allowing more households to experience the new LED
technology and enjoy a safer, less expensive and more energy
effi cient holiday season. 

This event drew interest from several media outlets, and was
aired on KCAL Channel 9 TV, NTD Chinese Cable TV,
Torrance CitiCABLE and KNX Radio and posted in PATCH pub-
lications in Redondo Beach, Palos Verdes, Hermosa Beach
and Manhattan Beach.

Our thanks go to the Southern California Edison Company, which 
supplied the LED lights as well as the SBESC staff and volunteers 
who made the event run smoothly, especially Miguel Vasquez who
delivered all of the old incandescent lights to ECOTECH Recycling
for E-Waste, located at 1926 Del Amo Boulevard, in Torrance.

Encouraged by strong interest in the program, starting January 
1, 2014, the SBESC staff will be looking for funding sources to 
increase the number of 
LED lights that can be 
provided in the 2014 
Holiday Light Exchange.
If you know of a company
or organization that 
would like to co-sponsor 
this event next year, 
please contact Marilyn 
Lyon at (310) 371-7222.

HOLIDAY LIGHT EXCHANGE -  A GLOWING SUCCESSHOLIDAY LIGHT EXCHANGE -  A GLOWING SUCCESS

Public Affairs at UCLA, where he is an expert in
economics, public fi nance, and organizational governance.
Nationally known Dr. Jonathan Fielding, the Director of 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, will 
help to translate how the changes to our environment 
will affect our health and what local government services 
might be required.  Dr. Fielding is responsible for all public 
health functions for the County’s 10 million residents. He 
chairs the US Community Preventive Services Task Force 
and was a founding member of the US Clinical Preventive 
Services Task Force. He also chairs the Secretary’s Advisory 
Committee on National Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention Objectives for 2020 and was appointed to the 
California Department of Public Health Advisory Board.
Returning to our General Assembly where he spoke and 
was very well received in 2007 is Dan Sturges.  He will 
speak on the cost of gas and how our traditional mobility
choices will serve us in the future as well as possible alter-
nate mobility strategies that might help us adapt to
a changing environment.
Executive Director of the Southern California Water
Committee Richard Atwater will provide his perspective
on the supply and quality of our water in an environment 
of climate change.

And Michael McCormick from the state Offi ce of Planning
and Research will be putting into context how local actions
reinforce and advance the goals of the State in both the
areas of climate action planning and climate adaptation.
Invitations are out to several other speakers who will be 
announced in our publicity and on our website as soon as 
they confi rm so be sure to check @ www.southbaycities.org 
for updates as well as to RSVP.
As at each of our General Assemblies, there will be an
exhibit area for our sponsors and we are also asking our 
state and federal legislators to share their time with us in 
that area as well.  The exhibit area will be open from 8:30 
am to 9:55 am and then again at lunch.  
And we have invited all of the former chairs of the SBCCOG
to attend and be recognized as we briefl y review the last
15 years of great General Assemblies and prepare for the 
SBCCOG’s 20th Birthday next year.
On page one of this newsletter is also a list of the sponsors 
for this event.  Because of them, the event is free but we do 
require registration so that we can accommodate everyone.
Sponsorships are still being accepted.  If you are interested, 
please contact lisa @www.southbaycities.org.
Hope to see you there!
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COMMUNITY COMES FIRSTCOMMUNITY COMES FIRST
AT THE EL SEGUNDO MUSEUM OF ARTAT THE EL SEGUNDO MUSEUM OF ART

ENERGY MANAGEMENT TOOL NOWENERGY MANAGEMENT TOOL NOW
AVAILABLE TO SOUTH BAY CITIESAVAILABLE TO SOUTH BAY CITIES

The community of El Segundo and beyond will always
be welcomed with open arms and creative activities at the
education-focused El Segundo Museum of Art. The non-profi t 
art laboratory plans a full year of fun events and activities for 
2014.

Family-Fun Days will be offered with hands-on projects to
engage all ages with family-friendly gallery tours, scavenger
hunts and activities designed for families to work and play
together. Lip-smacking food and hands-on culinary technique
will be offered in 2014 with an adult participatory program 
at ESMoA in conjunction with ArtBites. Led by Maite Gomez-
Rejón, participants will prepare and enjoy a seasonal meal 
inspired byESMoA’s current art experience. A favorite of 2013 
will also be continued: Life Drawing Sessions. Free sessions 
with live models and free materials for the public on a fi rst 
come, fi rst served basis. Other activities include meditation, 
yoga classes, cultural immersion in conjunction with current 
ESMoA art experiences and Movie Nights.

New on the agenda for this year are also an extension of the 
ESMoA School Program to include free busses to LA-area
Title 1 schools, a toddler Program, a K-12 summer camp
during the art experience SCRATCH, a graffi ti Experience in 
collaboration with the Getty Research Institute and a large 
scale program devoted to teacher professional development. 

Knowledgeable volunteers will always be on hand to answer 
questions and facilitate activities.

In a word: Cool.

The brainchild of art collectors Eva and Brian Sweeney,

ESMoA is a functional art space designed to involve the
community of El Segundo and beyond. Provocative, fresh
and nimble, the museum embraces and encourages everyone 
to share in evolving experiences based on three pillars of
artistic exchange: an artwork dialogue; a cultural exchange;
and an ongoing artist-in-residence program. Presentations
are clear, unpretentious and functional, and focused on
matters concerning the arts.

Art isn’t the only thing that dazzles and inspires at ESMoA. 
Have a peek past the regularly rotating art experiences and 
discover the multi-functional architecture and design that 
integrate aesthetics and performance into the art laboratory.

Set squeezed into a property that was once a drive-through
alley, the building was designed by ESMoA co-founder Eva 
Sweeney with help from John Milander Architects and 
Specialized Construction, who together made maximum 
use of the distinctly snug space. The adjacent former post 
offi ce was modifi ed to allow the art laboratory to optimize 
its 25-foot-wide lot by maximizing its footprint and height in 
keeping with the local zoning code. Chevron donated the 
required parking spots on its nearby lot, further enabling the 
art laboratory to stretch out.

Inside, the main exhibition space of ESMoA is laid out
beneath 25-foot-tall ceilings. The museum curator calls it
“super-functional” when transformed for art experiences.
But no matter what art experience is offered inside,
ESMoA always aims to spread the spark of creativity in
El Segundo and beyond.

ESMoA is located at 208 Main Street, and admission is free.
For more information visit www.esmoa.org, or call (424) 277-1020

The SBCCOG, in partnership with Southern California Edison and Los Angeles County, is now providing ‘Utility 
Monitoring Tools’ to the South Bay cities.  The Enterprise Energy Management Information System (EEMIS) is an
energy management tool which provides energy information to municipal energy managers, facility managers, and
fi nancial managers.  EEMIS gives cities analytic tools to monitor energy usage and cost, using a portfolio management
approach. Through EEMIS each SBCCOG member city is able to monitor their energy use and energy cost from a web-
site.  Utility bill monitoring is automated through a managed fi le transfer between Southern California Edison and the 
Los Angeles County EEMIS data servers. This information is compiled and sorted to provide analytical reports that track 
cost and consumption over time.

When cities log on to the EEMIS website, they are able to access an easy to use ‘tree’ structure that allows them to sort 
data by facility type, location, account type, city fi nance group, and city department, among other categories.  A user can 
run reports and see what the recent trends are within a chosen facility or within groups of facilities.  Unlike other tools 
offered through Southern California Edison, this Utility Monitoring Tool is able to track every utility account paid by 
the city, not just the largest facilities.  Additionally with automated bill monitoring, EEMIS offers a suite of accounting 
tools that allow users to track bill payments, verify they are not being overcharged and assess the reasons behind changes 
in utility costs.  This robust set of analysis tools include tools for accounting, benchmarking, building maintenance,
greenhouse gas reporting and more.

The launch of the tool provides a level of energy management sophistication previously unavailable to the South Bay cities.
EEMIS will help South Bay cities lower their annual operating costs while also reducing their energy consumption.

The EEMIS system was established by LA County in the early 2000s.  It was launched in the South Bay over the 2013 
summer and continues to be refi ned every week but is now fully functional.    For further information regarding EEMIS, 
please contact Kim Fuentes  at (310) 371-7222. 

ESMoA Streetfront on Main Street

THANKS TO SBESC VOLUNTEERSTHANKS TO SBESC VOLUNTEERS

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) held a reception on November 21, 2013 to honor our South Bay
Environmental Services Center (SBESC) volunteers and specifi cally those who have provided more than 100 hours of service.  Volunteers
were honored by the SBCCOG Board members and offi ces of our State and Federal legislators for contributing over 10,000 hours supporting
staff in educating and reaching out to South Bay businesses, residents and public agencies about the importance of energy effi ciency 
and water conservation as well as exploring different transportation options such as vanpooling. Several of the volunteers have also been 
recognized by the councilmembers in the cities in which they live.

Volunteers staff exhibits at community outreach events and help with inventory maintenance, labeling brochures, data input, preparing 
materials for workshops and events as well as assisting staff with meetings and special events.  There is no way that the SBCCOG could 
have achieved and maintained our extensive program without the help of our dedicated volunteers.   November - Thanksgiving month
is our time to say ‘thank you’. Having volunteers allows us to have more hands and bodies to reach farther into 
the South Bay community. They add value to the center’s efforts in improving the quality of life for those who 
live, play and work in the South Bay.

The South Bay Environmental Services Center (SBESC) welcomes all participation and is happy to accommodate
regular hours or fl exible schedules. For more information, please visit our website at www.sbesc.com or contact 
Volunteer Coordinator, Martha Segovia, at 310-371-7222 Volunteer applications can be found at
www.sbesc.com/about/volunteer/volunteer application.

Left to right: Lawndale Councilmember Robert Pullen-Miles, Volunteer Larry Sidor, Volunteer Christine Portela , Volunteer Amanda Maki, Volunteer 
Ingrid Nugent, City of Inglewood Councilmember Ralph Franklin, Volunteer Dan Inskeep, Volunteer Nancy Goodson, Volunteer Daniel Monteverde, 
Volunteer Kathy Young , Volunteer Miguel Vasquez, Volunteer Vibha Joshi , Volunteer Roberto Concha, Volunteer Nirja Patwa,  SBESC Volunteer 
Coordinator Martha Segovia, SBCCOG Executive Director Jacki Bacharach, City of Lawndale Councilmember James H. Osborne, Palos Verdes Estates 
Mayor James F. Goodhart, West Basin Water Effi ciency Specialist Elise Goldman, and SoCalGas Program Advisor Ann Teall (not pictured: Volunteer 
JoAnne Uhrinak and Volunteer Ida Hanson)

Museum interior space

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com

Over three days, starting November 18, the SBCCOG served 
a total of 255 Southern California Edison customer households 
who exchanged up to 2 strands of old energy guzzling incandescent 
lights for up to 2 strands of new LED holiday lights.

The LED lights use 80% less electricity and cost less than a dollar 
per season to operate, and have a relatively long life span (20,000 
hour average life).  LED lights are also safe in that they stay cool
to the touch, no matter how long they have been on.

Most people exchanged two strands but some took only one,
allowing more households to experience the new LED
technology and enjoy a safer, less expensive and more energy
effi cient holiday season. 

This event drew interest from several media outlets, and was
aired on KCAL Channel 9 TV, NTD Chinese Cable TV,
Torrance CitiCABLE and KNX Radio and posted in PATCH pub-
lications in Redondo Beach, Palos Verdes, Hermosa Beach
and Manhattan Beach.

Our thanks go to the Southern California Edison Company, which 
supplied the LED lights as well as the SBESC staff and volunteers 
who made the event run smoothly, especially Miguel Vasquez who
delivered all of the old incandescent lights to ECOTECH Recycling
for E-Waste, located at 1926 Del Amo Boulevard, in Torrance.

Encouraged by strong interest in the program, starting January 
1, 2014, the SBESC staff will be looking for funding sources to 
increase the number of 
LED lights that can be 
provided in the 2014 
Holiday Light Exchange.
If you know of a company
or organization that 
would like to co-sponsor 
this event next year, 
please contact Marilyn 
Lyon at (310) 371-7222.

HOLIDAY LIGHT EXCHANGE -  A GLOWING SUCCESSHOLIDAY LIGHT EXCHANGE -  A GLOWING SUCCESS

Public Affairs at UCLA, where he is an expert in
economics, public fi nance, and organizational governance.
Nationally known Dr. Jonathan Fielding, the Director of 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, will 
help to translate how the changes to our environment 
will affect our health and what local government services 
might be required.  Dr. Fielding is responsible for all public 
health functions for the County’s 10 million residents. He 
chairs the US Community Preventive Services Task Force 
and was a founding member of the US Clinical Preventive 
Services Task Force. He also chairs the Secretary’s Advisory 
Committee on National Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention Objectives for 2020 and was appointed to the 
California Department of Public Health Advisory Board.
Returning to our General Assembly where he spoke and 
was very well received in 2007 is Dan Sturges.  He will 
speak on the cost of gas and how our traditional mobility
choices will serve us in the future as well as possible alter-
nate mobility strategies that might help us adapt to
a changing environment.
Executive Director of the Southern California Water
Committee Richard Atwater will provide his perspective
on the supply and quality of our water in an environment 
of climate change.

And Michael McCormick from the state Offi ce of Planning
and Research will be putting into context how local actions
reinforce and advance the goals of the State in both the
areas of climate action planning and climate adaptation.
Invitations are out to several other speakers who will be 
announced in our publicity and on our website as soon as 
they confi rm so be sure to check @ www.southbaycities.org 
for updates as well as to RSVP.
As at each of our General Assemblies, there will be an
exhibit area for our sponsors and we are also asking our 
state and federal legislators to share their time with us in 
that area as well.  The exhibit area will be open from 8:30 
am to 9:55 am and then again at lunch.  
And we have invited all of the former chairs of the SBCCOG
to attend and be recognized as we briefl y review the last
15 years of great General Assemblies and prepare for the 
SBCCOG’s 20th Birthday next year.
On page one of this newsletter is also a list of the sponsors 
for this event.  Because of them, the event is free but we do 
require registration so that we can accommodate everyone.
Sponsorships are still being accepted.  If you are interested, 
please contact lisa @www.southbaycities.org.
Hope to see you there!
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COMPREHENSIVE CLIMATE ACTION PLANNING: THE NEED FORCOMPREHENSIVE CLIMATE ACTION PLANNING: THE NEED FOR
CONTINUED MITIGATION EVEN AS WE BEGIN TO PLAN TO ADAPTCONTINUED MITIGATION EVEN AS WE BEGIN TO PLAN TO ADAPT

From unusual cold to high temperatures, from tsunamis
to tornadoes, fi re to drought, our weather-related 
events are becoming more extreme.  Whether you are a 
climate change believer or denier, being a good steward 
of our environment makes sense and our actions must 
address the changes that we see.  This year’s General
Assembly will address how the South Bay will be
affected by the increasing costs of scarce resources, what 
it will mean to our economy and even to our health.
We will learn from expert speakers on how the cities 
can become prepared focusing on what we can control 
and what may be beyond our control.
This important topic will be the focus of the
15th Annual SBCCOG Annual General Assembly
on Friday, February 28, 2014 from 8:30 am
(registration and exhibits) to 2:30 pm at the Juanita 
Millender-McDonald Community Center in Carson.  
The event is free to the public and paid for through our 
sponsorships.  All that is required to attend is to RSVP 
at www.southbaycities.org

Our confi rmed line-up of expert speakers so far:
Jonathan Parfrey will provide an overview of the 
research results done by UCLA which focus on how 
changing climate events will impact different parts of 
our region.  It will bring this issue to our front door.
Mr. Parfrey is Executive Director of Climate Resolve and
a founder of the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative 
for Climate Action and Sustainability of which the 
SBCCOG is a member.  He served as a commissioner 
on the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
under Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.
Dr. J.R. DeShazo will address how the South Bay 
should interpret the research of impacts to our region 
and help us understand the economic impacts and 
ways to keep our area climate resilient.
Dr. DeShazo is the Director of the Luskin Center 
for Innovation at the University of California at Los 
Angeles.  He also is a Professor and Vice Chair of the 
Department of Public Policy in the Luskin School of

FEBRUARY 28,  2014 –  SAVE THE DATEFEBRUARY 28,  2014 –  SAVE THE DATE
FOR OUR 15FOR OUR 15 THTH ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

WHY MUST WE CARE?WHY MUST WE CARE?
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C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R
All meetings are open to the public

February
 5 Measure R Oversight Committee
 10 Steering Committee
 11 GIS Working Group
 19 Infrastructure Working Group
 20 Economic Development
  Roundtable
 28 General Assembly

March
 5 Measure R Oversight Committee
 10 Steering Committee
 11 GIS Working Group
 19 Infrastructure Working Group
  Livable Communities
  Working Group
 27 Board of Directors

April
 2 Measure R Oversight Committee
 8 GIS Working Group
 14 Steering Committee
 16 Infrastructure Working Group
  Livable Communities
  Working Group
 17 Economic Development
  Roundtable
 24 Board of Directors

Contact jacki@southbaycities.org
for further information.

Juliette Finzi Hart, Ph.D.
Thalassa Research and Consulting, LLC, Manhattan Beach, CA
& faculty member in the USC Marine Environmental Biology program

The South Bay cities are leading the Los Angeles region in their efforts to tackle climate change. 
In collaboration with its member cities, the SBCCOG helped communities conduct greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions inventories for the years 2005 and 2007 for both government operations and 
communitywide activities. Recently, the region received a grant from SCE to update these inventories 
and develop climate action plans. The SBCCOG, working in communities around the South Bay is 
promoting electric vehicles which have the dual impact of improving air quality while also reducing 
carbon tailpipe emissions. These actions taken to minimize the South Bay’s contribution to climate 
change are commonly referred to as “mitigation.”

Communities are also beginning to acknowledge that climate change is happening and the impacts 
are real and imminent; these communities therefore now are beginning to plan for these potential 
impacts through “adaptation.”  The United National Framework Convention on Climate Change 
defi nes adaptation as “actions taken to help communities and ecosystems cope with changing climate 
conditions.” South Bay coastal communities, through a regional grant from the California Ocean 
Protection Council and led by the City of Santa Monica, will begin planning for sea level rise and 
associated coastal impacts in the coming year. South Bay cities also participate in the Los Angeles
Regional Collaborative for Climate Action and Sustainability (or LARC), which has just begun 
development of a regional climate action planning framework that will incorporate adaptation best 
practices.

With all this focus on preparing for the impacts of climate change, some may ask the question: is it 
still necessary to expend resources on mitigation efforts? The answer to this is an unequivocal ‘yes’ 
and is closely linked to the concept of uncertainty that dominates so much of the political discourse 
surrounding climate change today.

When scientists discuss the uncertainty in climate change, they are not debating whether or not
climate change is happening or will happen in the future. Instead, they are debating the potential
severity of the impacts. And that severity is entirely dependent on the actions we take today in
minimizing our contributions to climate change. Scientists and policy-makers have identifi ed
several scenarios by which to study climate impacts. The most commonly discussed are the
“business-as-usual” scenario, in which we continue to operate as we already do and do not take
any measures to reduce GHG emissions and the “best-case” scenario, in which we drastically limit 
carbon emissions. Scientifi c models use these scenarios to identify various possible futures.

For instance, in the 2011 West Coast sea-level rise study conducted by the National Research
Council, estimates of sea-level rise along the Los Angeles coastline vary from 5 – 24 inches above
current sea level by the year 2050. Under the “best-case” scenario, we can anticipate approximately 
fi ve inches of sea level rise; under the “business-as-usual” scenario, we could see as much as
24 inches of sea level rise. Certainly, planning for an increase of fi ve inches of sea level is much
more manageable for coastal communities than planning for 24 inches. So, what we will have to 
adapt to is intricately linked to how well we continue to mitigate our impact now.

Beyond impacts we observe in our own cities and along our own coast, climate change-related impacts 
that happen a great distance away also can result in localized impacts. In 2011, Thailand experienced 
the worst monsoonal fl ooding in 50 years. Some 10,000 computer supply and electronic car part 
manufacturing factories were forced to close, and 350,000 workers lost their jobs.  This was a tragedy 
locally, but also had impacts reaching the shores of California. Western Digital factories in Thailand 
provided 60% of essential hard drive components, critically impacting the Silicon Valley enterprise. 
One estimate predicted a 10% increase in the price of external hard drives the following year due to 
the fl ooding. Thus, while the impact happened far from our shores, it had rebounding impacts locally 
as well.
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The story of Hawthorne, California is a colorful one indeed.
It is one full of achievers who have gone on to change America as 
we know it today. The dreams and creative ideas of those who have 
gotten their start in the City of Good Neighbors is nothing
short of remarkable. Very few cities in America can claim a “hall
of fame” of native sons and daughters as this small suburb. The 
history behind these society changers is one that is not well 
known. The story of Hawthorne, the incubator of Americana,
is now being told and
preserved by the
Hawthorne Historical
Society at the new 
Hawthorne
Historical Museum.

More than 1,300
photos, historical
documents and 
artifacts are displayed 
in the small museum 
located at 4440 W. 126th Street, across the parking lot from the 
Hawthorne Library. Entertainers such as The Beach Boys, Chris 
Montez, Emitt Rhodes, Sonny Bono and the Beatles’ George
Harrison all made their mark in Hawthorne.

Professional athletes including past Cy Young winner Mike 
Scott of the Houston Astros, past Major League Baseball batting 
champion George Foster, NFL Hall of Fame lineman Ron Mix, 
former Olympian and fi rst National Football League President 
Jim Thorpe, and in more recent years Dorell Wright and Russell 
Westbrooke of the NBA, are just a sampling of the talent that
has come out of Leuzinger and Hawthorne High Schools.

A plastic Santa Claus with a bullet hole through his head stands in 
the museum as a reminder of the 1971 foiled attempt to steal guns 
and ammunition from Western Surplus by the notorious Charles 
Manson Gang. 

Movie stars from the age of silent fi lms up to more recent years in-
clude Betta St. John, Lee Auburn, Vola Vale, and of course Norma 
Jean Baker who was raised in a Hawthorne foster home before 
evolving into the most recognized woman in the world known as 
Marilyn Monroe.

Corporations that had Hawthorne roots include Max Factor,
Mattel, Northrop Grumman, NCR, Vought Aircraft (now
Triumph Industries), and starting in 2007 SpaceX headed up
by the ultimate entrepreneur Elon Musk. More than 3,000
employees work at the Hawthorne manufacturing facility along 
Jack Northrop Avenue producing rocket engines, spacecraft and 
launch vehicles that are revolutionizing space travel.

Who are these people? What was it that drove them to fame?
Delving into these questions 
while celebrating the City’s
90th year of incorporation is 
fostering a deeper sense of
civic pride at the Hawthorne
Historical Museum.

Discover the Hawthorne
Historic Museum at
4440 W. 126th Street,
Hawthorne, and for more
information visit:
www.hawthornehistoric.com

The new museum is located in a portion of 
the former police station

Aviation artifacts on display 

Comprehensive climate change planning by municipalities must
therefore include both actions to minimize our contribution to
climate change – mitigation -- as well as actions to cope with
changing climatic conditions -- adaptation.  How effective we are
in trying to slow our role in climate change now has an immediate
and direct impact on what we will have to plan for and adapt to in
the future.  Moreover, as communities consider different mitigation
or adaptation strategies, it is equally important to consider how one
will impact another. Developing adaptation strategies that potentially
increase GHG emissions is counter-effective in the long term. As the 
South Bay cities start the process of updating their GHG inventories 
and their Climate Action Plans, it is critical that they understand that 
adaptation and mitigation need to go hand in hand.

For more information: go to:
http://southbaycities.org/news/Juliette-Finzi-Hart-Article C o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  5 
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On November 21, 2013, the City of Torrance hosted a
delegation of fi ve city Environmental Protection Department 
Directors from Jiangxi Province in southeast China.  SBCCOG 
Executive Director Jacki Bacharach and Deputy Director Kim
Fuentes were invited to make a presentation on the Environmental
Services Center’s programs and services. Afterward, the group
engaged in a lively Q and A session, bridging almost 7,000 miles
of physical distance with a common interest in making cities 
healthy and sustainable. Shown with the Jiangxi Directors,
starting second from right, going left: Kim Fuentes, Domenica 
Megerdichian of the City of Torrance, and Jacki Bacharach.
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From unusual cold to high temperatures, from tsunamis
to tornadoes, fi re to drought, our weather-related 
events are becoming more extreme.  Whether you are a 
climate change believer or denier, being a good steward 
of our environment makes sense and our actions must 
address the changes that we see.  This year’s General
Assembly will address how the South Bay will be
affected by the increasing costs of scarce resources, what 
it will mean to our economy and even to our health.
We will learn from expert speakers on how the cities 
can become prepared focusing on what we can control 
and what may be beyond our control.
This important topic will be the focus of the
15th Annual SBCCOG Annual General Assembly
on Friday, February 28, 2014 from 8:30 am
(registration and exhibits) to 2:30 pm at the Juanita 
Millender-McDonald Community Center in Carson.  
The event is free to the public and paid for through our 
sponsorships.  All that is required to attend is to RSVP 
at www.southbaycities.org

Our confi rmed line-up of expert speakers so far:
Jonathan Parfrey will provide an overview of the 
research results done by UCLA which focus on how 
changing climate events will impact different parts of 
our region.  It will bring this issue to our front door.
Mr. Parfrey is Executive Director of Climate Resolve and
a founder of the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative 
for Climate Action and Sustainability of which the 
SBCCOG is a member.  He served as a commissioner 
on the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
under Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.
Dr. J.R. DeShazo will address how the South Bay 
should interpret the research of impacts to our region 
and help us understand the economic impacts and 
ways to keep our area climate resilient.
Dr. DeShazo is the Director of the Luskin Center 
for Innovation at the University of California at Los 
Angeles.  He also is a Professor and Vice Chair of the 
Department of Public Policy in the Luskin School of

FEBRUARY 28,  2014 –  SAVE THE DATEFEBRUARY 28,  2014 –  SAVE THE DATE
FOR OUR 15FOR OUR 15 THTH ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

WHY MUST WE CARE?WHY MUST WE CARE?
THE COST OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES TO THE SOUTH BAYTHE COST OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES TO THE SOUTH BAY

C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R
All meetings are open to the public

February
 5 Measure R Oversight Committee
 10 Steering Committee
 11 GIS Working Group
 19 Infrastructure Working Group
 20 Economic Development
  Roundtable
 28 General Assembly

March
 5 Measure R Oversight Committee
 10 Steering Committee
 11 GIS Working Group
 19 Infrastructure Working Group
  Livable Communities
  Working Group
 27 Board of Directors

April
 2 Measure R Oversight Committee
 8 GIS Working Group
 14 Steering Committee
 16 Infrastructure Working Group
  Livable Communities
  Working Group
 17 Economic Development
  Roundtable
 24 Board of Directors

Contact jacki@southbaycities.org
for further information.

Juliette Finzi Hart, Ph.D.
Thalassa Research and Consulting, LLC, Manhattan Beach, CA
& faculty member in the USC Marine Environmental Biology program

The South Bay cities are leading the Los Angeles region in their efforts to tackle climate change. 
In collaboration with its member cities, the SBCCOG helped communities conduct greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions inventories for the years 2005 and 2007 for both government operations and 
communitywide activities. Recently, the region received a grant from SCE to update these inventories 
and develop climate action plans. The SBCCOG, working in communities around the South Bay is 
promoting electric vehicles which have the dual impact of improving air quality while also reducing 
carbon tailpipe emissions. These actions taken to minimize the South Bay’s contribution to climate 
change are commonly referred to as “mitigation.”

Communities are also beginning to acknowledge that climate change is happening and the impacts 
are real and imminent; these communities therefore now are beginning to plan for these potential 
impacts through “adaptation.”  The United National Framework Convention on Climate Change 
defi nes adaptation as “actions taken to help communities and ecosystems cope with changing climate 
conditions.” South Bay coastal communities, through a regional grant from the California Ocean 
Protection Council and led by the City of Santa Monica, will begin planning for sea level rise and 
associated coastal impacts in the coming year. South Bay cities also participate in the Los Angeles
Regional Collaborative for Climate Action and Sustainability (or LARC), which has just begun 
development of a regional climate action planning framework that will incorporate adaptation best 
practices.

With all this focus on preparing for the impacts of climate change, some may ask the question: is it 
still necessary to expend resources on mitigation efforts? The answer to this is an unequivocal ‘yes’ 
and is closely linked to the concept of uncertainty that dominates so much of the political discourse 
surrounding climate change today.

When scientists discuss the uncertainty in climate change, they are not debating whether or not
climate change is happening or will happen in the future. Instead, they are debating the potential
severity of the impacts. And that severity is entirely dependent on the actions we take today in
minimizing our contributions to climate change. Scientists and policy-makers have identifi ed
several scenarios by which to study climate impacts. The most commonly discussed are the
“business-as-usual” scenario, in which we continue to operate as we already do and do not take
any measures to reduce GHG emissions and the “best-case” scenario, in which we drastically limit 
carbon emissions. Scientifi c models use these scenarios to identify various possible futures.

For instance, in the 2011 West Coast sea-level rise study conducted by the National Research
Council, estimates of sea-level rise along the Los Angeles coastline vary from 5 – 24 inches above
current sea level by the year 2050. Under the “best-case” scenario, we can anticipate approximately 
fi ve inches of sea level rise; under the “business-as-usual” scenario, we could see as much as
24 inches of sea level rise. Certainly, planning for an increase of fi ve inches of sea level is much
more manageable for coastal communities than planning for 24 inches. So, what we will have to 
adapt to is intricately linked to how well we continue to mitigate our impact now.

Beyond impacts we observe in our own cities and along our own coast, climate change-related impacts 
that happen a great distance away also can result in localized impacts. In 2011, Thailand experienced 
the worst monsoonal fl ooding in 50 years. Some 10,000 computer supply and electronic car part 
manufacturing factories were forced to close, and 350,000 workers lost their jobs.  This was a tragedy 
locally, but also had impacts reaching the shores of California. Western Digital factories in Thailand 
provided 60% of essential hard drive components, critically impacting the Silicon Valley enterprise. 
One estimate predicted a 10% increase in the price of external hard drives the following year due to 
the fl ooding. Thus, while the impact happened far from our shores, it had rebounding impacts locally 
as well.
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The story of Hawthorne, California is a colorful one indeed.
It is one full of achievers who have gone on to change America as 
we know it today. The dreams and creative ideas of those who have 
gotten their start in the City of Good Neighbors is nothing
short of remarkable. Very few cities in America can claim a “hall
of fame” of native sons and daughters as this small suburb. The 
history behind these society changers is one that is not well 
known. The story of Hawthorne, the incubator of Americana,
is now being told and
preserved by the
Hawthorne Historical
Society at the new 
Hawthorne
Historical Museum.

More than 1,300
photos, historical
documents and 
artifacts are displayed 
in the small museum 
located at 4440 W. 126th Street, across the parking lot from the 
Hawthorne Library. Entertainers such as The Beach Boys, Chris 
Montez, Emitt Rhodes, Sonny Bono and the Beatles’ George
Harrison all made their mark in Hawthorne.

Professional athletes including past Cy Young winner Mike 
Scott of the Houston Astros, past Major League Baseball batting 
champion George Foster, NFL Hall of Fame lineman Ron Mix, 
former Olympian and fi rst National Football League President 
Jim Thorpe, and in more recent years Dorell Wright and Russell 
Westbrooke of the NBA, are just a sampling of the talent that
has come out of Leuzinger and Hawthorne High Schools.

A plastic Santa Claus with a bullet hole through his head stands in 
the museum as a reminder of the 1971 foiled attempt to steal guns 
and ammunition from Western Surplus by the notorious Charles 
Manson Gang. 

Movie stars from the age of silent fi lms up to more recent years in-
clude Betta St. John, Lee Auburn, Vola Vale, and of course Norma 
Jean Baker who was raised in a Hawthorne foster home before 
evolving into the most recognized woman in the world known as 
Marilyn Monroe.

Corporations that had Hawthorne roots include Max Factor,
Mattel, Northrop Grumman, NCR, Vought Aircraft (now
Triumph Industries), and starting in 2007 SpaceX headed up
by the ultimate entrepreneur Elon Musk. More than 3,000
employees work at the Hawthorne manufacturing facility along 
Jack Northrop Avenue producing rocket engines, spacecraft and 
launch vehicles that are revolutionizing space travel.

Who are these people? What was it that drove them to fame?
Delving into these questions 
while celebrating the City’s
90th year of incorporation is 
fostering a deeper sense of
civic pride at the Hawthorne
Historical Museum.

Discover the Hawthorne
Historic Museum at
4440 W. 126th Street,
Hawthorne, and for more
information visit:
www.hawthornehistoric.com

The new museum is located in a portion of 
the former police station

Aviation artifacts on display 

Comprehensive climate change planning by municipalities must
therefore include both actions to minimize our contribution to
climate change – mitigation -- as well as actions to cope with
changing climatic conditions -- adaptation.  How effective we are
in trying to slow our role in climate change now has an immediate
and direct impact on what we will have to plan for and adapt to in
the future.  Moreover, as communities consider different mitigation
or adaptation strategies, it is equally important to consider how one
will impact another. Developing adaptation strategies that potentially
increase GHG emissions is counter-effective in the long term. As the 
South Bay cities start the process of updating their GHG inventories 
and their Climate Action Plans, it is critical that they understand that 
adaptation and mitigation need to go hand in hand.

For more information: go to:
http://southbaycities.org/news/Juliette-Finzi-Hart-Article C o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  5 
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On November 21, 2013, the City of Torrance hosted a
delegation of fi ve city Environmental Protection Department 
Directors from Jiangxi Province in southeast China.  SBCCOG 
Executive Director Jacki Bacharach and Deputy Director Kim
Fuentes were invited to make a presentation on the Environmental
Services Center’s programs and services. Afterward, the group
engaged in a lively Q and A session, bridging almost 7,000 miles
of physical distance with a common interest in making cities 
healthy and sustainable. Shown with the Jiangxi Directors,
starting second from right, going left: Kim Fuentes, Domenica 
Megerdichian of the City of Torrance, and Jacki Bacharach.
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