
SCAG Spotlight: October 2015

http://newsletter.scag.ca.gov/spotlight/2015/oct15RC.htm[10/15/15, 11:51:02 AM]

Legislation and Policy Affecting Our Region
October 8, 2015
RC Report

 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE
REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

SCAG Executive Director Hasan Ikhrata gives
update on 2016 RTP/SCS

INFORMATION – 2016 RTP/SCS
UPDATE
SCAG’s Policy Committees today
engaged in continued discussions on key
issues, analyses and policy considerations
for the development of the 2016-2040
Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy (2016 RTP/SCS)
and its associated Program Environmental
Impact Report (PEIR). These include
support for: A Regional Express Lane
Strategy; Goods Movement Strategies;
Active Transportation Plan Investment
Framework; Aviation Ground Access
Strategies; Public Health Guiding
Principles; and Guiding Principles and
Framework for the Policy Growth
Forecast.

At the Regional Council meeting, SCAG’s
Executive Director Hasan Ikhrata gave an
update on the development of the draft
plan. The update and associated staff
report recapped the RTP/SCS-related
discussions that have happened this year
at the Board and Policy Committee level.

 NEWS FROM THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

CTC TO ANNOUNCE ACTIVE
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM
AWARDS
Staff at the California Transportation
Commission recently released their
recommendations for the Statewide and
Small Urban and Rural component of the
2015 Active Transportation Program (ATP).
Approximately $83.9 million was
recommended for projects within the SCAG
region, out of a total of $180 million over a
three-year period (FY 2017 - 2020). The
California Transportation Commission is
expected to approve the staff
recommendations on Oct. 21. Projects that
were not selected in this first round are
eligible for second-round funding at the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
level. The SCAG region receives $76.2
million as part of this component and SCAG’s
Regional Council is scheduled to review and
approve the MPO component project list in
January 2016. For additional information on
the ATP, visit
www.catc.ca.gov/programs/ATP.htm. For
questions related to current and future active
transportation funding, please contact
Stephen Patchan at patchan@scag.ca.gov.

“GO HUMAN” CAMPAIGN LAUNCHES
ACROSS THE REGION
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These discussion items and meetings
were important to ensure that the
Regional Council and Policy Committees
had the opportunity to learn, understand,
review and provide input to staff on issues
such as the shift in age demographics of
the region; the condition of state highways
and local roads; the implications of
technology on mobility and sustainability;
investments to reduce congestion and
improve transportation system efficiency;
finding sustainable ways of paying for the
region’s transportation system; developing
first/last mile solutions to increase transit
usage; integrating public health into the
planning process; and a regional
natural/farm lands conservation strategy,
among others. A summary staff report of
these discussions is available in this
month’s RC agenda.

At a special Joint Meeting planned for
Nov. 5, SCAG will provide a report on
major components of the Draft 2016
RTP/SCS. Staff intends to present the
results from SCAG’s modeling analysis
and initial economic analysis of the plan.
In December, the Regional Council is
anticipated to release the Draft 2016
RTP/SCS and the Draft PEIR for public
comment and review. SCAG will host a
series of elected official workshops in
each county to brief local jurisdictions on
the key elements and benefits of the Draft
2016 RTP/SCS. Additionally, one public
hearing will be held in each county to
receive comments from the public on the
draft plan and PEIR. Workshops and
public hearings will be properly noticed,
and updates will be made available on the
2016 RTP/SCS website.

 

On Sept. 28, SCAG and its partners launched
“Go Human,” a marketing campaign to
promote traffic safety and encourage
members of the public to walk or bike.
Billboards with messages encouraging
drivers to slow down and look for pedestrians
and cyclists began appearing in all  six
counties earlier this month in both English
and Spanish. Advertisements are also
running on local transit buses, bus shelters,
on Facebook and Pandora. A “Go Human”
radio jingle is also airing on select stations
throughout the region. “Go Human” is a
reminder to all  that people on the road are
not just objects that get in our way – they are
human beings, just like us. It is a
collaborative effort with County Transportation
Commissions and county health departments
across the region, and SCAG encourages
local cities and jurisdictions to participate by
helping spread the word about the campaign
in newsletters, posting advertisements on
websites or in local facilities or publicizing on
social media. Participants can add their logo
to the ads as well.  To listen to the radio jingle
or find out ways to participate, visit:
gohumansocal.org/Pages/MoreToCome.aspx.
For more information, please contact Julia
Lippe-Klein at lippe-klein@scag.ca.gov.

DRAFT AHSC PROGRAM GUIDELINES
RELEASED
The Strategic Growth Council recently
released the draft program guidelines for the
next round of the Affordable Housing and
Sustainable Communities (AHSC) competitive
grant program. This statewide program funds
transportation and housing projects that
reduce vehicle miles traveled and
greenhouse gas emissions. An estimated
$400 million will be available in this new
round of the AHSC program, an increase
from $120 million in FY 2014-2015. The
Strategic Growth Council will hold a public
workshop on Oct. 21 at SCAG’s office in
downtown Los Angeles, with
videoconferencing to the regional offices.
Comments on the draft AHSC program
guidelines will be accepted through Oct. 30
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and it is anticipated that the final guidelines
and Notice of Funding Availability for the
AHSC program will be released in January
2016. More information is available at
www.sgc.ca.gov/.

 

October
15th Technical Working Group

20th Legislative/Communications &
Membership Committee

27th Transportation Conformity Working
Group

 

 November
5th Joint Meeting of the Regional Council
& Policy Committees

5th Regional Council Meeting

10th Audit Committee

17th Legislative/Communications &
Membership Committee

19th Technical Working Group

24th Transportation Conformity Working
Group

26th Thanksgiving Holiday (SCAG Offices
Closed)

27th Day After Thanksgiving Holiday
(SCAG Offices Closed)
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

SCAG MAIN OFFICE 
818 West 7th Street, 12th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90017 

(213) 236-1800 | www.scag.ca.gov

COUNTY REGIONAL OFFICES 
Imperial | Orange | Riverside | San Bernardino | Ventura
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