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South Bay Cities Council of Governments Opposes Two, Supports Another of Propositions on November Ballot

Torrance, CA -- The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG), a joint powers authority of the 16 cities comprising the South Bay area of Los Angeles County from El Segundo to the north and south to Carson, has a Legislative Committee which examines and makes recommendations to South Bay constituents when the issues particularly affect the lives of its residents.

The November 4, 2008 ballot contains 12 Propositions for the state voters to consider as they enter their polling place. SBCCOG considered the parameters of each ballot measure and is opposing Propositions 7 and 10, while the issue covered in Proposition 11 has gained support from the Legislative Committee and, subsequently, the SBCCOG Board of Directors.

Proposition 7, Renewable Energy Generation is opposed by the SBCCOG due to the perceived unachievable goals of the poorly drafted measure. The Proposition would require all utilities to generate 50 percent of power from renewable energy by 2025 and, if passed, may disrupt the actual development of the renewable power it wants to generate, and could cause higher energy bills if small renewable energy companies are put out of business because of the measure.

Opposition to Proposition 10, Alternative Fuel Vehicles and Renewable Energy Bonds, is being stated by the SBCCOG due to the inappropriateness of the measures authorization, if passed, it would provide for the sale of $5 billion in general obligations bonds to provide rebates to purchasers of certain high fuel economy and alternative fuel vehicles. In addition, the Proposition supports the funding of grants and other incentives for technology development. None of the measure’s issues call for the financing of capital expenditures or the purchase of property for public purposes. The specific nature of Proposition 10 should be opposed by voters.

 

The SBCCOG supports Proposition 11, believing that the Redistricting Reform of the measure is a positive for the California voter. The removal of power from the legislature to redraw voting district boundaries from the State Senate, Assembly and Board of Equalization after each census. The appointment of a 14-member independent citizen’s commission to establish the clear criteria for drawing the boundaries of each district would put the process into non-partisan hands. The measure requires an open and transparent process with due notice, public hearings, and no communications outside of those hearings during the process.

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments chose to only take positions on those propositions which fit into the legislative agenda of the Council.
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