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Green Purchasing Organizations
US Communities (http://www.uscommunities.org/) is a nonprofit government purchasing cooperative that assists public agencies in reducing the cost of purchased goods and services through pooling the purchasing power of public agencies nationwide.  This is accomplished through competitively solicited contracts for quality products through lead public agencies.

Advantages of participating in US Communities:

· Competitively solicited contracts by a lead public agency

· Most favorable public agency pricing

· No cost to participate

· Nationally sponsored by leading associations and purchasing organizations

· Broad range of high quality products

· Aggregates purchasing power of public agencies nationwide

· Managed by public purchasing professionals 

National Joint Powers Alliance® (NJPA) (http://www.njpacoop.org/) is a Municipal Contracting agency that allows participating municipal agencies to reduce the cost of procurement by leveraging the benefits of contract purchasing.  NJPA serves all education, government and non-profit agencies nationally.

Advantages of participating in NJPA:

· Access competitively bid contracts, procured by a municipal contracting agency of which your agency is a part 
· Nationally leveraged and aggregated pricing and services

· No cost membership.  Membership establishes a legal paper trail between NJPA and the Member justifying contract access

· Nationally acclaimed and recognized vendors

· Broad range of high quality products and services

· Comfort level of contracts solicited, awarded and monitored by a municipal agency governed by publicly elected board of directors

· NJPA conducts an annual independent audit as a municipal contracting agency
· Considerable time and resource savings for participating members

· Because the membership is a Joint Powers Agreement, your municipality is an owner as well as a Member of NJPA; your municipality becomes a represented participant in the bidding process
Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN) (http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/) is a national network of procurement-related professionals that identifies best practices, develops effective purchasing tools, educates the market and utilizes its collective purchasing power to maximize environmental stewardship, protect human health and support local and global sustainability. 

RPN is a program staffed and managed by the Center for a New American Dream, and advised by a voluntary Steering Committee of leading procurement stakeholders from government, industry, educational institutions, standards setting organizations, and related organizations.

There are annual membership dues – Municipal Agency dues are based on population: 15,000 or less; 15,001 – 250,000; more than 250,000.




















