


Local Use Vehicle Demonstration Program   
- Drivers Log -

This demonstration of local use vehicles or LUVs (in this case, using neighborhood electric vehicles) 
has a signifi cant research component.  Each vehicle is equipped with a GPS tracking unit that will col-
lect information on all vehicle movements – time of day, speed, route, destination, etc.

TRIP EXPERIENCE
We need each driver to record the experience of each trip as well as any and all thoughts and observa-
tions about the trip itself, the route, the vehicle and its features, and so forth.
For example: 
• Are there streets that are posted at 35MPH or less but with traffi c fl ows that make travel on them 

feel unsafe or uncomfortable in a slow speed vehicle?  Are there features of the vehicle that you 
really like or fi nd annoying?  Are there particular protocols that you fi nd useful when crossing a 
40 MPH street?

TRIP PURPOSE
We are also interested in your trip purpose.
• How would you have normally taken this trip if you were not in a LUV?  Drive a gasoline pow-

ered automobile, walk, take transit, ride share?  Did you take this trip only because you can drive 
a LUV?  Especially for residents – what trips do you continue to take in a gasoline powered auto-
mobile, and why?

There are blank pages in this section for each driver to record this kind of information for each trip.  
The pages are not made to look like a “form” because we want to encourage the imagination of each 
driver.  We don’t know ahead of time what all drivers may want to record so, for now at least, a blank 
page to record trip information seems the most effective way to proceed.   These pages will be col-
lected at regular intervals.

Call David Magarian, LUV Coordinator, at (831) 566 -4493 between the hours of 9:00 am and 5:00 
pm with any questions or observations.



Drivers Log:

Please take notes and provide feedback for each trip 
to assist in this research project

Potential observations could include (but are not limited) to:

Route diffi culty, change in speed limit, traffi c, visibility, maneuverability, public 
reaction, vehicle features, roads or intersections to avoid, how would you normally 
take this trip (walking, biking, car...), etc. 

Please include the trip date and the purpose of the trip (e.g. Grocery store, doctors visit, work etc)
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Important Information that you need to know about 
Neighborhood Electric Vehicles

NEV Legal Requirements:
• NEV defi nitions, rules and regulations are covered in the California Vehicle Code (CVC) Sections 

385.5, 21250 and 2160. 

• NEVs cannot be operated on roads that exceed 35 miles per hour. 
• They are not allowed in standard bike lanes less than 7 feet wide. 

• NEVs can cross roads that exceed 35 miles per hour if the crossing begins and ends on a 
35 per mile or less road and if the two roads meet at approximately a 90 degree angle. 

• NEVs must be registered and licensed with the Department of Motor Vehicles and can only be oper-
ated by licensed drivers. 

• NEVs must be insured.

NEV Cautions:
• NEVs are very quiet so most pedestrians or cyclists will not be able to hear the vehicle until it is 

close by.
• Some NEVs do not have reverse lights so the driver should pay attention when backing up. 
• When traveling on 35 mile per hour roads, drivers should be aware of faster moving vehicles and 

pull over to let them pass.

Neighborhood Electric Vehicle (NEV) details:
• Is a Federally recognized sub-class of low speed vehicle limited to a maximum speed of 25 

miles per hour. A NEV is also 4-wheeled and electric.

• Has a range of around 30 miles between charges.
• Federal regulations require NEVs to have license plates, seat belts, headlights, blinkers, wipers, and 

other safety features. 

• Can be charged via any 110V outlet (most normal outlets). 

Resources
• Yahoo NEV group: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/NEVs/  An on-line community for NEV 

users. Includes a comprehensive set of links and resources. Register for free and gain access to a 
wealth of information.   

• EV Trader: http://www.evtrader.com/forums/  A site dedicated on on-line electric vehicle forums 
• NEV Portal: http://nevportal.com/  Website lists dealers, manufacturers, accessories and parts for 

NEVs. 
• Lincoln Neighborhood Vehicle Website: http://www.lincolnev.com/index.html  A site dedicated to 

providing information to NEV users in Lincoln California. Contains useful information for NEV us-
ers in general.
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