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Agency/Organization 
 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) 
 

Grant 
Program/Funding 
Source 

Call for Projects. Provides discretionary federal, state and local transportation funds 
that are allocated by formula to Metro, including federal Congestion Management Air 
Quality (CMAQ), Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP), and 
Transportation Enhancement (TEA) funds; Regional Improvement Program/State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) funds; and local Proposition C and 
Proposition A sales tax funds. 
 
Metro prepares the Los Angeles County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 
A key component of the TIP is the Call for Projects program, a competitive process 
that distributes these discretionary capital transportation funds to regionally 
significant projects. Metro staff ranks eligible projects and present preliminary scores 
to Metro’s Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and the Metro Board of Directors for 
review. Upon approval, the TIP is developed and formally transmitted to the regional 
and state transportation planning agencies. The TIP then becomes part of the five-
year program of projects scheduled for implementation in Los Angeles County. 

Eligible Applicants Local jurisdictions, transit operators, and other public agencies. 

Process 
Every other year, Metro accepts Call for Projects applications in eight categories. The 
most recent call was in Fall 2006, with project recommendations finalized in July 
2007. 

Eligible Projects 

a) Regional Bikeways and Pedestrian Improvements: 
• Design, right-of-way acquisition and construction of bicycle lanes and paths, 

and related project amenities such as bike racks 
• Pedestrian access improvement projects and landscaping, signage, lighting and 

street furniture for bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
• Preservation of abandoned railway corridors. 

 
b) Regional Surface Transportation Improvements:  
Major improvements to regionally significant arterial highways and rail freight lines 
including: arterial widening, interchanges, grade separations, capital enhancements 
to goods movement and other system improvements. 
 
c) Transportation Enhancements: 

• Safety and educational activities for pedestrian and bicyclists 
• Landscaping and scenic beautification 
• Historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation buildings 
• Environmental mitigation to address water pollution due to highway runoff 

Amount Depends on available federal, state and local funds 
More Information www.metro.net/projects_programs/call_projects/default.htm 
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Agency/Organization 
 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

State Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA 

Eligible Applicants 
Cities and counties 
 

Eligible Projects 
Projects that improve safety and convenience for bicycle commuters. 
 

Process 

To be eligible for BTA funds, a city or county must prepare and adopt a Bicycle 
Transportation Plan (BTP) that complies with Streets and Highways Code Section 
891.2 and the following: 
 
• The governing body of a city or county must adopt the BTP by resolution or 

certify that it is current and complies with Streets and Highways Code Section 
891.2.  

• The city or county must submit the BTP to the appropriate Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) or Regional Transportation Planning Agency 
(RTPA).  In Los Angeles County local jurisdictions should submit the BTP to 
Metro for review and approval for compliance with Streets and Highways Code 
Section 891.2 and the regional transportation plan (RTP).  

• Following regional approval, the city or county must submit the BTP, the 
resolution adopting the BTP, and the letter of approval from the MPO/RTPA 
to the Caltrans Bicycle Facilities Unit (BFU) for review and approval.  

 
Most recent applications were due to Caltrans Districts by December 1, 2006. 
BTP adoption establishes eligibility for five consecutive BTA funding cycles. 
Example: BTPs adopted in 2006 and submitted December 1, 2006 with an 
application for 2007/2008 BTA funding established eligibility for state fiscal years 
2007/2008, 2008/2009, 2009/2010, 2010/2011, and 2011/2012. The state fiscal 
year begins on July 1 and ends on June 30 of the following year.  
 

Amount 

 
$5 million for FY 2007-08. No applicant may receive more than 25% of the total 
amount transferred to the BTA in a single fiscal year. Maximum: 90% of total cost 
of an eligible project, with a 10% local match. 
 

More Information 
www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/bta/btaweb%20page.htm  
• Ken McGuire at (916) 653-2750  
• David Priebe at (916) 653-0036. 
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Agency/Organization 

 
Bikes Belong Coalition – sponsored by members of the U.S. bicycle industry, 
and whose mission is to put more people on bicycles more often 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
Bikes Belong Grants Program 
 

Eligible Applicants 
 
Bicycle organizations, coalitions, and associations 
 

Eligible Projects 

 
Important and influential projects that leverage federal funding and build 
momentum for bicycling. 
 
a) Facility projects including: 

• Bikes paths, trails, routes, and lanes 
• Mountain bike facilities 
• BMX facilities 
• Innovative and unique high-profile projects 

 
b) Advocacy projects including:  

• Initiatives that (a) will make a newer group sustainable, and (b) have 
tangible long-term goals 

• Programs that make existing organizations significantly more effective at 
generating ridership 

• Innovative pilot projects 
• Projects that have a significant political impact 

 

Process 

 
Must complete application. Deadlines are quarterly. Priority is given to: 
• Bicycle organizations, coalitions, and associations, particularly those that 

have not received Bikes Belong funding in the past.  
• Projects that build coalitions for bicycling by collaborating the efforts of 

bicycle industry and advocacy. 
 

Amount 
 
Up to $10,000 for facility and advocacy projects. 
 

More Information 
www.bikesbelong.org/ 
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Agency/Organization 
 
California State Parks 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
Recreational Trails Program (RTP). California receives an allocation by formula 
from the Federal Highway Trust Fund of a portion of the motor fuel excise tax 
collected from non-highway recreational fuel use to fund the program. 
 

Eligible Applicants 

 
Cities, counties, districts, state agencies, federal agencies, and nonprofit 
organizations with management responsibilities over public lands. Public lands 
may be in either public ownership, or private ownership if the Applicant has 
land tenure and there is reasonable public access. 
 

Eligible Projects 

 
• Acquisition of easements and fee simple title to property for recreational 

trails or recreational trail corridors. (Must involve a willing seller.)  
• Development and rehabilitation of trails and trailhead facilities.  
• Construction of new trails. 
 

Process 
 
Next application deadline: October 1, 2007 
 

Amount 

 
$5.5 million for FY 2007. Maximum amount of RTP funds allowed for each 
Project is 88%, with 12% match. 
 

More Information 

 
www.parks.ca.gov/default.asp?Page_id=24324 
• (916) 653-7423 
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Agency/Organization 
 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
Community-Based Transportation Planning and Environmental Justice: 
Context-Sensitive Planning Grants Programs 
 

Eligible Applicants 

 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations and Regional Transportation Planning 
Agencies, cities, counties, transit agencies, Native American Tribal 
Governments. Sub-recipients may include universities and Community 
Colleges, Community-Based and nonprofit organizations. 
 

Eligible Projects 

 
a) Community-Based Transportation Planning – examples:  
 
• Long-term sustainable community/economic development growth studies 

or plans 
• Safe, innovative, and complete pedestrian/bicycle/transit linkage studies or 

plans 
• Community to school linkage studies or plans 
• Jobs and affordable housing proximity studies or plans 
• Transit Oriented/Adjacent Development or “transit village” studies or plans 
• Community transit facility/infrastructure studies or plans 
• Mixed-land use development studies or plans 
• Context sensitive streetscapes or town center studies or plans 
• Grid street system studies or plans 
• Community revitalization studies or plans 
• Context sensitive community development planning 
• Studies for community-friendly goods movement transportation corridors 
 
b) Environmental Justice: Context-Sensitive Planning -  examples: 
 
• Identifying and developing plans for the transportation needs for the 

community 
• Identifying and involving under-represented groups in planning and project 

development 
• Improving demographic and socioeconomic analysis to identify emerging 

communities 
• Improving access and safety for pedestrians and bicyclists 
• Planning and safety improvements for pedestrians and bicycles 
• Feasibility studies for transportation improvements in under-served 

communities 
• Planning transportation improvements that have a clear component of 

economic revitalization 
• Improving cooperation between public agencies and communities in 

community development 
• Developing guidelines and supporting information for the environmental 

justice element of the General Plan 
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• Bilingual services for hearings, workshops, and promotion of transportation 
services 

• Private sector partnerships and foundation investment to enhance economic 
vitality, equity, and environmental protection while improving opportunities 
for affordable housing 

• Promoting transportation technology, traveler information, and energy 
efficiency in under-served communities 

• Community-based design and public art associated with transportation 
facilities and right of way. 

• Planning for transportation projects with community health and safety 
benefits 

• Improving access to telecommunication and Internet where a transportation 
benefit is clearly demonstrated 

• Transportation and land use projects in central and inner cities and older 
suburbs 

• Infill development and brownfield redevelopment with a transportation 
benefit for under-served communities 

• Transportation planning that enhances the business climate, affordable 
housing, and economic development in under-served communities 

• Assessing goods movement, air quality, and public health 
• Transportation planning that enhances the assessment of goods movement 

in communities 
 

Process 

 
Caltrans issues an annual notice about the grant program. Last year’s grant 
applications were due October 13, 2006. 
 

Amount 

 
For FY 2007-08, Community-Based Planning - $3 million, with a grant cap of 
$300,000, and Environmental Justice - $3 million, with a grant cap of $250,000. 
 

More Information 
 
www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/grants.htm 
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Agency/Organization 
 
County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source: 

 
Policies for Livable Active Communities and Environments (PLACE) grants 
 

Eligible Applicants: 

 
Cities; California 501(c)(3) community-based organizations that have been in 
business for more than 2 years; California private, for-profit organizations that 
have been in business for more than 5 years and accept the rates set forth in the 
RFP without industry mark-ups; Schools or school districts (with restrictions). 
Non-profits without 501(c)(3) status that have been in business for more than 2 
years may apply through a credible fiscal sponsor. 
 

Eligible Projects: 

 
Projects to develop and maintain interdisciplinary partnerships that will work 
towards the long-term goal of increasing levels of physical activity among 
community residents, and utilize innovative approaches that increase access and 
reduce barriers to routine physical activity. Successful applicants are required to 
pursue policy change efforts (i.e. land use, zoning, street standards, general 
plans, etc.) and physical projects that will make improvements to the built 
environment (bike lanes, sidewalks, trails, traffic calming, lighting, green space, 
public playgrounds, parks, etc.). Policy change efforts and physical projects must 
be related. Grant funds are intended primarily to support a designated initiative 
coordinator who will lead the efforts related to policy change and built 
environment improvements. DPH encourages grant proposals that address the 
needs of low-income communities. 
 

Process: 

 
Bidders’ Conference on September 11, 2007, from 9:00 a.m. – noon, Letter of 
Intent due October 5, 2007, and final proposals due November 13, 2007. 
 

Amount: 

 
Intention is to fund up to five applicants for 3 years and 5 months: the initial five 
month term at up to $43,750; the second and third terms at up to $105,000 per 
year; and the final term at up to $100,000 per year. 
 

More Information: 

 
http://lapublichealth.org/place/ - Request for Initiatives. The RFI may also be 
picked up from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 3530 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 800, Los 
Angeles 90010, until September 4, 2007. 
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Agency/Organization 

 
Office of Community Beautification (OCB) of the City of Los Angeles Board of 
Public Works 
 

Grant 
Program/Funding 
Source: 

 
Community Beautification Grant Program 
 

Eligible Applicants: 

Community-based organizations, defined as groups of five or more individuals 
who reside, work, or take interest in an area within the City of Los Angeles. An 
organization can be recognized, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, or formed for the sole 
purpose of creating a proposed project. Examples include: homeowners 
associations, neighborhood councils, improvement associations, Business 
Improvement Districts, neighborhood block clubs, Neighborhood Watch groups, 
Chambers of Commerce, beautification committees, “Friends of…” groups, 
Healthy Start Collaboratives, Parent Teacher Associations, and service clubs. 

Eligible Projects: 

 
Physical improvements that build community in the process, and enhance the 
neighborhood, including landscaping projects, neighborhood markers, tree 
plantings, murals, benches, flower planters, signs, trash receptacles, gardens, 
marquees, kiosks, and refurbishments, including projects on street islands 
(medians), sidewalks, parkways, walls, park, library and public school property. All 
projects must meet the following five eligibility requirements: 
 

• Be contained within City of Los Angeles boundaries 
• Have public access 
• Be sponsored by a community-based organization 
• Include a timeline to be completed within 9 months 
• Include a match that equals or exceeds the amount requested. 

 
OCB requests that projects include visible recognition of the Office of Community 
Beautification. Details on how OCB will be recognized should be included in the 
application. If an organization would like to propose a project not listed above, 
contact OCB staff to discuss the project. 

Process: 

 
Submit complete application package. An organization may submit up to two 
applications per annual grant cycle, however, organizations rarely receive funding 
for two projects in a single cycle due to funding limits. Organizations are 
encouraged to partner with other entities to create a project. Outside entities can 
offer support by providing technical assistance, volunteers, discounts or donations 
of materials and services, and/or donations of cash. 
 

Amount: Up to $10,000. 

More Information: 
 
http://www.lacity.org/bpw/OCB/NMF/index.html 
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Agency/Organization 
 
City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
Mayor’s Million Trees Initiative, created by City of Los Angeles Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa to plant one million trees in the City of Los Angeles with the help of 
community groups, schools, businesses and individuals. 
 

Eligible Applicants 

 
Residents, apartment complexes, and other non-residential electric customers 
of the LADWP. 
 

Eligible Projects 
 
LADWP residential electric customers can receive up to seven free shade trees. 
 

Process 

 
Applicants must participate in an online or neighborhood workshop and submit 
a completed tree order and site plan. LADWP will deliver the trees to the 
residence or facility. 
 

More information 

 
1-800-GreenLA (800-473-3652)  
 
• Residential tree program: www.ladwp.com/ladwp/cms/ladwp000744.jsp  
 
• Non-residential tree program, including apartment complexes 

www.ladwp.com/ladwp/cms/ladwp007064.jsp 
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Agency/Organization 
 
TreePeople 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
TreePeople has created a partnership with the City of Los Angeles Department 
of Recreation & Parks to involve volunteers in helping to plant 300,000 trees on 
nearly 16,000 acres of parkland in Los Angeles. These plantings will take place 
over the next several years. TreePeople will initially focus its efforts on the 
Harbor area and Northeast San Fernando Valley. After those plantings are 
established they will expand into other City of Los Angeles areas. 
 

Process 

 
Individuals, families, community groups or businesses who would like to be a 
part of this project should contact volunteer@treepeople.org to volunteer at 
tree planting events, or trainings@treepeople.org to attend a free Citizen 
Forester training to learn how to organize a tree planting at a local park, school 
or neighborhood. 
 

More Information 
 
www.treepeople.org or (818) 753-4600. 
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Agency/Organization 
 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Urban Forestry Program 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
Leaf-It-To-Us Grant Program 
 

Eligible Applicants 

 
Kindergarten through 12th grade school programs, public schools and school 
districts, private nonprofit schools, local 501(c)(3) nonprofit groups in 
collaboration with an eligible school educational program. 
 

Eligible Projects 

 
Student tree-planting projects with adult supervision that accomplish the 
proper selection and planting of large-crowning, environmentally tolerant, high-
quality trees and increase awareness of the benefits of urban and community 
forests. Appropriate sites include campus streets, walkways, parking lots, on-
campus open space, strategic locations to shade classrooms, educational 
arboretums, and playgrounds. 
 

Process 

 
Applications due January 12, 2008, with anticipated award notification in 
February 2008, and project completion by April 15, 2010. 
 

Amount 

 
$75,000 will be distributed in the form of state reimbursement grants ranging 
from $500-$7,500, with 65% state/35% local match required. 
 

More Information 

 
www.ufei.org/grantinfo.lasso or Glenn Flamik at (916) 651-6423 or 
Glenn.Flamik@fire.ca.gov 
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Agency/Organization 
 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Urban Forestry Program 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
California ReLeaf Urban Forestry Grant Program. 
 

Eligible Applicants 

 
Incorporated nonprofit organizations and unincorporated community based 
groups, with a qualified financial sponsor, located in California. 
 

Eligible Projects 

 
Planting and care of trees on public property, education and outreach projects, 
and volunteer development 
 

Process 

 
Most recent proposals were due August 17, 2007. Guidelines and application 
are available for download at www.californiareleaf.org/grants.html. 
 

Amount 
 
Individual funding requests range from $1,000 to $7,500. 
 

More Information 
 
www.californiareleaf.org/grants.html or (530)757-7332. 
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Agency/Organization 
 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Urban Forestry Program 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
An Urban Forest for Every City - Innovative Urban Forestry Projects Grant 
 

Eligible Applicants 

 
Cities, counties; special districts, including but not limited to school, park, 
recreation, water and local taxing districts; and 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organizations 
 

Eligible Projects 

 
Designing and implementing vegetation maintenance programs; community 
gardens; improving urban greening or the management of urban green 
resources; preparing and implementing community-supported urban forest 
ordinances; establishing urban forestry education centers to restore 
abandoned urban land and to develop community awareness of the benefits of 
managing our urban forests, etc. 
 

Process 

 
Project proposals for FY 2007-08 due August 28, 2007, with project completion 
by March 1, 2010.   
 

Amount 

 
Total available is $1.5 million, with maximum grant award of $500,000. Varied 
levels of matching funding required. 
 

More Information 

 
www.ufei.org/grantinfo.lasso or Glenn Flamik at (916) 651-6423 or 
Glenn.Flamik@fire.ca.gov 
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Agency/Organization 
 
California Resources Agency 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program (EEMP). Provides grants 
for projects to mitigate the environmental impacts caused by new or modified 
state transportation facilities. State gasoline tax monies fund the EEMP. 
 

Eligible Applicants 
 
Local, state, and federal governmental agencies and to nonprofit organizations 
 

Eligible Projects 

 
Grants are awarded in three categories: 
 
a) Highway Landscape and Urban Forestry - Projects designed to improve air 

quality through the planting of trees and other suitable plants. 
b) Resource Lands -- Projects for acquisition, restoration, or enhancement of 

watersheds, wildlife habitat, wetlands, forests, or other natural areas.  
c) Roadside Recreational -- Projects for the acquisition and/or development of 

roadside recreational opportunities. 
 

Process 
 
2006 applications were due Oct. 31. New application expected in late 2007 
 

Amount 
 
$10 million annually 
 

More Information 
 
http://resources.ca.gov/eem/ or (916) 654-9923. 
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Agency/Organization 
 
Home Depot 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
Home Depot Foundation 
 

Eligible Applicants 
 
(501)(c)(3)Nonprofit organizations 
 

Eligible Projects 

 
Community programs that:  
 
• Incorporate trees and landscape into the community development plans of 

neighborhoods as part of the infrastructure to control stormwater runoff, 
create a sense of place, and provide shaded recreational opportunities  

• Incorporate the strategic use of trees and landscape to reduce utility bills, 
provide connectivity and reduce the "heat island" effect created by increased 
buildings and impervious surfaces  

• Educate and engage citizens about the important role trees play to our overall 
health, economic success and community social wellbeing.  

 
In particular, the Foundation encourages programs that create or expand 
partnerships between community tree organizations and those focused on other 
areas of community development, such as affordable housing and programs 
that provide volunteer opportunities. 
 

Process 

 
After reviewing the Community Trees program information and FAQs and 
passing the on-line Eligibility Test, complete and submit the Letter of Inquiry 
questionnaire. If the Letter is Inquiry is approved, submit a full proposal. Three 
funding cycles per year. 
 

More Information 
 
  www.homedepotfoundation.org/support_trees.html 
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Agency/Organization 
 
Eastman Kodak, the Conservation Fund, and the National Geographic Society 
 

Grant Program/Funding 
Source 

 
Eastman Kodak American Greenways Awards. Provides small grants to 
stimulate the planning and design of greenways in communities throughout 
America. Greenways are corridors of protected, public and private land 
established along abandoned railroad corridors, utility rights-of-way, rivers, 
canals, scenic roads or other linear features. 
 

Eligible Applicants 
 
Community organizations (preferred); public agencies 
 

Eligible Projects 

 
Appropriate expenses needed to complete a greenway project, including 
planning, technical assistance, legal, and other costs. 
 

Process 

 
Applications may be submitted from March 1 through June 15 of each calendar 
year. 
 

Amount 

 
Maximum grant award is $2,500, although most grants range from $500 to 
$1,000. 
 

More Information 

 
www.conservationfund.org/node/245, (703) 525-6300 or 
kodakawards@conservationfund.org 
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Other Resources to Find Funding/Support 
 

Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy 

 
Adding walking/biking trails to active railroad corridors/Report on successful “rails 
with trails” projects: 
www.railstotrails.org/resources/documents/resource_docs/Rails-with-
Trails%20Report%20reprint_1-06_lr.pdf 

www.railstotrails.org/index.html; (415) 397-2220 
 

Red Lodge 
Clearinghouse 

 
www.redlodgeclearinghouse.org/resources/search.cfm 
 

Alliance for 
Community Trees 

 
www.actrees.org/site/resources/funding/index.php 
 

Arbor Day Foundation 
 
www.arborday.org/programs/trees4America.cfm 
 

 


