
The LUV Project will test the effectiveness of using 100% electric, 
zero emission local use vehicles (LUV) that are small, short range and 
low speed for taking ‘local’ trips around South Bay neighborhoods. 
Many of the trips taken by South Bay residents and businesses today 
are less than 3 miles and are typically driven in long range, full size, 
full speed vehicles powered by the internal combustion engine. 

The LUV project will demonstrate the benefi ts of using vehicle 
technology appropriate to the characteristics of the trip taken. 
Potential benefi ts include reductions of: 
• pollutants and carbon emissions per mile
• emissions from cold starts
• fuel costs per mile 
• total gasoline consumption per household
• overall congestion

LUVs are limited to 25 MPH and can be legally driven only on 
streets with a posted speed limit of 35 MPH or less. They may cross 
streets with higher speed limits at signalized intersections. Maximum 
distance between charges average around 30 miles.  Maps of LUV 
legal streets can be found at the SBCCOG web page in the LUV 
section.
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The SBCCOG partnered with Enterprise fl eet Management to acquire a fl eet of six vehicles – two Wheego Whips, two 
one GEM e4s, one Columbia Summit, and one Vantage Crewcab.  The vehicles are loaned to participants chosen to test 
the LUVs in a variety of applications.  Vehicles have been placed with residents and institutions for the fi rst six month 
demonstration period.  During the 18 month demonstration project the LUV vehicles will be loaned to new participants 
approximately every six months.  
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To learn more about these vehicles please contact 
the manufacturers directly:

• www.vantagevehicle.com/
• www.wheego.net/
• www.milesev.com/
• www.gemcar.com/
• www.parcar.com/

There are rebates and tax credits for LUV vehicles.  For further information go to:
http://www.driveclean.ca.gov/Calculate_Savings/Incentives.php

To fi nd out more about the LUV program visit us online at:    www.SouthBayCities.org/node/808


