South Bay Cities Council of Governments
Infrastructure Working Group
March 26, 2008 Meeting Minutes 

Attendees: Dana Greenwood (Manhattan Beach) Guest Chair; Richard Garland (Carson); Maryam Jonas (El Segundo); Armando Rodriguez & Marlene Miyoshi (Lawndale); Wendell Johnson (Lomita); John Mate (Redondo Beach); Bill Kaminura, Melissa Murphy & Dennis Kobata (Torrance); Andres Narvaez and Salwa Mostafa (LA County DPW); Kathy McCune, Allan Patashnick and Heather Hills (Metro); Tony Cole (Caltrans); Harold Williams (Carson); and Kim Fuentes (SBCCOG).  
I. Metro Draft Long Range Plan – Heather Hills, Director Metro Long Range Planning

Heather reported that the last update to the Long Range Plan (LRP) was in 2001. The draft 2008 plan looks a head to 2030.  She stated that because there is such a great funding shortfall to construct needed projects, the plan can only fund the projects that where in the last LRP.  The good news however, is that Metro is proposing to fund future Call for Projects.  
The plan compares accomplishments starting in 1980 stating there have been major improvements in carpool lanes, transit services, light rail, etc.  It is anticipated that new plan with improve mobility by 15% and air quality by 5%.  Also looking a head, there will be major challenges such as 2 million more people in 2030.  In addition, expected revenues will not keep pace with growth.  
Even though, there is only enough funding to pay for current LRP projects, the plan establishes a strategic plan element to priorities projects that currently don’t have funding, but could be started if funding became available.  In the strategic plan, projects are listed in tiers based on readiness.  A complete performance analysis will be done on the strategic plan.

Metro is looking at new funding options such as congestion pricing and public private partnerships.  The group asked if Metro was getting more funding through gas taxes since the price of gas has increased.  Heather stated that the gas tax is flat, so there is no increase in revenues when the price of gas goes up.
Some of the recommendations for funding in the LRP include:

· Public Transit

· Eastside Gold Line Extension

· Crenshaw Corridor: Expo to Green Line

· Continue funding Metrolink commuter rail service
· Highways
· Complete carpool lane system

· Improve bottleneck on I-5 from Orange County to I-605

· Continue to fund freeway service patrol

· Project & Programs

· Goods Movement
· System Management

· Bike Lanes and Pedestrian Improvements

There is a Technical Document that accompanies the plan and it will be on the web site this week.  Kim stated that the COG will be sending update their transportation project list for inclusion in this technical document.
Comments are due April 25, 2008.  Heather state that comments so far included about 20 letters mostly from assemblypersons and senators.  She emphasized that comments should send as formal letters not an e-mail.    

II. Agency Reports

SBCCOG – Kim Fuentes, stated that KOA was working on the Goods Movement study and that there will be a meeting before the April IWG meeting.  Currently, they are talking to cities and fine tuning the improvements list.  OWP Model Corridor study: she reported that the selection process is underway and that there should be a firm on board in the next few months.  In reviewing the RFP, she noted that there is a very short timeline for installation of equipment and that cities interested in participating in this study will have to really be able to help facilitate this process.  Mixed Use study – she reported that Task 2 report is complete and posted on the SBCCOG web site.
South Bay Traffic Forum, LA County – Andres Narvaez, gave an update of items that have changes since last month which included the wireless communications – 26 locations have been installed.  On the Call projects, kick-off meetings were held for Marine and 223rd.  Kickoff meeting will be held next week for Vermont.
Metro – Allen Patashnick, reported that the deadline for comments on both the LRP and congestion mitigation fee is April 25th.  Regarding Proposition 1-B, there is $2 bill for trade corridor improvements.  A list is being developed and cities can get from Allan.  A report has been developed for the Metro Board as a “Receive and file” item on Public Private Partnership program. Revenues for Prop A & C, are down.  

Caltrans – Tony Cole, reported that State funded projects from Rolling Hills, Lomita, Redondo Beach in the “safe route to schools” program.
III. Other business – Douglas Street opened up from Rosecrans to Imperial (you can drive straight through). 
