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MINUTES

 South Bay Cities Council of Governments Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, August 23, 2007 7:00 pm
George Nakano Theatre, Torrance CA
Chair Nowatka called the meeting of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments to order at 7:03 pm.  In attendance were the following voting members:

Harold Williams, Carson

Kelly McDowell, El Segundo

Ron Ikejiri, Gardena

Ginny Lambert, Hawthorne

Michael Keegan, Hermosa Beach

Ralph Franklin, Inglewood

Susan Dever, Lomita

Jim Aldinger, Manhattan Beach

Doug Stern, Rancho Palos Verdes

Steven Diels, Redondo Beach

Paul Nowatka, Torrance

Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates

Other elected officials in attendance 

Barry Waite, Lomita                                                              John Addleman Rolling Hills Estates         














Pat Aust, Redondo Beach                                                    Gloria Gray, West Basin Water District

Gene Barnett, Torrance                                                        Rob Katherman, WRD

Tom Brewer, Torrance                                                          Ed Little, West Basin Water District
Pam O’Connor, SW Corridor, Metro Rep.

Also in attendance were the following persons:

Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG

Nicki Coronado, SBCCOG

Merna Marshall, SBCCOG

Darin Chidsey, SCAG

Bev Perry, SCAG

Claudette Moody, Metro Deputy to Pam O’Connor
Stan Myles, AQMD

Jerry Jeffe, Calif. Contract Cities Assn.

Mike Martinet, Area G

Marilyn Lyon, SBESC

Michele Swanson, SBESC
Arnold Sachs, public

Elise Goldman, West Basin MWD
Corey Jackson, U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer
Elsa Lopez, WRD
Gus Meza, West Basin MWD
Kurt Weideman, Torrance
Self-Introductions

Flag Salute-led by Torrance Councilmember Barnett

CONFIRM POSTING OF THE AGENDA BY TORRANCE CITY CLERK

Chair Paul Nowatka announced that the Torrance City Attorney has determined that it is not necessary to pass a motion to accept and file the report of the posting of the agenda by the City Clerk.  Executive Director Bacharach confirmed that the agenda was properly posted in the City of Torrance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF ANY CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
Arnold Sachs, member of the public, informed the COG that the County contributed fees to the West Side COG in the amount of $15,000 and the SBCCOG only gets $7,000.  He reiterated that the Green Line will not be going to the airport, it will go to a people mover that will take people to the airport; pointed out that transportation studies do not include funding amounts; asked for the MTA to consider a commuter express service on Sepulveda Blvd. early in the morning; and asked how much the funding for soundproofing for homes in the airport area will be and when will it become available.

CONSENT CALENDAR 

MOTION by Board Member Mitchell, seconded by Board Member Aldinger to approve the consent calendar.  No objection.  So ordered.

A. June Board Meeting Minutes – approved
PRESENTATION OF REBATE CHECK FROM THE WATER REPLENISHMENT DISTRICT FOR WATER BROOMS
Chair Nowatka welcomed Water Replenishment District Directors – Vice President Rob Katherman and West Basin Municipal Water District Directors Gloria Gray and Ed Little, and thanked them for the success of the water broom initiative, which made the brooms free due to rebates by both WRD and WBMWD.  He invited the Directors and SBCCOG Board members to be photographed next to a replica of a check in the amount of $23,750 which was the reimbursement for the 95 water brooms paid for in advance by the SBCCOG in anticipation of receiving the rebate.

Jacki Bacharach announced that the rebates for the water broom program will be continued by the water agencies and that the Energy Center is taking orders for 500 additional water brooms for South Bay cities, public agencies and businesses and she encouraged everyone to take advantage of this great opportunity.  She extended a special thanks to Marilyn Lyon, Project Manager at the Energy Center, who has devoted many hours to the success of this program.

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH NEW FEDERAL STANDARDS ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

Mike Martinet, Area G Disaster Coordinator, made a presentation on the state and federal initiatives and activities relative to emergency preparedness.  He reviewed several projects Area G is currently involved with, including but not limited to: awaiting the release of the National Response Plan; currently dealing with compliance with the National Incident Management System—an online assessment which requires agencies to answer a questionnaire regarding preparedness in their jurisdiction; the Target Capabilities List which identifies 37 core competencies that are required to respond to disasters; the National Mutual Aid Disaster Response Initiative (a multi-year federal project); credentialing of emergency responders is being pushed; Standard 1600 from the National Fire Protection Association, approved for private sector standards; the Emergency Management Accreditation Program, through which government agencies are rated against a standard of performance (all 50 states and federal territories have been evaluated, as well as a number of counties); and Ready America, a standardized information access throughout the country for disaster preparedness.  He noted that California is working on developing a catastrophic earthquake disaster plan; resource capability assessment projects, emergency responder credentialing, emergency managers mutual aid, emergency services gap analysis are being done by the California legislature; and the “Golden Guardian”, which will focus state wide on an earthquake scenario—8.0 earthquake on the southern section of the San Andreas.  

Mr. Martinet emphasized compliance with the NIMS standards, noting that failure to comply will mean disqualification for about 41 different grants.  He said while some of them are not of interest to our cities, many are.  He said there is a lot to be done and in terms of policy issues, this represents a substantial change from the way emergency management was handled several years ago.  It takes a tremendous amount of staff time and needs to be recognized at the cities.  He concluded by stating that emergency management may not be able to remain at the minimal attention (part-time) and be able to comply with the many requirements.

In response to Board Member McDowell’s comment that the NIMS and SIMS are highly duplicative and, therefore, expensive for training, and his inquiry whether there was any intent to have the NIMS system supersede the SIMS system, Mr. Martinet said the NIMS integrates SIMS and attempts to cut out the duplication in the classes.  Beyond that, it is not possible to cut too much more.

UPDATE ON SOUTH BAY METRO GOVERNANCE COUNCIL 

Metro Governance Member & Rolling Hills Estates Councilman John Addleman introduced other members of the Metro Governance Board and reported on some of the activities of their last meeting, noting that they received a report on the M-3 computer system, which cost $17.5 million and doesn’t work and hasn’t for 3 years.  He said they thought it was important to inform the COG of this gross irresponsibility in oversight and management of this contract.

In response to Board Member Mitchell’s question whether the MTA Board has commented on this yet, MTA Chair Pam O’Connor said that this matter has not yet been brought to the attention of the MTA Board and explained that one of the purposes of having Governance Boards for each area is so that items of interest can be probed more at this level of management—and they’re doing what the Board had hoped would happen.  She said Governance Councils have a very strong role and this is an important part of the process.

REPORTS FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

Compensation for MTA Board Deputy for South Bay & Westside Cities
Board Chair Nowatka explained that this program was brought to the Steering Committee earlier this month, as well as the City Managers Group, and the Steering Committee’s recommendation is that 
· The compensation be increased for this year from the current $73,288 which is totally funded from the MTA to $100,000 which would be divided between the South Bay COG ($21,117) and the Westside COG ($5,585) based on population
· The fee that the SBCCOG receives for administering the contract and invoicing at 3% of the funds received from MTA which is currently $2,267 would be maintained
· The SBCCOG budget would be amended by $21,117 for this item
· The compensation would be re-visited as part of the SBCCOG’s 2008-09 Budget deliberation. 
MOTION by Board Member Aldinger, seconded by Board Member Mitchell, to approve the Steering Committee recommendation, modified as follows:
· To require that the deputy visit every city’s staff and let them know what she is doing and what transportation services/programs she can assist them with; 
· To form a subcommittee to develop benchmarks for the deputy’s performance that can be used to evaluate her work, with the benchmarks brought back to the Steering Committee for approval; and

· To provide an evaluation based on the adopted benchmarks to the City Managers and Steering Committee in April 2008.

Jacki Bacharach explained that the funds would come out reserves.
Pam O’Connor commented that while this is a small contract, it comes with high performance.

MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.      

Legislative Committee Report (Judy Mitchell)
Legislative Action Recommendations re: AB 414 & SB 375 – Recommend Oppose 
Board Member Mitchell explained that SB 375 is very complex and addresses issues related to green house gas emissions and placement of land development near transportation centers and other items negative for local agencies.  She said the intention may be good, but the complexities in carrying out the bill have not been fully developed or well considered.  

Board Member Mitchell explained that due to the immediate deadlines for these pieces of legislation and following the SBCCOG’s policy for time critical actions, letters of opposition were sent on these bills this week with the approval of the Chair and the Legislative Committee Chair.  Therefore, the action on these two bills would be to ratify the opposition.

MOTION by Board Member Williams, seconded by Board Member Dever, to approve.  No objection.  So ordered. 
HR 2548 & S 1499 – Support 

Board Member Mitchell stated that this legislation is intended to reduce emissions coming out of the port.  
Mr. Corey Jackson from Senator Boxer’s presented information regarding these bills.  He noted that Senator Boxer believes the federal government was taking too long to negotiate with other nations on sea-going vessels and proposed legislation to improve the emissions, making sure that once ships come into a US port that they not emit more than a certain amount. 
MOTION by Board Member Aldinger, seconded by Board Member Williams to support.   ALL AYES.  So ordered.
Legislation upon which SBCCOG has a position (attachment) – Receive and file 

Legislative Priorities Update – Jim Aldinger
AQMD Board Composition Change Update 
Board Member Aldinger reported that SB 886 will soon be heard on the Assembly floor and then the Senate floor, after which it will be important for all cities to send letters to the Governor asking him to sign the bill.
Chair Nowatka announced that the City of Torrance has already sent a letter to the governor.

Addition to Agenda – Urgency Item
Board Member Lambert announced that Assemblyman Lieu is co-authoring a bill AB 221 directing CALPERS and CALSTRS to divest from investments in companies that are sponsors of terrorism.  She said this item has just come up and asked for an emergency addition to the agenda and sending of a letter of support.

MOTION by Board Member Lambert, seconded by Keegan, to add the item as an urgency item.  All Ayes.  So ordered.
MOTION by Lambert to support AB 221 in concept.  Seconded by Board Member Aldinger.

Discussion took place regarding the possibility of unintended consequences if PERS were to divest from foreign-owned companies in general.

VOTE:  all ayes.  So ordered.
Chair Nowatka asked that the Executive Committee review the letter prior to sending.  So ordered.
Energy Center Projects Update 

Marilyn Lyon: 

· announced various activities at the Energy Center, including but not limited to a lamp exchange on September 15-16 at Wal-Mart in Torrance and an Energy Efficiency Seminar & Expo for hotels, gyms, golf courses and facilities.  

· reviewed the Energy Center’s goals, noting that they are almost finished with their goals far in advance of the end of the program.
· reported that the Energy Center is willing to provide energy audits for school districts and asked for help contacting the right parties at the school districts; and

· reminded everyone to check the website for additional activities and events.  

Board Member Franklin reported that the City of Inglewood participated in “National Night Out” and distributed free light bulbs for people to use on their front porch.

BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Torrance Councilmember Brewer welcomed the COG and stated the City of Torrance looks forward to hosting for the next year and thanked MB for hosting last year.
· Chair Nowatka stated that one of his goals for the year is to have the meetings conclude by 9 pm, or as close to that time as possible, and he encouraged everyone to provide written summary reports on their committee meetings, which will not only make the meeting time more efficient but also enable everyone to take the information back to their respective councils.  He expressed hope that everyone would provide feedback on the meetings and what they would like to see the SBCCOG doing and he encouraged everyone to bring their colleagues to a Board meeting.
· El Segundo Mayor McDowell reported that FAA Administrator Marion Blakey came out strongly in favor of immediate safety improvements at the north air field at LAX airport.  
· Rancho Palos Verdes Councilmember Stern announced that the Point Vicente Interpretive Center was just named as one of the best picnic spots with a view in the Best of LA 2007 in Los Angeles Magazine.  
· Inglewood Councilmember Franklin thanked Marilyn Lyon for providing information to the Inglewood Council on the Energy Center; announced he has met with the MTA and other engineers regarding a better transit system in the area; and noted that because of the population explosion it is important to provide transit for people, and there will be a major study in the near future.  
· Carson Councilmember Williams commented on the importance of widening the air strips; expressed concern that and we won’t be able to remain viable with the state” stealing our transportation money”; and expressed concern that we won’t be competitive in the future with the ports not being able to expand.  
· Manhattan Beach Mayor Aldinger commented that demand will always outpace the improvements we can make and asked if there isn’t a point in time when we say no more growth or will we let stuff pile up until we don’t move any more.  He noted that we can still get our fair share of federal money for projects, but we just won’t grow.  
· Lomita Councilmember Dever invited everyone to participate or watch the Lomita parade at the end of September; 
· Redondo Beach Councilmember Diels reported that Redondo Beach got unanimous support from the City Council to keep alive the prospect of a regional transit center in Redondo Beach.  He noted that there is currently a bus depot, but there is property adjacent to the BNSF line that provides an opportunity for a major transit center.  He noted that city staff had presented a request that the City return some federal funds and after some education they voted to keep the transit center alive.
· Rolling Hills Estates Councilmember Mitchell invited everyone to the 50th Anniversary City Celebration on the 3rd Saturday in September at the Empty Saddle Club in Rolling Hills Estates.
· Manhattan Beach Mayor Aldinger commended Manhattan Beach on a very successful AVP Volleyball Tournament and announced that he has just recently been elected Mayor by his peers.
· Hermosa Beach Mayor Keegan announced an upcoming centennial dinner party where they will honor former elected officials and dedicate a permanent plaque for the City’s Men and Women of the Year;
· Hawthorne Councilmember Lambert reported that the County Assessor’s office had Hawthorne listed as 50th on the list and they have climbed up the ladder to be 10th in Los Angeles County’s 88 cities.

AGENCY REPORTS
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Pam O’Connor)

Pam O'Connor thanked the COG for supporting her as the new chair of the MTA.  She reported that has
established two Task Forces/Ad-Hoc Committees –one focusing on sustainability issues and the second on Congestion Pricing Opportunities; a study session on the Long-Range Transportation Plan was held last week; the staff presentation on the estimated funding available for the update to the Long Range Plan is available on the website; constraints are funding; there are many worthy projects and discussion focused around what to do next.  We need to look at regional ways of raising money and identifying options (congestion pricing; private/public partnerships; additional gas tax or sales tax) because it appears
there will not be help from the State; the draft of the LRTP will be released late in the year or early
next year.  She said the Metro Board approved the Call for Projects in their priority and standing but did
not fund them because of the funding questions related to state budget deliberations.  The Call for Projects issue will be on the September agenda but it is important that the cities and COG communicate with the MTA Board on the importance of funding their projects. In September, there will be a board workshop prior to the Executive Management meeting on September 20 on transit security, with the Sheriff's contract up for renewal next year, and review of the options going forward.
Jacki Bacharach noted that the So Bay Cities Association of Chambers of Commerce is planning to have a breakfast to celebrate Pam’s chair of the MTA, tentatively scheduled for October 22 or 23.  More to come.  Save the date!!

South Coast Air Quality Management District (Stan Myles)

Mr. Myles thanked everyone for their continued support of the AQMD but did not have a report.  

SCAG & Committees (Darin Chidsey) – written report at meeting

Darin Chidsey reported that the next SCAG meetings will be on August 30th; no Regional Council meeting; workshop to discuss the Regional Transportation Plan.  Every 4 years there is a regional transportation plan, taking all of the transportation projects throughout SC and putting them together in one document.  In order to get state and federal funding, projects must be in this document.  Final plan should be available in February.  Projects must meet air quality and financial requirements.   They plan to hold a series of five workshops, with the next one on August 30th.  Everyone is invited to attend.  Future meetings:  

· Goods movement: September 20 in Long Beach 10 to 2; location TBD

· Force for Change:  August 30th; as a result of the Lake Arrowhead meeting regarding what SCAG should be looking like, a task force that will look at completely reformatting SCAG in the best possible way.  Councilmember Nowatka will be part of this effort.
South Bay Economic Development Partnership   (Barry Waite)

Barry Waite reported that he now represents the SBCCOG on the South Bay Economic Development Partnership Board.   He 
· announced that several cities have already joined “cool cities” and encouraged those that have not to do so;

· explained that they are working on setting up industry cluster workshops to address specific concerns; 

· noted that business visitations are being conducted to discuss their issues.
Executive Director’s Report
Jacki Bacharach reported that the Energy Center is working closely with Congresswoman Jane Harman’s office on the cool cities program, noting that SBESC would like to work with cities to help implement the program.  She said the future vision is that we will expand  programs in the area of recycling, or other sustainability issues to promote a unified, green South Bay.  She reported that Ron Smith, WBMWD is working with the Energy Center and will appear on Supervisor Yvonne Burke’s cable show with Chair Nowatka to discuss what’s going on at the Energy Center.  
Upcoming events

· October 3rd; L.A. County Fire Chief Freeman will attend the homeland security task force;
· The planning staffs from the South Bay cities are now meeting quarterly.  Their next meeting will be at Playa Vista on October 18th  from noon to 2 p.m. for the purpose of seeing the mixed use development where they are trying to create a village center, including providing electrical vehicles on loan to the residents.  She said the meeting will be open to all COG members and RSVPs are required;
· The General Assembly will be held February 22, 2008 at the Carson Community Center and will feature a program on “Preparing your city for the Boom” (a program on aging).  Send ideas to Jacki of how to make the program better.
· Studies funded by SCAG include the Goods Movement Study and the mixed-use center study which culminated in a guide book on how to handle more density in your cities.  These reports are available on the COG website.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Chair Nowatka at 9:00 pm.

Submitted by:

Merna Marshall

Recording Secretary

