

ITEM #VIII.A.2.


South Bay Cities Council of Governments

September 18, 2008

To:
SBCCOG Board of Directors

From:
Steering Committee 

RE:     Propositions that are on the November 4, 2008, General Election Ballot
There are 12 state ballot measures and one county measure.  The SBCCOG does not take positions on the social issues or other areas outside our purview.  

The Steering Committee agreed that the SBCCOG should take no position on the following propositions since they do not fall under the SBCCOG’s legislative agenda:

Proposition 1 - High Speed Rail 

Proposition 2 - Treatment of Farm Animals

Proposition 3 - Children's Hospital Bonds

Proposition 4 - Waiting Period for Minor's Pregnancy

Proposition 5 – Non-violent Offenders. Sentencing, Parole & Rehab

Proposition 6 - Criminal Penalties - increases penalties for certain crimes - aimed at gangs

Proposition 8 - Limits on Marriage

Proposition 9 - Victim's Rights

Proposition 12 - Veterans' Bonds

RECOMMENDATION

The Steering Committee is recommending that the Board consider taking positions on the following propositions.  The recommendations have been proposed by SBCCOG staff:

Proposition 7 - Renewable Energy Generation  - RECOMMEND OPPOSE 

Requires all utilities, including government-owned utilities, to generate 50 percent of their power from renewable energy by 2025. While supporting a renewable energy target is a laudable goal, this is too optimistic to be achieved, and well beyond the targets for implementing the landmark greenhouse-gas emissions reduction law, AB 32. Also, it is poorly drafted. Experts say it will not achieve its stated goals and will actually disrupt the development of renewable power. It may force small renewable energy companies out of California’s market and cause higher energy bills.

Proposition 10 - Alternative Fuel Vehicles and Renewable Energy. Bonds. – RECOMMEND OPPOSE  
This measure would authorize the sale of $5 billion in general obligation bonds to provide rebates to purchasers of certain high fuel economy and alternative fuel vehicles, and to fund grants and other incentives for technology development.   The use of bonds should finance capital expenditures or the purchase of property for public purposes. The purposes of this bond are not an appropriate use for state-issued, bond-generated revenues.
Proposition 11 - Redistricting Reform: California Voters FIRST Act - RECOMMEND SUPPORT

This measure removes from the legislature the power to redraw district boundaries for the State Senate, Assembly and Board of Equalization after each census. Instead, it provides for the appointment of a 14-member independent citizens commission to perform this process, establishes clear criteria for how the boundaries shall be drawn, and requires an open and transparent process with due notice, public hearings, and no communications outside of the hearings.  

County Proposition - Sales Tax – RECOMMEND SUPPORT

This ½ cent sales tax measure will finance dozens of transportation projects from fixing potholes to major highway construction, buying clean fueled buses and building new rail lines spread throughout the county in a concerted effort to keep pace with major population and job growth.  It includes an expenditure plan estimated to generate $40 billion over 30 years. Cities and county unincorporated areas would receive 15% of sales tax revenue for local transit services, street resurfacing, left hand turn signals, bikeways, pedestrian improvements and other local transportation priorities.
20% would help subsidize countywide bus operations. Another 5% will pay for Metrolink operations, maintenance and expansion and for purchasing Metro Rail train cars, rail yards and other system improvements.  The ballot measure calls for an annual independent audit and report to taxpayers and ongoing monitoring and review of spending by an independent taxpayer oversight committee.
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