EXHIBIT B
Mixed Use Centers and Transit Corridors Demand Study

Funded by METRO (The Los Angeles Country Metropolitan Transportation Authority)
Sole Source Contracting Justification

The METRO Board of Directors, at its meeting on June 22, 2006, budgeted funds in an amount not to exceed $ 80,000 to fund the SBCCOG’s Mixed Use Centers and Transit Corridors Demand Study (the “PROJECT”) estimated to cost $ 80,000 (the “Funds”).  

The SBCCOG intends to enter into a sole source contract with the Siembab Corporation, which in turn will enter into sole source contracts with as many as 7 other entities or individuals.  Those entities or individuals include Marlon Boarnet, PhD, Solimar Research, an un-named part time research assistant, an un-named writing consultant, and three un-named transportation/land use professionals.  

The SBCCOG for the past three years has conducted a Mixed Use Centers and Transit Corridors Demand Study.  That portion of the study was funded by SCAG under its Overall Work Program(OWP).  METRO’s intent in making this recent grant is to make it possible for the SBCCOG to continue its research initiated in the previous three years.  The work scope approved by METRO consists entirely of analyzing data collected under the previous SCAG contracts, advancing recommendations made by the consultant at the conclusion of the final SCAG contract, or revising documents produced under the SCAG contracts.
The METRO grant is of a nature that the SBCCOG has the option of completing the work scope using its own employees.  The SBCCOG does not have employees but rather contracts with Jacki Bacharach and Associates who in turn retains a number of part-time contractors to perform specific tasks.  
One of the JBA contractors has been Walter Siembab (the Siembab Corporation).  One of the duties performed by Siembab for the SBCCOG has been managing the consultant contracts associated with the SCAG OWP.  Siembab in fact managed the contractor over the three-year period of the SCAG OWP.  

A sole source contract for Siembab is justified by the facts that:

· The METRO grant is a continuation of the SCAG work

· Siembab managed the SCAG work on behalf of the SBCCOG

· Siembab has specialized expertise and experience by virtue of his role in the SCAG contracts

· The work for the METRO contract is identical to the work on the SCAG contracts. 

Siembab’s fee will be $24,000 (below METRO’s $40,000 threshold for a competitive bid). 

The SCAG OWP contracts were awarded to Solimar Research all three years (2004-2007).  In each year, SCAG issued an RFP to solicit competitive bids.  Solimar was selected the first year from among 5 competitors and was the sole applicant in the second and third years.  
Solimar’s role in the METRO contract will be to re-organize one of the data sets it collected between 2004 and 2007 so that it can be more easily analyzed.  In addition, Solimar’s sole source contract will be for only $2,100.

Marlon Boarnet, PhD, served as the primary sub-contractor to Solimar in each of its contracts.  Boarnet is a leading expert in the impacts of urban form on transportation behavior, precisely the subject of the SBCCOG’s Mixed Use Centers and Transit Corridors Demand Studies.
A sole source contract for Boarnet is justified by the facts that:
· The METRO grant is a continuation of the SCAG work

· Boarnet was a member of the team that won three consecutive competitive bids. 

· Boarnet has specialized expertise as well as experience working on the previous Mixed Use Centers and Transit Corridors Demand Studies.
· His work for the METRO contract is identical to the work on the SCAG contracts. 

Boarnet’s fee will be $30,000 (below METRO’s $40,000 threshold for a competitive bid).
The research assistant, not yet selected, is being recruited from students at UCLA and USC graduate Urban Planning schools.  The fee is fixed at $20 per hour and the final selection will be based on capabilities vis a vis the required duties.  The research assistant will receive less than $20,000

The remaining 4 individuals will perform work for fixed fees of $5,000, $1,500, $1,500 and $1,500.  The individuals will be selected on the basis of their professional qualifications.
