South Bay Cities Council of Governments
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

July 13, 2009 Minutes
Attendees:  Ellen Perkins (Chair, PVE), Judy Mitchell (RHE), Susan Rhilinger (Torrance), Julie Ruiz-Raber (Carson), Juan Camacho (Senator Boxer’s office), Rebecca Kim (Congresswoman Harman’s office), Bill Orton (Senator Wright’s office), Sharon Weissman (Senator Oropeza’s office), Jacki Bacharach SBCCOG), Brian Raber & Beverly Voran (Guests)
I.
Call to Order 

II.
Motion to accept and file report of the Posting of the Agenda

III.       Minutes from June 8, 2009 – ApproveD AS AMENDED
IV.      Reports from Other Agencies
A. League of California Cities – ACOSTA
· SAVE YOUR CITY CAMPAIGN – SUMMIT JULY 17 & 18 WITH CSAC AND CSBA

· AB 155 pulled and not to be heard  
· League likes energy bill but doesn’t like that it doesn’t fund full climate action bills – so currently neutral.
B. L.A. Metro - Transportation Funding, State & Federal legislation – PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD CLOSES TOMORROW FOR CONGESTION RELIEF PROJECT ON I-110.  WRIGHT CONSIDERING WHETHER TO HAVE TRANSPONDERS SHOULD BE FREE OR COST $S.   ONLY PUBLIC COMMENT REQUIREMENT WAS ON THE COST OF THE TOLLS IN THE ENABLING LEGISLATION.  HOW TO DISTRIBUTE TRANSPONDERS AND HOW TO ENFORCE THEM IS STILL BEING DELIBERATED.  100 COMMENTS SO FAR.  SENATOR OROPEZA IS OPPOSED TO THE PROGRAM.  OPPOSED TO HAVES AND HAVE NOTS SEPARATED.  THESE LANES PAID WITH GOVERMENTS FUNDS.  TO BOARD THIS MONTH – JULY 23.  SENATOR WRIGHT WILL WEIGH IN.
V. Reports from Legislative Representatives
· HARMAN 
· ENERGY BILL PASSED.  300 PAGE AMENDMENT AND HER PART TAKEN OUT.  SHE VOTED FOR IT.  DOESN’T GO FAR ENOUGH BUT IT’S A FIRST STEP.  MITCHELL FEELS CAP AND TRADE IS A PROCESS RIPE FOR ABUSE AND SCAMMING WHEREAS A TAX ON EMISSIONS IS EASIER TO MONITOR AND IS CLEANER.  LOOK AT THIS.  SENATOR BOXER’S COMMITTEE WILL TAKE THIS UP NO EARLIER THAN SEPTEMBER.  SHE HAS 6 GOALS FOR THE BILL.  
· PER DIEM RATE – LA/ORANGE/VENTURA ALL LINKED TOGETHER.  THIS IS A CONCERN TO SOME IN THE SOUTH BAY BECAUSE LODGING IN SOUTH BAY HIGHER THAN THE AVERAGE ALLOWED.  HARMAN’S OFFICE HAS INVESTIGATED AND IS TRYING TO SEE IF LA COUNTY CAN BE ON THEIR OWN SO THAT WE COULD HAVE A HIGHER PER DIEM RATE.
· HEALTH CARE REFORM – SHE WILL FOCUS ON WELLNESS AND INVOLVE MEDICS TO ASSIST WITH ER OVERFLOW.

· HR 1207 – MONITORING FEDERAL RESERVE BILL &  HR 555 – SUPPORT FOR 2 JOURNALISTS IN KOREA
· OROPEZA
· BUDGET WEEKEND TALKS GOOD

· SENATE FURLOUGHING EMPLOYEES WHO MAKE MORE THAN $50,000/MONTH.  SHARON WILL BE GONE THE 1ST MONDAY OF THE MONTH.  VERONICA WILL BE GONE THE 2ND MONDAY OF THE MONTH AND SACRAMENTO STAFF WILL TAKE FRIDAYS FOR THEIR FURLOUGH.  38 OF THE SENATORS HAVE TAKEN 5% VOLUNTARY PAY CUT.

· ASSEMBLY IS TRYING TO MAKE OTHER CUTS – MORE VACANCIES FROM MORE TURNOVER.  

· ALL BILLS MOVING FORWARD EXCEPT SB 35 – FEED THE HUNGRY, SAVE THE PLANET – COST WAS TOO HIGH ($250,000 EST.)  PREPARED FOOD THROWN OUT TO FOOD BANKS.  WILL BE TWO YEAR BILL.  INTERN IN THEIR OFFICE IS TRYING TO INFORMALLY ARRANGE THIS.  FOOD BANK STARTING A PROGRAM CALLED ‘ANOTHER SERVING’ WHICH WOULD DELIVER PERISHABLE FOOD TO THE NEEDY.  THEY WILL E-MAIL A FLYER.
· WRIGHT

· ORTON FURLOUGHED TOO.

· PERS BENEFIT 1 YEAR MORATORIUM SUGGESTED BY KEITH RICHMAN.  WOULD LEAD TO LAWSUITS BUT HAS BEEN DISCUSSED ALONG WITH OTHER IDEAS.

· TAX RECEIPTS DOWN $1 BILLION MORE THAN ESTIMATED.  DEFICIT IS MUCH LARGER THAN ANTICIPATED AND NOT REALLY KNOWN.  $26.3 BILLION IS CURRENT NUMBER.

· LEGISLATION MOVING.  SB 696 ATYPICAL RE: RULES WAIVED.  IT’S AN URGENCY BILL.  CONTACT LOWENTHAL. ENVIRONMENTALISTS OPPOSED SO DIFFICULT FOR PAVLEY/HANCOCK.  SIMITIAN & CORBETT UNDERSTAND THE JOB CREATION ISSUES.  REPUBLICANS WILL BE FOR IT.
VI.       Legislation That SBCCOG Has Positions on (matrix attached)
VII.      Consideration of legislation for Possible Action – ( presented at the meeting))
VIII.    Public Comment - NONE

IX.      Next meeting – September 14, 2009 


(NOTE:  any items that arise before the next Legislative Committee meeting that must be 
addressed will be considered by the Steering Committee on August 10)
X. Adjourn  

LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE WILL BEGIN SEPTEMBER 16.
