South Bay Cities Council of Governments

 

July  8, 2008
   

TO:           SBCCOG Legislative Committee

FROM:     Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director
RE:
Bills With Position 
ELECTIONS

	AB 1819
(Price)
	This bill would allow pre-registration of 16 and 17 year-olds when they apply for a driver’s license or by filling out a special application.  The registration would be deemed effective as soon as the affiant is 18 years of age at the time of the next election.  The above provisions of the bill would become operative when the Secretary of State certifies that the state has a statewide voter registration database that complies with the requirements of the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002  .
	  SUPPORT

(4/24/08)
(Ltr sent to Asm Approp 4/30/08) (Ltr to Sen Elections Comm 6/18/08)

	Senate Appropriations Committee
Hearing Date:  7/14/08

  

	SB 1235

(Oropeza)
	Polling Place. notice of change.  This bill would require notices to be placed at the former

polling place location informing voters of the new location even when there is time to mail out a notice of the change of location.
	SUPPORT

(4/24/08)

(Ltr to Oropeza 4/30/08) (Ltr to Asm Comm on Elections & Redistricting 6/11/08)
	Assembly Appropriations Committee
Hearing Date:  7/9/08



EMPLOYEE RELATIONS
	SB 1338

(Migden)
	Workers' compensation: medical treatment: predesignation of physician.  To delete the sunset date (December 31, 2009) in the Labor Code that will, after that date, eliminate the right of workers to predesignate a personal physician for the purposes of workers' compensation.
	OPPOSE

(4/24/08)

(Ltr sent to Migden 4/30/08; Ltr to Sen Appropriations 5/6/08) (Ltr to Asm Insurance Comm 6/11/08)
	Assembly Appropriations Committee
Hearing Date:  7/9/08




ENVIRONMENTAL

	AB 2176

(Caballero)
	The federal Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (federal act) provides energy efficiency and conservation block grants to states for the purposes of reducing fossil fuel emissions, improving energy efficiency, and to reducing total energy use. That act requires not less than 60% of the funds allocated to a state to be used to provide subgrants to local governments that are not eligible to receive block grants under the act. Existing law authorizes the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to apply for and accept grants. This bill would require the commission to administer funds received by the state pursuant to the federal act and would require not less than 60% of the funds received to be used to provide subgrants to cities and counties of specified population sizes.
5/23/08 Amendment removes 40% from the section that stipulates where/how the remainder of funds may be used.
	SUPPORT

(3/27/08)

(Ltr sent 3/28/08 to Asm Nat Res; Ltr faxed 4/29/08;Ltr to Asm Appropriations 4/29/08) (Ltr to Sen Energy & Utilities Comm 6/11/08) (Ltr to Sen Approp 6/25/08)
	7/10/08
Senate Second Reading



	AB 2640

(Huffman)
	Solid water:  compostable organics management.   The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 establishes an integrated waste management program administered by the California Integrated Waste Management Board. The board is required to file an annual report with the Legislature regarding the implementation of the act. The act requires a city, county, city and county, or regional agency to develop a source reduction and recycling element of an integrated waste management plan containing specified components. This bill would require the board to annually recommend to the Legislature the allocation of the funds that the board should expend to provide the grants and loans authorized by the act. The bill would also require the board toevaluate the feasibility of allowing the use of new nongreen material alternative daily covers. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
AMENDED:  The Fee:  If AB 2866 (de Leon) is signed into law, then the revenues from that bill will be used to support the organic waste management program created in AB 2640, and the fee on green waste ADC will only be triggered on green materials used for ADC above 7.5% of total disposal. AB 2866 would increase the state disposal fee from $1.40 to $2.00 and allocate ~1/3 of the 60-cent increase to organic waste management. 
 
(FYI - based on 2006 Waste Board countywide destination survey data, the County of Los Angeles’ use of green waste ADC represented 6% of overall disposal)
 
2. Proportionality: AB 2866 requires the Waste Board to make not less than 40% available for eligible projects in Southern California and no less than 40% for projects in Northern California for the funds available to composting. 
 
3. Diversion mandate: the language codifying the Waste Board’s goal to divert 50% organic waste by 2020 was removed from the bill. 
	OPPOSE
RECOMMEND POSSIBLE RECONSIDERATION

(6/19/08)(Ltr faxed to Sen EQ 6/20/08)
Brought to SBCCOG attention by El Segundo which opposed in original version
 
	7/1/08 

Senate Appropriations Committee
Affects use of alternate daily cover for use as credit.

.

 

	AB 2939

(Hancock)
	Building standards: green buildings: local variances.  The California Building Standards Law provides for the adoption of building standards by state agencies by requiring all state agencies that adopt or propose adoption of any building standard to submit the building standard to the California Building Standards Commission for approval or adoption. This bill would specifically authorize a city or county to make changes or modifications in the building standards proposed by the department and approved by the commission, to permit the city or county to implement specified green building guidelines and scoring systems, if the change or modification does not permit use of a building standard that is less stringent than those otherwise permitted under existing law
	SUPPORT
(5/22/08)
(Ltr to Asm Local Gov. 5/23/08) (Ltr to Sen EQ 6/19/08)
	7/1/08 

Senate Appropriations Committee
 


HOUSING

	SB 303

(Ducheny)
	Local Government:  housing.  Requires every California city's general plan to encompass a planning and  projection period of 20 years and set aside enough land  with appropriate zoning to supply housing at all income levels for the projected population growth. Significantly amended but still concerns – most notably reduction of the cities’ allocation of Prop. 42 funds from 20% to 15%.  Also adds requirements to the Open Space element of the General Plan.
	OPPOSE

(3/22/07)
League opposed

(Ltr to Sen Transp & Housing  3/24/07; Ltr sent 5/19/07 to Sen Approp.; to Asm Local Gov 6/27/07)
	 Assembly Appropriations Committee
Hearing Date:  7/9/08


REVENUE AND TAXATION

	AB 640

(de la Torre)
	Water Replenishment Districts.  AMENDED INTO STUDY BILL.  Requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to study a Southern California groundwater basin to determine underflow between its two sub-basins & the appropriate water replenishment assessment for each basin.  Specifically, this bill requires:
1)DWR to conduct a study to determine "the basin specific charges, including underflow, in each basin" in the Southern California Water Replenishment District (SCWRD).

2)Submission of the study to the Legislature by January 1, 2010.  
	OPPOSE

(4/26/07)
(concept opposed 2/20/07 - letter sent  & to Lieu 6/4/07))


	8/30/07
Senate Appropriations Committee



	SCA 12 

(Torlakson)
	Local government: property-related fees.  Would additionally exclude fees and charges for storm water and urban runoff management from Proposition 218 approval requirements for the imposition or increase of a property-related fee or charge.
	SUPPORT

(6/28/07) 

(Ltr faxed to Sen E,R,CA 6/29/07)

League supports
	7/12/08 
Senate Third Reading
 


TRANSPORTATION
	AB 2321

(Feuer)
	Transportation Funding. Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority.  Amends Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) existing authority to adopt a .5% transactions and use tax (sales tax) in Los Angeles County by eliminating outdated deadlines for specific projects and programs, and extending the period in which the tax can be collected from 6 1/2 years to 30 years, subject to a two-thirds approval of local voters to require the MTA to include specified projects and programs in its Long Range Transportation Plan. This bill would also authorize the MTA to incur bonded indebtedness, as specified, and would make other related changes.

AMENDED TO EXTEND LENGTH OF GOLD LINE, NO SOUTH BAY PROJECTS
	OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED

TO INCLUDE  TRANSIT PROJECTS OF BENEFIT TO THE SOUTH BAY
(5/22/08) (Ltr sent to Feuer & Assm Approp 5/23/08)(Ltr to Sen Trans & Housing 6/18/08)
(Mentions specific projects but not the Green Line)
	7/2/08
Senate Appropriations Committee
SGVCOG has  taken a position to support in concept and work with author for the Fuher bill. However, that was before the Board saw this analysis. It now appears based on discussions with many members including our State Legislative caucus, unless there are major changes to the bill, the COG Board would be considering a motion in September to oppose the ballot measure. The bill, as currently configured provides most of the money to the subway and the Expo line Phases I and II. That is not something San Gabriel Valley will support nor should any other sub region support other than Westside cities. This analysis raises many questions surrounding equity and cost effectiveness that must be addressed by MTA and the LA County cities in the future irrespective of any future sales tax increase. 



	AJR 52

(Karnette)
	Commercial motor vehicles.  This measure would reaffirm California's opposition to proposals at all levels of government, that would authorize increases in the
size or weight of commercial motor vehicles because of the impact that these increases would have on highway infrastructure, especially bridges.
	SUPPORT

 (BASED ON EXISTING POSITION) 

(Ltr to Oropeza 7/3/08)
	7/03/08

In Assembly.  Concurrence in Senate amendments pending.



	SB 375

(Steinberg)
	Transportation planning: travel demand models: Requires the California Transportation Commission, by April 1, 2008, to adopt guidelines for the use of travel demand models used in the development of regional transportation plans by certain regional transportation planning agencies. The bill would require the Dept of Transportation to assist the commission, on request, in this regard, & would impose other related requirements. Also requires the Air Resources Board to provide each region with greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for 2020 and 2050.
	  OPPOSE

(8/07)

2/22/08 LCC changed to OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED
SCAG WATCHING
	3/24/08
Assembly Appropriations Committee

	SB 974

(Lowenthal)
	Ports: congestion relief: air pollution  mitigation:  regulatory fee.  This bill would require the Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach, and Oakland to collect a user fee on the owner of container cargo moving through the Port of Los Angeles, the Port of Long Beach, or the Port of Oakland at a rate of $30 per twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU). This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
	  SUPPORT

(5/24/07)

(Ltr faxed to Asm Nat. Resources 6/24/07; faxed to Asm Trans 6/29/07)
	7/3/08 
Assembly Third Reading


	AJR 52

(Karnette)
	Commercial motor vehicles.  This measure would reaffirm California's opposition to 
removing the federal freeze on increases in  the size or weight of commercial motor vehicles because of the impact that these increases would have on highway
infrastructure, especially bridges.
	SUPPORT based on previous position

(Ltr sent to Sen. Oropeza 7/3/08)
	7/2/08
Adopted by Senate – to Assembly


OTHER

	AB 642

(Wolk)
	Design-build:  counties, cities and special districts

This bill would authorize any city, with the approval of the appropriate city council, to enter into design-build contracts, as defined, in accordance with specified provisions. The bill also would extend these provisions until January 1, 2019. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
	SUPPORT

(5/22/08)

(Ltr to Sen. Approp. 5/23/08) (Ltr to Sen Approp Comm 6/11/08)

	Senate Appropriations Committee
Hearing Date:  7/14/08

 

	AB 983 

(Ma)
	Re:  Public contracting: plans and specifications.  This bill would require a local public entity, charter city, or charter county, before entering into any contract for a project, to provide full, complete, and accurate plans and specifications and estimates of cost, giving such direction as will enable any competent mechanic or other builder to carry them out. This bill would exempt from these provisions any clearly identified design-build projects or design-build portions thereof. This bill would further provide that these provisions shall not be construed to require a contractor to prove an affirmative or intentional misrepresentation or active concealment on the part of the public entity, charter city, or charter county that provides the plans and specifications.

Senate Floor Amendments of 6/18/08 exempts annual contracts for repair, remodeling, or other repetitive work according to unit prices from the provisions of the bill.
	 OPPOSE
(5/22/08)
(Ltr to Ma 5/23/08)
	7/3/08 

Assembly concurrence  




FEDERAL

	HR 980

(Kildee)

&

S 2123

(Gregg)
	The Public Safety Employer-Employee Cooperation Act of 2007.  Provides mandatory collective bargaining rights for public safety officers employed by States or their political subdivisions
	OPPOSE

(5/22/08)
(Ltr to Kildee 5/23/08) (Ltr to Feinstein & Boxer 6/11/08)
	HR 980 - 5/15/2008 Senate floor actions. Status: Cloture motion on the measure withdrawn by unanimous consent in Senate.
S-2123 - 10/1/2007 

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

	HR 2548

(Solis)

& 

S 1499

(Boxer)
	Marine Vessel Emissions Reduction Act of 2007.  Requires the Administrator of the EPA to establish standards to reduce emissions of air pollutants from marine vessels in a sufficient period of time to allow all areas in the United States to meet air quality standards in accordance with applicable deadlines.
	SUPPORT
(3/27/08)
(Ltr sent 4/2/08)

	HR 2548 - 5/24/07 

House Committee on Energy and Commerce

S. 1499  - 5/21/08 
Committee on Environment and Public Works: Ordered to be reported without amendment favorably, i.e., Passed in Committee and now to full Senate for vote.


LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR FOR REMAINDER OF THE SESSION

July 3


Summer recess

August 4 

Legislature reconvenes
August 15

Last day for fiscal committees to meet & report bills to the floor

August 18 – 31 
Floor session only.  No committees other than conference and Rules Committees

August 22

Last day to amend bills on the floor

August 31

Last day for any bill to be passed.




Final recess begins upon adjournment

September 30

Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills passed by Legislature before Sept. 1
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