

ITEM #IV.H.

 

South Bay Cities Council of Governments
July 16, 2007
TO:   Steering Committee 

RE:   9th Annual General Assembly – February 22, 2008
The Carson Community Center has been reserved and it is now time to focus on the topic for the next General Assembly.  Having the event on a Friday and making it morning through lunch got excellent responses so those are the parameters for the next General Assembly that we are working with.

.

A list of the topics of the previous General Assemblies is as follows:

· 1st –  About the SBCCOG, Speaker from Governor’s Office & Panel re: Internet Sales

· 2nd – Cooperative Law Enforcement Efforts & Law Enforcement Technology in the South Bay

· 3rd -  Designing Places for People – Livable Communities in the South Bay

· 4th -  Hometown Security

· 5th -  Partnerships – Building Better Communities

· 6th - Facing the Future:  Energy Use & Supply in the South Bay
· 7th – The South Bay’s Digital Future:  How It Will Change Everything
· 8th – Mobility Options for the South Bay

TOPIC
In past years, we have reviewed a long list of potential topics.  This year, I would like to recommend that you consider choosing between two topics:

                             Senior Issues for Cities/Aging in a Sustainable Community

                                                      OR

                              Planning/Community Design and Public Health
These two topics are very timely and haven’t been discussed in the South Bay in any depth.  They each would involve multiple city departments and community organizations and there are excellent speakers available.

As you may remember, the topic of Senior issues was recommended by Brad Lindahl from Redondo Beach last year.  He has sent several articles which will be available at the meeting showing the work being done on this topic by the International City/County Management Association, the National Association of Counties, National League of Cities and Partners for Livable Communities.  The session could build off of a report which shows that only 46% of U.S. communities have begun to address the needs of the rapidly increasing aging population zeroing in on where we are in the South Bay and what our cities can and should be considering.
This spring, Community Design and Public Health was recommended by Kathy Ikari, Community Development Director in Gardena after she and I attended two forceful conferences on this topic. The session could raise the awareness of health impacts in our planning and development decisions asking questions such as:  Why this has surfaced as an issue? Whose responsibility is it? Should one element of General Plans be dedicated to community health? Does CEQA have a role to play as air toxins are of increasing concern in many communities? Where does water quality in our communities get addressed?
A goal of the General Assembly is to bring elected officials, staff, city commissioners and community leaders and the public together to discuss issues of importance to the South Bay that aren’t being discussed otherwise or extensively elsewhere.  These two topics certainly qualify.

It is time to start planning so that we can get maximum participation from partners and sponsors and so that we can put together a dynamic program for the day.
RECOMMENDATION
Choose between the following two topics for the General Assembly:

                             Senior Issues for Cities/Aging in a Sustainable Community

                                                      OR

                              Planning/Community Design and Public Health
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