South Bay Cities Council of Governments

ITEM #VIII.C.2

July 17, 2007
TO:           SBCCOG Legislative Committee

FROM:     Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director
RE:
Legislation on which the SBCCOG has a position 
AIR QUALITY

	SB 1028

(Padilla)
	State Air Resources Board: regulations: ambient air quality standards.  Under existing law, the CARB is required to adopt rules and regulations that are necessary, cost-effective and are the best available control technology.  This bill would instead require that ARB, on and after 1/1/08, adopt and enforce every feasible (as defined) rule and regulation pertaining to motor vehicle emissions that will lead to the state achieving the ambient air quality standards required by the federal Clean Air Act.  Further requires the CARB to adopt and enforce rules and regulations if they are cost effective.  (Could be in conflict with the definition of feasible.  Because of this latter requirement to look only at cost-effectiveness and not considering available technology, or other factors that the bill includes in its definition of "feasible," CARB estimates that it would require 6 positions for three years and need to look at 5 new regulations.)  Would also authorize CARB to adopt regulations that require the development of new technologies or the improvement of existing technologies in  order to ensure that all rules and regulations will lead to achieving ambient air quality standards required under federal law. AMENDED 6/25/07 TO CLARIFY DEFINITIONS.  
	 SUPPORT
(6/28/07) 

(Ltr faxed tp Asm Trans 6/29/07)
League L.A. Division supports


	7/3/07

Assembly Appropriations Comm.

 


EMPLOYEE RELATIONS

	AB 1496

(Swanson)

	Local Government:  Cities and Counties:  Civil Service.  Establishes minimum requirements that must be complied with by a city or county by March 1, 2008 when adopting a personnel system, merit system, or civil service system (system).  Specifically:  
          1) Requires adopting a system to, at a minimum, provide for classification of all employment positions and  their inclusion in the system.

          2) Allows exclusions of:

             a) Substitute or short-term employees employed for less than half of the work days in a fiscal year; and,

             b) Apprentices or professional experts hired on a temporary, project specific basis.

          3) Requires the legislative body of a city or county, prior to hiring a short-term employee, to specify at a regularly scheduled public meeting, the service required to be performed by the employee, the amount of time the employee will be required to work, and an end date of the employment.

          4) Defines "substitute employee" and limits the use of one or more substitute employees to 60 days unless a different period of time has been agreed to through  collective bargaining.

          5) Specifies that the provisions of the bill do not apply to reserve peace officers or deputy sheriffs and volunteer firefighters.   
	OPPOSE

(5/24/07)
(Ltr to Sen Local Gov 6/27/07)
	Senate Local Government Committee
Hearing:  7/11/07



HOUSING

	SB 303

(Ducheny)
	Local Government:  housing.  Requires every California city's general plan to encompass a planning and  projection period of 20 years and set aside enough land  with appropriate zoning to supply housing at all income levels for the projected population growth. Significantly amended but still concerns – most notably reduction of the cities’ allocation of Prop. 42 funds from 20% to 15%.  Also adds requirements to the Open Space element of the General Plan.
	OPPOSE

3/22/07

League opposed

(Ltr to Sen Transp & Housing  3/24/07; Ltr sent 5/19/07 to Sen Approp.; to Asm Local Gov 6/27/07)
	7/3/07 
TWO YEAR BILL
(to be removed from the matrix)


REVENUE AND TAXATION
	AB 640

(de la Torre)
	Water Replenishment Districts.  AMENDED INTO STUDY BILL.  Requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to study a Southern California groundwater basin to determine underflow between its two sub-basins & the appropriate water replenishment assessment for each basin.  Specifically, this bill requires:
1)DWR to conduct a study to determine "the basin specific charges, including underflow, in each basin" in the Southern California Water Replenishment District (SCWRD).

2)Submission of the study to the Legislature by January 1, 2010.  
	OPPOSE
4/26/07

(concept opposed 2/20/07 - letter sent  & to Lieu 6/4/07))


	Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee
Hearing:  7/10/07


	SCA 12 

(Torlakson)
	Local government: property-related fees.  Would additionally exclude fees and charges for stormwater and urban runoff management from Proposition 218 approval requirements for the imposition or increase of a property-related fee or charge.
	SUPPORT
(6/28/07) 

(Ltr faxed to Sen E,R,CA 6/29/07)
League supports
	Senate Elections, Reapportionment & Constitutional Amendment Committee

Hearing:  7/10/07


TRANSPORTATION

	AB 57

(Soto)
	Highways:  Safe Routes to School construction program.  This bill deletes the 1/1/08 sunset on the Safe Routes to School (SR2S) construction program administered by Caltrans to allocate federal transportation safety funding provided to California for local bicycle & pedestrian safety programs.
	SUPPORT
(5/24/07) 

(Ltr to Sen Trans & Housing 6/27/07)


	Senate Transportation & Housing Committee

Hearing:  7/10/07   


	SB 445

(Torlakson)
	Road User Task Force – AMENDED - Creates a 14-member Task Force  to recommend mechanisms for funding transportation system maintenance & expansion as alternatives to  current system of taxing road users through per-gallon fuel taxes.
	SUPPORT
(5/24/07) 

(Ltr to Asm Trans 6/27/07)

	Assembly Transportation Committee

Hearing:  7/2/07   


	SB 286

(Lowenthal)
	Transportation Bonds: Implementation. AMENDMENTS IN ITALICS - Requires first payments of bond funds for local street & road purposes to be allocated by the Controller no later than 1/1/08.   Would also require the Controller to use the population figures from the Department of Finance as of 1/1/07, in making

allocations to cities.  Minimum $400,000/city.  Requires  applicant for these funds to submit a list of projects expected to be funded with bond funds to the Department of Finance. The bill would require funds to be expended within 3 fiscal years from the date of allocation, and would require unexpended funds to be returned to the Controller for reallocation.  Makes other related changes.  This is urgency legislation.
	SUPPORT

3/22/07

League sponsored

(Letter sent To Sen Transp & Housing Comm 4/5/07; Ltr sent 5/19/07 to Sen Approp. Comm; to Asm Trans 6/27/07)
	7/2/07

Assembly Transportation Committee

Hearing cancelled by author


	SB 717

(Perata)


	Transportation Investment Fund.  Removes the sunset provision and allows the allocation of state sales tax revenue from fuel sales to the STIP and local transportation programs to continue permanently consistent with the existing formulas and conditions:  20 percent to the Public Transit Account, 40 percent to the STIP, 20 percent to counties for street and road purposes, and 20 percent to cities for street and road purposes.  In addition, this bill continues existing conditions on cities and counties requiring them to maintain their existing commitment of local funds for street and highway maintenance,rehabilitation, reconstruction and storm damage repair  

in order to remain eligible for funding.

          2. Allows the TCRF to sunset.
	SUPPORT
(5/24/07)

(Ltr to Asm Trans 6/27/07)
	Assembly Transportation Committee

Hearing:  7/9/07   


	SB 974

(Lowenthal)
	Ports: congestion relief: environmental mitigation:  regulatory fee.    Requires the Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach, and Oakland to collect a user fee on the owner of container cargo moving through their port at a rate of $30 per twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU).
   Requires the Ports of Los Angeles & Long Beach to transmit 1/2 of the funds the fee to the Southern California Port Congestion Relief Trust Fund, which the bill would establish in the State Treasury, and 1/2 to the Southern California Port Mitigation Relief Trust Fund, which the bill would establish in the State Treasury. 

   Moneys would be in the Trust Fund for expenditure by the California Transportation Commission exclusively for  funding projects that improve the flow and efficiency of container cargo to and from those ports, and funding the administrative costs of this program.
   Moneys would be available for expenditure by the State Air Resources Board to develop a list of projects to mitigate environmental pollution caused by the movement of cargo to and from those ports, and for the administration of this program. The bill would prohibit moneys deposited in either of the funds from being loaned or transferred to, or allocated or appropriated in any other way to, the General Fund.

   This bill would authorize the Infrastructure and

Economic Development Bank to enter into financing

agreements with participating parties to finance or refinance port congestion relief projects and port

mitigation relief projects. The bank would be authorized to issue revenue bonds. User fees on container ships would secure any revenue bonds.
	  SUPPORT
(5/24/07)

(Ltr faxed to Asm Nat. Resources 6/24/07; faxed to Asm Trans 6/29/07)
	Assembly Transportation Committee
Hearing Date:  7/9/07




OTHER
	SB 886

(Negrete-McLeod)
	Air Quality District Board.  This bill would delete he prohibitions on member serving more than 2 consecutive terms as chairperson for the SCAQMD, Mojave AQMD & Sacramento AQMD.  Amended to increase the SCAQMD Board by 1 seat for L.A. and reconfigures the two L.A. city seats.    
	 SUPPORT 

 (5/24/07) 

(Rice sending letters)
	7/9/07

Assembly Appropriations Committee



	SB 964

(Romero)
	Local Agencies.  Significant amendments to the Brown Act that would prohibit any communications between agency officers, staff or consultants with a majority of the governing body that "advances or clarifies a member's understanding of an issue.
	OPPOSE

(per Legislative Agenda – Approval by Chair 4/30/07)

(Letter sent to Sen Jud Comm 5/4/07 & Asm Local Gov. Comm 6/25/07)

Bill amended  League neutral as of 5/4/07
	Assembly Governmental Organization Committee

Hearing Date:  7/11/07



	ACA 8

& AB 887
(de la Torre)

	Eminent Domain:  Requires the public use for which the private property is taken to be stated in writing, prior to the commencement of eminent domain proceedings. Prohibits state and local governments from acquiring by eminent domain an owner-occupied residence, or real property on which a small business is operated, for the purpose of conveying that property to a private person, except as specified.
   Provides that if the property ceases to be used for the stated public use, the former owner would have the right to reacquire the property, as specified. Providess procedures for reacquisition of the property and for assessment of the value of the reacquired property.
ACA is constitutional amendment; AB is enabling leg.  
	SUPPORT
(6/28/07)
(Ltr faxed 6/29/07 to Asm Jud)
	ACA 8 : 7/3/07
Assembly Judiciary Committee
AB 887:  

Senate Local Government Committee

Hearing Date:  7/11/07
 


FEDERAL
	HR 2447

(Wynn)
	Energy & Environment Block Grant Act of 2007.  Establishes a block grant program for eligible entities for cities over 50,000 population and others. BILL AMENDED IN MARKUP TO INCLUDE 
	SUPPORT
(6/28/07 with request that COGs be eligible)
(7/10/07 request to Harman’s office for amendment for COG eligibility)
	5/23/07 Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Science and Technology.


PAGE  
5

