June 2, 2009
Mr. Ron Wildermuth
Public and Governmental Affairs Manager

West Basin Municipal Water District

17140 S. Avalon Blvd. Suite 210

Carson, CA 90746-1296

Dear Mr. Wildermuth:

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) recently received a presentation on West Basin Municipal Water District’s Water Reliability 2020 Program, a plan to increase local control of our water future.
We understand the Water Reliability 2020 Program will double our recycled water efforts, double our conservation program, increase our water education programs and add twenty million gallons-a-day of ocean-water desalination as a new locally controlled water supply.  Water Reliability 2020 will increase our local control of our water supplies from one-third today to two-thirds by the year 2020. Increasing our water reliability is important to the continued vitality of our region.
West Basin’s Water Reliability 2020 Program will provide the following local benefits:
· Improve water reliability for the coastal area of Los Angeles.

· Provide protection from the negative impacts of future droughts.

· Establish an emergency supply should imported water be temporarily cut off for any reason.

· Reduce overall energy use through increasing conservation and recycling.

· Ease the strain on the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta.

· Assist Metropolitan Water District of Southern California in meeting future water needs.
· Provide a more reliable water supply at virtually the same cost as imported water.

· Mitigate the effects of global warming.

· Improve our local water quality, over time.

For the above reasons, SBCCOG supports this project, and we look forward to seeing the Water Reliability 2020 Program become a reality.
Sincerely,

Steve Diels, SBCCOG Chair
Councilman, City of Redondo Beach

