South Bay Cities Council of Governments


May 20, 2009 

TO:           SBCCOG Board of Directors

FROM:     Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director

RE:
Bills to Consider
ENVIRONMENTAL 
	AB 210

(Hayashi)
	Green Building Standards.  Clarifies the ability of local governments to adopt green building standards which are more stringent than those adopted by the State & published State Building  Standards code.
	RECOMMEND

SUPPORT
	 5/11/09

In Senate


REVENUE

	AB 139

(Brownley)
	Los Angeles County Flood Control District: fees. This bill would authorize the district to impose a fee in compliance with Article XIII D of the California Constitution, to pay the costs and expenses of carrying out projects a nd providing services to improve water quality and reduce stormwater and urban runoff in the district . The bill would require that any fee imposed be levied and collected, together with taxes for county purposes, and the revenues paid into the county treasury to the credit of the district. The bill would require the district to allocate the funds generated by the imposition of the fee in a specified manner solely for authorized purposes and in compliance with a specified constitutional provision. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
	RECOMMEND

OPPOSE 

UNLESS AMENDED
	 5/13/09

Assembly Local Government Committee  

Hearing cancelled by author

Authorizing legislation for Flood Control District to add charge to property tax.

	ACA 9

(Huffman)
	Local government bonds: special taxes: voter approval. This measure would change the 2/3 voter-approval requirement for special taxes to, instead, authorize a city, county, or special district to impose a special tax with the approval of 55% of its voters voting on the tax. It would also lower to 55% the voter approval threshold for a city, county, or city and county to incur bonded indebtedness,

exceeding in one year the income and revenue provided in that year, that is in the form of general obligation bonds to fund specified public improvements.
	RECOMMEND SUPPORT
	5/7/09 
Assembly Revenue & Taxation Committee


TRANSPORTATION

	SB 518

(Lowenthal)
	Vehicles: parking services and fees.

Under existing law, a city, county, or city and county is authorized to provide for the parking of motor vehicles, including the construction and operation of parking facilities, and the acquisition of land, property, and rights of way necessary or convenient for use as public parking places. This bill would prohibit, notwithstanding any other provision of law on and after January 1, 2011, the use of state funds to, directly or indirectly, subsidize the construction or operations of parking in California, except as specified, and for this purpose, the bill would define both the construction and operating costs of parking, the full cost of a parking space, transit intensive areas, and specify the exceptions to this requirement. A violation of the Vehicle Code is a crime. The bill would require, on or before January 1, 2012, a city, county, or city and county to adopt and implement, or have adopted and implemented, measures from a specified menu that achieve a total score of at least 20 points, based on the points associated with that menu to ensure that a city, county, or city and county manages its parking so that the actual cost of a parking space equals its full cost, as specified. By increasing the duties of local public officials, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. The bill also would authorize a city, county, or city and county, to request the State Air Resources Board to approve and award points for other alternate measures to reduce or eliminate subsidies that fail to charge users for the full cost of a parking space, as specified. The bill also would provide that if a city, county, or city and county adopts and implements measures to achieve a total score of at least 50 points from the specified menu, the city, county, or city and county, with respect to any application for competitive loan or grant programs funded by a general obligation bond approved by the voters on or after January 1, 2010, would receive bonus points equal to 5% of the total available points.
	RECOMMEND OPPOSE
	Senate Appropriations Committee

Hearing Date:  5/26/09
 


OTHER

	AB 18

(Knight)
	Local government: city councils.  Extends the amount of time that a city council has to fill a vacancy in an elective city office from 30 days to 60 days after the commencement of a vacancy in an elective city office, the amount of time that the city council has to either fill the vacancy by appointment or to call a special election to fill the vacancy.
	RECOMMEND SUPPORT
	5/18/09 

Assembly Consent Calendar
 

	SB 415 

(Oropeza)
	Alcoholic beverages: licenses: local government review.

Existing law requires the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to notify the appropriate sheriff, chief of police, district attorney, city or county planning agency, and legislative body of an application for the issuance or transfer of a liquor license, and prohibits the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control from issuing or transferring a license until at least 30 days after these notices are provided. Existing law authorizes the department to extend that 30-day period for a period not to exceed an additional 20 days if a proper written request is made by any local law enforcement agency. This bill would authorize the department to extend the 30-day period for a period not to exceed an additional 30 days if a proper written request is made by any entity or official receiving the required notification.
	RECOMMEND SUPPORT
	5/20/09
Senate 3rd Reading

	SB 802

(Leno)
	Public contracts:  retention proceeds.  Existing law provides that in a contract between the original contractor and a subcontractor, and in a contract between a subcontractor and any subcontractor thereunder, the percentage of retention proceeds withheld cannot exceed the percentage specified in the contract between the public entity and the original contractor.  This bill would instead prohibit retention proceeds to exceed 5% of the payment for all contracts entered into on or after 1/1/10 between a public entity and an original contractor, an original contractor and a subcontractor and between all subcontractors.
	RECOMMEND OPPOSE
	5/6/09

In Assembly
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