South Bay Cities Council of Governments


May 12, 2009 

TO:           Legislative Committee

FROM:     Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director

RE:
Bills to Monitor
ENVIRONMENTAL
	AB 19

(Ruskin)
	Greenhouse gas emissions: consumer product labeling.  This bill would enact the Carbon Labeling Act of 2009. The act would require the State Air Resources Board to develop and implement a program for the voluntary assessment, verification, and standardized labeling of the carbon footprint, as defined, of consumer products sold in this state.
	Monitor 
	5/5/09
Assembly Appropriations Committee



	AB 46

(Blakeslee)
	Energy: energy conservation assistance. This bill extends the sunset dates, from January 1, 2011 to January 1, 2020, for the Energy Conservation Assistance Account (ECAA) and the Local Jurisdiction Energy Assistance Account(LJEAA), each administered by the California Energy Commission(CEC). The bill continues local assistance energy efficiency programs, and their  

associated spending for 9 additional years.  According to the CEC, loans under the ECAA have averaged about $8 million over the last 5 years.  For the LJEAA, only one loan($651,000) has been made in the last 5 years.  In addition, any money remaining in the ECAA as of the current sunset date, would otherwise revert to the General Fund.
	Monitor
	4/23/2009

Assembly Appropriations Suspense File



	AB 68

(Brownley)
&

AB 87

(Davis)
	Solid waste: single-use carryout bags.  This bill restricts grocery and convenience stores from  providing single-use carry out bags to their customers. Specifically, this bill:
          1)As of July 1, 2010, prohibits grocery and convenience stores and pharmacies, as defined, from providing single-use carryout bags to customers without charging a sales tax-free fee of 25 cents per bag (the Bag Pollution Cleanup Fee).

          2) Exempts from the fee customers participating in certain state-run low-income assistance programs.

          3) Allows stores charging the fee to retain a portion of the amount generated by the fee to pay for implementation of the bill, including educational programs and donation of reusable bags to community groups, nonprofits, and similar entities.

          4) Creates the Bag Pollution Fund, available for annual legislative appropriation to the Integrated Waste Management Board for grants to cities and counties for litter cleanup and  source reduction. 
	MONITOR
League – Supports if amended
	AB 68 & AB 87

5/6/2009

Assembly Appropriations Suspense File

Brought to our attention by Manhattan Beach which supports this bill.

 

	AB 1085

(Mendoza)
	State Air Resources Board: regulations.
Existing law creates the State Air Resources Board and gives to the state board various duties relating to reducing emissions of air pollutants, including emissions of greenhouse gases. This bill would require the state board to make available to the public all technical data  used in the development of a proposed regulation, or that is the rationale behind any proposed regulation, before the comment period for any regulation proposed for adoption by the state board.
	Monitor
	5/7/09
Assembly Appropriations Committee



	AB 1321

(Eng)
	Mitigation of infrastructure project impacts

This bill would enact the Advance Infrastructure Mitigation Program Act, which would establish the Advance Infrastructure Mitigation Program, including defining terms for that purpose. The bill would authorize the Natural Resources Agency to administer and implement the program by taking certain actions. Those actions would include preparing, approving, and implementing regional advance mitigation plans, the contents of which the bill would specify, for planned infrastructure projects, as defined, identified by an infrastructure planning agency, as defined.
	Monitor
	5/7/09

Assembly Appropriations Committee



	SB 406

(DeSaulnier)
	Land Use: Environmental Quality:  This bill authorizes regions to impose a surcharge on vehicle registrations to pay for regional land use planning activities.  This bill also makes changes to the membership and duties of the  
Office of Planning and Research's Planning Advisory and Assistance Council.
	Monitor
	Senate Appropriations Committee
Hearing Date:  5/18/09


	SB 560

(Ashburn)
	Regional transportation plans: sustainable communities strategy. This bill would provide that greenhouse gas emission credits for counties and cities that site and permit commercial wind, solar, and biomass projects may be used as credit in the formulation of the sustainable communities strategy or an alternative planning strategy. The bill would also provide that transportation trips outside of federal lands that are directly related to activities of a federal or state military installation shall not be included in the emissions inventory otherwise required to be considered to achieve any reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. This bill contains other related provisions & other existing laws. 
	Monitor
	3/12/2009 

Senate Environmental Quality Committee and Senate Transportation and Housing Committee 



	SB 575

(Steinberg)
	Local planning: housing element. This bill cleans up three provisions of last year's SB 375: 1)the exemption for transportation sales tax projects; 2) the rezoning requirement under housing element law; and, 3) housing elements due dates generally and the due date in the San Diego  region specifically.  The bill also clarifies a provision of last year's SB 732 regarding the open meeting requirements applicable to the Strategic Growth Council.
	Monitor
	Senate Appropriations Committee

Hearing Date:  5/18/09




REVENUE
	AB 139

(Brownley)
	Los Angeles County Flood Control District: fees. This bill would authorize the district to impose a fee in compliance with Article XIII D of the California Constitution, to pay the costs and expenses of carrying out projects a nd providing services to improve water quality and reduce stormwater and urban runoff in the district . The bill would require that any fee imposed be levied and collected, together with taxes for county purposes, and the revenues paid into the county treasury to the credit of the district. The bill would require the district to allocate the funds generated by the imposition of the fee in a specified manner solely for authorized purposes and in compliance with a specified constitutional provision. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
	RECOMMEND
OPPOSE 
UNLESS AMENDED
	 Assembly Local Government Committee  

Hearing Date:  5/13/09 

Authorizing legislation for Flood Control District to add charge to property tax.


TRANSPORTATION

	SB 485

(Wright)


	State Highway Operation and Protection Program Emergency Funding Act.  Existing law provides that the Department of Transportation has full possession and control of all state highways and requires the department to prepare a State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP) for the expenditure of transportation funds for major capital improvements necessary to preserve and protect the state highway system. This bill would enact the State Highway Operation and Protection Program Emergency Funding Act and state the intent of the Legislature to provide adequate funding to meet the needs of the State Highway Operation and Protection Program in the 2009-10 fiscal year.
	Monitor

 
	4/23/09
Senate Transportation & Housing Committee

Hearing cancelled by author



OTHER

	AB 4
(Blakeslee)


	Constitutional convention: delegates.  This bill would provide for the selection of 56 delegates to the Constitutional Convention, with 14 delegates selected from each of the State Board of Equalization districts, as specified. The bill would prohibit a delegate to the Convention from holding a specified office or position, including an elective or appointed federal, state, county, or city office, for 4 years following the date of his or her appointment as a delegate to the Convention. The term of each delegate would expire at the time the Convention submits its proposal to the Secretary of State to be voted on at the next statewide election. This bill contains other related provisions. 
	MONITOR
	2/05/09

Assembly Judiciary Committee


	AB 18

(Knight)
	Local government: city councils.  Extends the amount of time that a city council has to fill a vacancy in an elective city office from 30 days to 60 days after the commencement of a vacancy in an elective city office, the amount of time that the city council has to either fill the vacancy by appointment or to call a special election to fill the vacancy.
	Monitor
	Assembly Local Government Committee 
Hearing Date:  5/13/09

 

	SB 181

(Wright)


	Code enforcement: definitions.  Defines the terms "code enforcement" and "code enforcement officer" as used in the Health and Safety Code.
	Monitor
 
	3/25/2009

Senate Transportation & Housing Committee
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