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LUV Project Description

The LUV Project will test the effectiveness of using 100% electric, zera
emission local use vehicles (LUV) that are small, short range and slo
speed for taking ‘local’ trips around South Bay neighborhoods. Many c
the trips taken by South Bay residents and businesses today are less
than 3 miles and are typically driven in long range, full size, full speed
vehicles powered by the internal combustion engine.

The LUV project will demonstrate the benefits of using vehicle technol
ogy appropriate to the characteristics of the trip taken, while maintain-
ing the convenience of door-to-door, on-demand service currently as-
sociated with gasoline-fueled one-type-fits-all-trips automobiles. Po-
tential benefits include reductions of criteria pollutants and carbon
emissions per mile; fuel costs per mile; total gasoline consumption pe

LUVs are limited to 25 MPH and can be legally driven only on streets
with higher speed limits at signaled intersections. Maximum distance t

The SBCCOG partnered with Enterprise Fleet Management to acquire
Summit and 1 Vantage. Up to as many as 3 more vehicles may be loz
total fleet size to 8 vehicles.

The vehicles will be loaned to participants chosen to test the LUVs in
that each participant's only expense will be the electricity needed to ¢
vehicles plug into normal 110 Volt outlets.

Participating drivers will be asked to complete surveys about their usag
the parking situation. On-board GPS units will generate data on the

The loan period will be approximately 6 months, with the vehicles bein
demonstration period is 18 months so that there will be at least 3 sets

The initial round of participants and their applications includes the follo

Beach Cities Health District - received a Wheego and a Columbia for ¢
Beach, Manhattan Beach and Redondo Beach. Currently the case wo

Pike Properties — received a Vantage (4-door pick-up truck). Pike Pro
in the Riviera Village neighborhood of south Redondo Beach. The vel
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for travel in the South Bay. Those groups most affected include low income res
drive, and the growing population of seniors who have been life-long drivers bu
Slow speed vehicles can provide options for members of those groups and othe

Help Reduce Congestion — Even 4-door LUVs are smaller than comparable ge
in parking lots. They remove automobile trips from major arterials. Driving at 28

Help Reduce Driving Costs — Although gasoline prices have declined during t
declining fuel supply in the face of growing demand are expected to cause price
distant future.

Help the South Bay Comply with SB 375 VMT (vehicle miles traveled) Reductio
South Bay residents in 2000. This is about 1.6 vehicles per household, or abol
targets for substituting with LUVs in a mobility strategy for complying with SB3

Long Run Implications of LUVs for Transport

Countywide major transit investments are already planned for the next 20 years
cantly improve transit service within the South Bay. Even with some improvem
no guarantee of success.

Alternatively, zero emission, slow speed electric vehicles provide the on-dema
suited to the many short trips taken daily throughout the South Bay. Because t
public investments are required.

The improvements needed to accommodate a LUV strategy range from nothing
(which could include bicycles, electric cycles, Segways and so forth), re-striping
construction) and eventually adding charging stations at convenient locations.

Educational materials about complete streets, local use vehicles, and alternativi
by July 1, 2010 for online tutorials, briefings of planning commissions, and stud

For additional information, regularly visit www.southbaycities.org.

Leave comments, suggestions or fill out an application to participate at info@southbaycities.org
Or contact the project coordinator, David Magarian at david.margarian@sbesc.com.

For more information on the role of LUVs in the South Bay’s Sustainable Communities Strategy, contact
Wally Siembab at ws@siembab.com.
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