

ITEM #IX.D.4.

South Bay Cities Council of Governments
May 28, 2009

To:

SBCCOG Board of Directors
From:

Steering Committee
RE:              Participation in the Electric Mini E Pilot Program
BACKGROUND

BMW Group is launching an official public Field Trial of the first, 100% electric, zero-emissions MINI. They have produced 500 vehicles, 250 of which will be placed in the Southern California area. This is the first vehicle to use the latest generation of lithium-ion technology (Supplied by AC Propulsion, San Dimas, CA) in an all-electric vehicle.  
These vehicles are not the same as the ones that the SBCCOG will be getting through the AQMD grant.  The grant vehicles are limited range and slow speed.  The field test vehicles can go up to 95 mph with no speed restrictions and have a range of approximately 100 miles on a charge.  They are the same interior as the regular MINI but the entire back seat is taken up by the battery which makes them 2 passenger vehicles with almost no storage space.  

SBCCOG can participate in this test at a cost of $10/month per vehicle for a closed-end lease period of 1 year which means that the vehicle must be returned at the end of the lease period.  The lease is expected to begin no later than June 30, 2009.

A minimum of two vehicles must be leased to participate. BMW will provide vehicle maintenance at South Bay BMW, and collision insurance as part of the lease.  SBCCOG will be asked to provide automobile liability insurance (each staff member as a contractor will provide their own), pay any taxes, registration and delivery fees (As a public entity, we do not pay license fees (registration) but taxes do apply.) and the sum of the lease payments at $120 per vehicle, at the time of vehicle delivery.  There is no mileage restriction for the MINI E.  In fact they encourage driving the vehicles as many miles as possible during the lease term.  
These vehicles are not simple plug-ins.  They use a dedicated MINI E charging station (so called wall box). BMW will provide the installation and MINI will cover the costs for the basic installation of the wall box; however, if any additional electrical work is necessary, SBCCOG would need to pay for it.  One charging station will be installed per vehicle.  
On May 11, the SBCCOG/SBESC staff as well as Steve Diels drove the vehicle at South Bay BMW.  At the Steering Committee meeting, both Steve Diels and Barry Waite requested that they be included in the field test and stated that they would pay all of the expenses for the vehicles assigned to them.

RECOMMENDATION
The Steering Committee recommends to the Board of Directors that, subject to legal counsel review of all documents that the SBCCOG enter into a lease for 4 vehicles:
· 2 of the vehicles would be for SBESC staff of which one would be principally assigned to Marilyn Lyon and the other used as a pool car.

· 1 vehicle would be assigned to Steve Diels and he would pay all costs

· 1 vehicle would be assigned to Barry Waite and he would pay all costs
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