South Bay Cities Council of Governments


May  12, 2008
   

TO:           SBCCOG Legislative Committee

FROM:     Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director
RE:
Bills With Position 
ELECTIONS

	AB 1819
(Price)
	This bill would allow pre-registration of 16 and 17 year-olds when they apply for a driver’s license or by filling out a special application.  The registration would be deemed effective as soon as the affiant is 18 years of age at the time of the next election.  The provision of the bill would become operative on 1/1/10.
	  SUPPORT

(4/24/08)
(Ltr sent to Asm Approp 4/30/08)

	5/7/08

Assembly Appropriations Committee

Suspense File
 

	SB 1235

(Oropeza)
	Polling Place. notice of change.  This bill would require notices to be placed at the former

polling place location informing voters of the new location even when there is time to mail out a notice of the change of location.
	SUPPORT

(4/24/08)

(Ltr sent to Oropeza 4/30/08)
	5/1/08 

Assembly Committee on Elections & Redistricting




EMPLOYEE RELATIONS
	AB 1496

(Swanson)


	Local Government:  Cities and Counties:  Civil Service.  Establishes minimum requirements that must be complied with by a city or county by March 1, 2008 when adopting a personnel system, merit system, or civil service system (system).  Specifically:  
          1) Requires adopting a system to, at a minimum, provide for classification of all employment positions and their inclusion in the system with certain exclusions specifically named.
          2) Requires the legislative body of a city or county, prior to hiring a short-term employee, to specify at a regularly scheduled public meeting, the service required to be performed by the employee, the amount of time the employee will be required to work, and an end date of the employment.

          3) Defines "substitute employee" and limits the use of one or more substitute employees to 60 days unless a different period of time has been agreed to through  collective bargaining.

          4) Specifies that the provisions of the bill do not apply to reserve peace officers or deputy sheriffs and volunteer firefighters.   
	OPPOSE

(5/24/07)

(Ltr to Sen Local Gov 6/27/07)
	7/11/07 

Senate Local Government Committee

Held in committee



	SB 1338

(Migden)
	Workers' compensation: medical treatment: predesignation of physician.  To delete the sunset date (December 31, 2009) in the Labor Code that will, after that date, eliminate the right of workers to predesignate a personal physician for the purposes of workers' compensation.
	OPPOSE

(4/24/08)
(Ltr sent to Migden 4/30/08) (Ltr to Sen Approp. 5/6/08)

	5/12/08

Senate Appropriations Committee

Suspense file 


ENVIRONMENTAL

	AB 2176

(Caballero)
	The federal Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (federal act) provides energy efficiency and conservation block grants to states for the purposes of reducing fossil fuel emissions, improving energy efficiency, and to reducing total energy use. That act requires not less than 60% of the funds allocated to a state to be used to provide subgrants to local governments that are not eligible to receive block grants under the act. Existing law authorizes the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to apply for and accept grants. This bill would require the commission to administer funds received by the state pursuant to the federal act and would require not less than 60% of the funds received to be used to provide subgrants to cities and counties of specified population sizes.
	SUPPORT

(3/27/08)

(Ltr sent 3/28/08 to Asm Nat Res.) (Ltr faxed 4/29/08)
Sponsored by League
	4/30/08

Assembly Appropriations Committee

Suspense file 


HOUSING

	SB 303

(Ducheny)
	Local Government:  housing.  Requires every California city's general plan to encompass a planning and  projection period of 20 years and set aside enough land  with appropriate zoning to supply housing at all income levels for the projected population growth. Significantly amended but still concerns – most notably reduction of the cities’ allocation of Prop. 42 funds from 20% to 15%.  Also adds requirements to the Open Space element of the General Plan.
	OPPOSE

(3/22/07)
League opposed

(Ltr to Sen Transp & Housing  3/24/07; Ltr sent 5/19/07 to Sen Approp.; to Asm Local Gov 6/27/07)
	7/3/07

Assembly Local Government Comm.




REVENUE AND TAXATION

	AB 640

(de la Torre)
	Water Replenishment Districts.  AMENDED INTO STUDY BILL.  Requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to study a Southern California groundwater basin to determine underflow between its two sub-basins & the appropriate water replenishment assessment for each basin.  Specifically, this bill requires:
1)DWR to conduct a study to determine "the basin specific charges, including underflow, in each basin" in the Southern California Water Replenishment District (SCWRD).

2)Submission of the study to the Legislature by January 1, 2010.  
	OPPOSE

(4/26/07)
(concept opposed 2/20/07 - letter sent  & to Lieu 6/4/07))


	8/30/07
Senate Appropriations Committee

(Author has said he intends to move this bill)

	SCA 12 

(Torlakson)
	Local government: property-related fees.  Would additionally exclude fees and charges for stormwater and urban runoff management from Proposition 218 approval requirements for the imposition or increase of a property-related fee or charge.
	SUPPORT

(6/28/07) 

(Ltr faxed to Sen E,R,CA 6/29/07)

League supports
	5/13/08

Senate Third Reading

 


TRANSPORTATION

	SB 286

(Lowenthal)
	Transportation Bonds: Implementation. AMENDMENTS IN ITALICS - Requires first payments of bond funds for local street & road purposes to be allocated by the Controller no later than 1/1/08.   Would also require the Controller to use the population figures from the Department of Finance as of 1/1/07, in making allocations to cities.  Minimum $400,000/city.  Requires applicant for these funds to submit a list of projects expected to be funded with bond funds to the Department of Finance. The bill would require funds to be expended within 3 fiscal years from the date of allocation, and would require unexpended funds to be returned to the Controller for reallocation.  Makes other related changes.  This is urgency legislation.
	SUPPORT

(3/22/07)
League sponsored

(Letter sent To Sen Transp & Housing Comm 4/5/07; Ltr sent 5/19/07 to Sen Approp. Comm; to Asm Trans 6/27/07)
	1/18/08
Assembly Appropriations Committee


	SB 375

(Steinberg)
	Transportation planning: travel demand models: Requires the California Transportation Commission, by April 1, 2008, to adopt guidelines for the use of travel demand models used in the development of regional transportation plans by certain regional transportation planning agencies. The bill would require the Dept of Transportation to assist the commission, on request, in this regard, & would impose other related requirements. Also requires the Air Resources Board to provide each region with greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for 2020 and 2050.
	  OPPOSE
(8/07)

2/22/08 LCC changed to OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED
SCAG WATCHING
	3/24/08
Assembly Appropriations Committee

	SB 974

(Lowenthal)
	Ports: congestion relief: environmental mitigation:  regulatory fee.    Requires the Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach, and Oakland to collect a user fee on the owner of container cargo moving through their port at a rate of $30 per twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU).
   Requires the Ports of Los Angeles & Long Beach to transmit 1/2 of the funds the fee to the Southern California Port Congestion Relief Trust Fund, which the bill would establish in the State Treasury, and 1/2 to the Southern California Port Mitigation Relief Trust Fund, which the bill would establish in the State Treasury. 

   Moneys would be in the Trust Fund for expenditure by the California Transportation Commission exclusively for  funding projects that improve the flow and efficiency of container cargo to and from those ports, and funding the administrative costs of this program.

   Moneys would be available for expenditure by the State Air Resources Board to develop a list of projects to mitigate environmental pollution caused by the movement of cargo to and from those ports, and for the administration of this program. The bill would prohibit moneys deposited in either of the funds from being loaned or transferred to, or allocated or appropriated in any other way to, the General Fund.

   This bill would authorize the Infrastructure and

Economic Development Bank to enter into financing

agreements with participating parties to finance or refinance port congestion relief projects and port

mitigation relief projects. The bank would be authorized to issue revenue bonds. User fees on container ships would secure any revenue bonds.
	  SUPPORT

(5/24/07)

(Ltr faxed to Asm Nat. Resources 6/24/07; faxed to Asm Trans 6/29/07)
	5/13/08

Assembly Third Reading

 


OTHER

	AB 2780 (Lieu)
	Damages, lost profits. This bill would provide that a public entity is not liable for damages for lost profits if the breach of contract is due to the enactment of a valid initiative.  

	SUPPORT
(4/24/08)

(Ltr sent 4/23/08 to Asm Judiciary per Leg. Agenda)
	5/12/08

Assembly Inactive file

Introduced for Hermosa Beach


FEDERAL

	HR 2548

(Solis)

& 
S 1499

(Boxer)
	Marine Vessel Emissions Reduction Act of 2007.  Requires the Administrator of the EPA to establish standards to reduce emissions of air pollutants from marine vessels in a sufficient period of time to allow all areas in the United States to meet air quality standards in accordance with applicable deadlines.
	SUPPORT
(3/27/08)
(Ltr sent 4/2/08)

	HR 2548 - 5/24/07 

House Committee on Energy and Commerce

S. 1499 - 2/14/08 
Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works. Hearings held.


BALLOT MEASURES
	Prop. 98 & Prop. 99

	Eminent Domain
	OPPOSE 98

SUPPORT 99

(3/27/08)

(Campaign notified 4/12/08)

	June 3 ballot measure
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