South Bay Cities Council of Governments

Livable Communities Working Group
Wednesday, May 19, 2010

Meeting Minutes

I.
Welcome & Introductions – 
II. Minutes for April 21, 2010 – Receive and File
III. RBF Update
           Wally Siembab 
· RBF was absent to gain time to work on the deliverables
· RBF new directions

· They have been working to identify class II lanes throughout South Bay to complement the LUV program.

· RBF has been asked to crease case studies for Segway transit augmentation in preparation for the second generation of Segway called the ENV

· A discussion of potential demand response transit case studies resulted.  

· Potential Dart examples included Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Hermosa Beach, and Chattanooga Tennessee.  Specific interest was voiced in developing case studies that could identify the economic viability requirements for future Dart programs. 

· Potential Dash examples included Lawndale, Manhattan Beach (airport hotels), Carson, and Inglewood.

· Jitneys were also discussed as a potential solution.  Existing issues include safety problems with existing Jitney programs in developing nations, and the labor induced illegality in Los Angeles.  The potential for radio controlled dispatch would make Jitney fleets highly effective.

· Feedback was requested on the overall direction given to RBF

· Potential future directions/ discussions include

· The City of LA Jitney Pilot RFP

· Bike Sharing - this direction was deemed unhelpful given the volumes of existing information on this topic.

· Car Sharing was identified for potential case studies.

· Web-Fronts were identified for land use case studies.

· Lowering the minimum drivers age was proposed for NEVs.

· Various transit incentives such as seat reservations, preferred parking, smart transit cards, and wifi were recommended for case studies.

· RBF Land Use Case Studies

· 3 Case study locations are desired.

· Anaheim’s historic General Plan with Marginal retail that was replaced with high-density housing has been targeted for one case study.

· Redondo Beach – a zone change case study was identifies where compact retail spaces were created.

· A third case study is needed.  Current suggestions are for 3 story mini malls.  Some examples include Robertson & Olympic as well as Wilshire & Barrington.

IV.
LUV Presentation  

David Magarian, SBCCOG
· The LUV demonstration program launched at May 1st.
· Drivers are exited about the program and using the vehicles regularly.
· Many issues have been identified with the lack of production level vehicle quality.
· Gathering GPS data has been delayed due to technical difficulties. 
· 5 vehicles have been deployed with the potential to deploy an additional 3.
V.
Framework for a 10 year SB 375 plan 

Wally Siembab
· A matrix showing fuel types and mode share percentages was vetted for presentation to metro.
· This matrix is proposed to be used as a planning tool for reaching the SB375 10 year plan

VI.  
Google Telecom Concept

 
Wally Siembab
· The Google Telecom concept is to bring access and mobility together through a Google network that brings tele-hubs and transit hubs together.
· The Harbor Subdivision has 12 strands of Dark fiber unused.

· A proposal to utilize the Harbor Subdivision Dark fiber is under consideration as a pilot for a larger scale metro based roll out.

· A South Bay Google Network proposal could bridge tele-centers and wide area networks with shared cost infrastructure development potential.

· Otis plans to review this potential in Lawndale.
VII.
Gateways to Green Building


Robert Mejia, SBWIB
· The Gateways to Green Building program was presented and discussed
VIII.
Metro Walking Symposium


Wally Siembab
· A review of the symposium was presented, and future potential for walking programs included:

· Walking School Bus – one exists in Rolling Hills – Greg Grammar

· Pilot programs in the South Bay for Healthy Communities could partner with Kaiser using pedometers.

· Future programs need to shift from making it pretty to making it work.

· Design solutions need to solve design problems rather than focusing on economic problems.

· El Segundo walking goals included better streetscape & amenities as well as higher visibility for downtown businesses.

· A case study of old Torrance was suggested

· Walking programs need to focus on local demand rather than becoming tourist destinations.

· A call for a symposium on the economics of place-making was made.

Meeting adjourned 4:35 pm







