South Bay Cities Council of Governments


March 25, 2009 

TO:           Ellen Perkins

FROM:     Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director

RE:
Bills to Monitor
ENVIRONMENTAL
	AB 19

(Ruskin)
	Greenhouse gas emissions: consumer product labeling.  The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 designates the State Air Resources Board as the state agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases that cause global warming in order to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. This bill would enact the Carbon Labeling Act of 2009. The act would require the State Air Resources Board to develop and implement a program for the voluntary assessment, verification, and standardized labeling of the carbon footprint, as defined, of consumer products sold in this state.
	Monitor 
	Assembly Natural Resources Committee

Hearing Date:  4/13/09


	AB 46

(Blakeslee)
	Energy: energy conservation assistance. (1) Existing  law requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to administer the State Energy Conservation Assistance Account, a continuously appropriated account, in the General Fund, until January 1, 2011, to provide grants and loans to local governments and public institutions to maximize energy use savings. All loans outstanding as of that date are required to continue to be repaid as specified until paid in full, and all unexpended funds in the account on and after that date, except as specified, are required to revert to the

General Fund.  This bill would extend the operation of those provisions to January 1, 2020.
(2) Existing law establishes, until January 1, 2011, a financial assistance program that provides loans to local jurisdictions for energy projects, including to purchase, maintain, and evaluate energy efficient equipment for existing or new facilities. Would extend the financial assistance program to Jan. 1, 2020. 

Vote – 2/3
	Monitor
	4/1/09
Assembly Appropriations Committee 



	AB 118
(Logue)
	California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006.  This bill would repeal the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006.
	Monitor
	2/26/09

Assembly Natural Resources Committee

	SB 295

 (Dutton)
	California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006.
   The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 requires the State Air Resources Board to adopt regulations to require the reporting and verification of emissions of greenhouse gases and to monitor and enforce compliance with the reporting and verification

program, and requires the state board to adopt a statewide greenhouse gas emissions limit equivalent to the statewide greenhouse gas emissions levels in 1990 to be achieved by 2020. The act requires the

state board to prepare and approve a scoping plan for achieving the maximum technologically feasible and cost-effective reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. The state board is required to evaluate the

total potential costs and total potential economic and noneconomic benefits of the plan. The state board is required by January 1, 2011, to adopt greenhouse gas emissions limits and emission reduction

measures by regulation to achieve the prescribed emission reductions.  This bill, notwithstanding this provision or any other provision of law, would prohibit the state board or its staff from beginning to

develop these regulations until June 1, 2009, and until the state board reevaluates the evaluation of costs discussed above. The bill would prohibit the state board from implementing those regulations

until the unemployment rate in the state is below 5.8% for 3 consecutive months. The bill would also require the state board to evaluate, and make public, the costs of those regulations.
	Monitor
	3/24/09 

Senate Environmental Quality Committee

Hearing Date:  4/20/09

Suspends AB 32 & SB 375

	SB 406
DeSaulnier
	Land Use: Environmental Quality:  This bill would change the designated membership, as specified, of

the Planning Advisory and Assistance Council and would require that the council work with the Strategic Growth Council, as specified. The bill would also require the council to report to the Legislature on

specified regional performance measures and on the manner in which state agencies are implementing the 5-year infrastructure plan. The bill would authorize a municipal planning organization or council of

governments to adopt a resolution to impose a $2 motor vehicle registration surcharge on vehicles registered in the entity's jurisdiction that would be collected by the Department of Motor Vehicles and, after deducting its administrative costs, would be

transmitted to the entity imposing the surcharge. The bill would require that the surcharge revenue be expended to develop and implement a regional blueprint plan and would specify that 5% of the

surcharge revenue be transmitted to the council for performance of its functions. The bill would provide that the council is to perform specified new functions only when the council has received sufficient

revenue from this source.
	Monitor
	Senate Local Government Committee

Hearing Date:  4/15/09

SB 375 postponed until funding available.  Authorization to raise funding for the regional council of governments.

 

	SB 575
(Steinberg)
	Spot Bill - for SB 375 clean-up.  Currently refers to timing of housing elements in San Diego Association of Governments
	Monitor
	Senate Transportation & Housing Committee 
Hearing Date:  4/21/09

	SB 696 

(Wright)
	Air quality: regional districts: emission reduction credits.  Under existing law, every air pollution control district or air quality management district in a federal nonattainment area for any national ambient air quality standard is required to establish by regulation, a system by wh ich all reductions in emissions of air contaminants that are to be used to offset certain future increases in the emission of air contaminants are banked prior to use. This bill would state that it is the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to ensure that there are sufficient credits available for the South Coast Air Quality Management District to issue permits for essential public services and new clean efficient power plants.
	Monitor

	3/19/09 
Senate Rules Committee



REVENUE
	AB 139

(Brownley)
	Los Angeles County Flood Control District: fees and charges. This bill would authorize the district to impose a fee or charge to pay the costs and expenses of the district, and to carry out the

objects or purposes of the act. The bill would require that any fees imposed be levied and collected, together with taxes for county purposes, and the revenues paid into the county treasury to the

credit of the district.  The act authorizes the board of the district, subject to certain limitations, to do all acts or things necessary or useful for the promotion of the work or the control of the flood and storm waters of

the district, to conserve those waters for beneficial and useful purposes, and to protect from damage from storm or flood waters, the harbors, waterways, public highways, and property of the district.

One limitation upon the authority of the board of the district is that it is not authorized to raise money for the district by any method or system other than by issuing bonds, or the levying of a tax upon the assessed value of all the real property of the district,

except from the sale and lease of its property.  
	Monitor
	2/26/09

Assembly Local Government Committee  
Authorizing legislation for Flood Control District to add charge to property tax.

	AB 992

(Lieu)
	Advertising: residential property taxes: assessment appeal application filing services.  Among other provisions, this bill would prohibit an assessment appeal filing service from charging, demanding, or collecting money until after the assessment appeal application is filed with the property tax assessor's office or clerk of the assessment appeals board. Violating this provision would be deemed a crime.
	RECOMMEND SUPPORT
	3/26/09
Assembly Business & Professions Committee 

	SB 354

(Wright)
	State Board of Equalization: local tax revenues: video.  This bill would require the Board of Equalization to study the impact of new video and voice alternatives on local tax and fee revenues and report to the Legislature, as provided.
	Monitor

 
	3/9/09  

Senate Rules Committee



TRANSPORTATION

	SB 165 (Lowenthal)


	Federal transportation funds.   Existing law provides for apportionment of federal transportation funds to the state and provides for allocation of these funds to various purposes. This bill would make legislative findings and declarations relative to additional federal funds to be made available to the state pursuant to federal economic stimulus legislation. This bill contains other related provisions.  This bill would declare that it is to take effect immediately as an urgency statute.
	Monitor
 
	3/9/09  

Senate Rules Committee  



	SB 485

(Wright)


	State Highway Operation and Protection Program Emergency Funding Act.  Existing law provides that the Department of Transportation has full possession and control of all state highways and requires the department to prepare a State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP) for the expenditure of transportation funds for major capital improvements necessary to preserve and protect the state highway system. This bill would enact the State Highway Operation and Protection Program Emergency Funding Act and state the intent of the Legislature to provide adequate funding to meet the needs of the State Highway Operation and Protection Program in the 2009-10 fiscal year.
	Monitor
 
	 Senate Transportation & Housing Committee

Hearing Date:  4/21/09



	SB 518
(Lowenthal)
	Vehicles: parking services and fees.

(1) Addresses exemptions from parking fees for community colleges. 
(2) Under existing law, the State Building Construction Act, state funds may be used to fund the construction or operations of parking facilities in California. Under existing law, a city, county, or city and county is authorized to provide for the parking of motor vehicles, including the construction and operation of parking facilities, and the acquisition of land, property, and rights of way necessary or convenient for use as public parking places. This bill would prohibit, notwithstanding any other provision of law on and after January 1, 2011, the use of state funds to, directly or indirectly, subsidize the construction or operations of parking in California, except as specified, and for this purpose, the bill would define both the construction and operating costs of parking, the full cost of a parking space, transit intensive areas, and specify the exceptions to this requirement. A violation of the Vehicle Code is a crime. The bill would require, on or before January 1, 2012, a city, county, or city and county to adopt and implement, or have adopted and implemented, measures from a specified menu that achieve a total score of at least 20 points, based on the points associated with that menu to ensure that a city, county, or city and county manages its parking so that the actual cost of a parking space equals its full cost, as specified. By increasing the duties of local public officials, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. The bill also would authorize a city, county, or city and county, to request the State Air Resources Board to approve and award points for other alternate measures to reduce or eliminate subsidies that fail to charge users for the full cost of a parking space, as specified. The bill also would provide that if a city, county, or city and county adopts and implements measures to achieve a total score of at least 50 points from the specified menu, the city, county, or city and county, with respect to any application for competitive loan or grant programs funded by a general obligation bond approved by the voters on or after January 1, 2010, would receive bonus points equal to 5% of the total available points.
	Monitor 
 
	Senate Transportation & Housing Committee

Hearing Date:  4/21/09

  



OTHER

	AB 4
(Blakeslee)


	Constitutional convention: delegates.  The California Constitution authorizes the Legislature, by roll call vote entered in the journal, 2/3 of the membership of each

house concurring, to submit at a general election the question whether to call a convention to revise the Constitution. If a majority vote yes on that question, the Legislature is required, within 6 months, to provide for the convention. Delegates to the convention are required to be voters elected from districts as nearly

equal in population as may be practicable.This bill would provide for the selection of 56 delegates to the

Constitutional Convention, with 14 delegates selected from each of the State Board of Equalization districts, as specified. The bill would prohibit a delegate to the Convention from holding a specified office or position, including an elective or appointed federal, state, county, or city office, for 4 years following the date of his or her appointment as a delegate to the Convention. The term of each delegate would expire at the time the Convention submits its proposal to the Secretary of State to be voted on at the next statewide

election.  The bill would further prohibit a voter from being eligible to serve as a delegate to the Convention if the voter or his or her immediate family member held a specified office or position, including an elective or appointed federal, state, county, or city office, for the 10 years preceding the date of his or her application.  The bill includes other provisions about location of the convention, delegate compensation ($300/day), and delegate removal and replacement. The bill would become operative only if ACR ____ is approved by

the voters at a statewide general election.
	MONITOR
	2/05/09

Assembly Judiciary Committee


	AB 18

(Knight)
	Local government: city councils.  Existing law requires a city council to, within 30 days of a vacancy in an elective office, fill that vacancy by appointment or

call a special election to fill the vacancy, as specified.

This bill would authorize the city council to leave a seat on the city council vacant for up to one year or for cities that elect seats on the city council by district for up to 6 months or until the next general election, whichever comes first, if the remaining city council members cannot agree upon an appropriate appointee and the remaining city council members can still form a quorum, as specified.
	Monitor
	3/31/09

Assembly Elections & Redistricting Committee – failed passage
 

	AB 90
(Adams)
	Torts: personal liability immunity. Existing law requires that any person, who in good faith and not for compensation, renders emergency medical care at the scene of an emergency shall not be liable for any civil damages resulting from any act or omission.  This bill would instead require that any person, who in good faith and not for compensation, renders emergency care, medical or nonmedical, at the scene of an emergency shall not be liable for any civil damages resulting from any act or omission.
	RECOMMEND SUPPORT
	3/04/09

Assembly Judiciary Committee
Same goal as SB 39 & AB 83

	SB 181

(Wright)


	Code enforcement: definitions.  Defines the terms "code enforcement" and "code enforcement officer" as used in the Health and Safety Code.
	Monitor
 
	3/25/2009

Senate Transportation & Housing Committee

Hearing canceled at request of author

	SB 695

(Wright)
	Electricity: rates.   Existing law authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to fix the rates and charges for every public utility, and requires that those rates and charges be just and reasonable. This bill would prohibit the commission from requiring or permitting an electrical corporation to employ dynamic pricing for residential customers, but would authorize the commission to authorize an electrical corporation to offer residential customers the option of receiving service pursuant to dynamic pricing. The bill would, beginning January 1, 2016, authorize the commission to authorize an electrical corporation to employ default dynamic pricing for residential customers, if the customer has the option of receiving service pursuant to a rate schedule that is not based upon dynamic pricing and if residential customers that exercise the option to not receive service pursuant to the dynamic pricing incur no additional costs as a result of the exercise of that option. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws. URGENCY.
	Monitor
(Per Eric Busch)

 
	Senate Energy, Utility and Communications Committee
Hearing Date:  4/21/09


	SB 805

(Wright)
	Energy: procurement.  Under existing law, the Public Utilities Commission has regulatory authority over public utilities, including electrical corporations and gas corporations, as defined. The existing Public Utilities Act requires the commission to review and adopt a procurement plan for each electrical corporation in accordance with specified elements, incentive mechanisms, and objectives. The elements, among other things, require that the plan include a showing that the electrical corporation will, in order to fulfill its unmet resource needs, until a 20% renewable resources portfolio is achieved, procure renewable energy resources with the goal of ensuring that at least an additional 1% per year of the electricity sold by the electrical corporation is generated from eligible renewable energy resources, provided sufficient funds are made available to cover certain above-market costs. This bill would move the requirements for the commission to review and adopt a procurement plan for each electrical corporation from an article concerning rates to an article concerning long-term plans and procurement plans, and make conforming changes that reference existing law. The bill would require that an electrical corporation's proposed procurement plan include a showing that the electrical corporation will, in order to fulfill its unmet resource needs, procure resources from eligible renewable energy resources in an amount sufficient to meet its procurement requirements pursuant to the renewables portfolio standard established pursuant to the California Renewables Portfolio Standard Program. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
	Monitor

 
	Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications Committee

Hearing Date:  4/21/09
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