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April 25, 2008  

Honorable Pam O’Connor, Chair & Members of the Board of Directors

Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

One Gateway Plaza

Mail Stop: 99-22-3

Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952

RE:
South Bay Comments on Draft Congestion Mitigation Fee Feasibility Study Report
The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) has reviewed the Draft Congestion Mitigation Fee Feasibility Study Report and we have the following comments, which are mostly questions for Metro’s consideration.

1. Will there be a minimum level for the fee which each sub-region can increase?

2. What happens if any region doesn’t grow as much as the others and the congestion mitigation fee for the area is inadequate to leverage with Metro’s funds?  Will that region be left out?

3. There needs to be an explicit maintenance of effort provision for Metro to continue to provide funding for regional projects.

4. Cities are using the existing fees on development for local improvements. There needs to be a coordinated effort with cities that have these existing fees so that the additional Metro fee will not make development too costly.  

5. If the new construction is redevelopment of a property and it results in no additional trips from its previous use, would there be a fee?

6. Does a city get credit for re-developing a property at a less intense use – e.g.,  retail converted to three (3) dwelling units?  

7. Consideration should be given to requiring a percentage of the funds to be pooled for area-wide use - possibly 20-30 percent. 

8. Will there be a requirement to encumber the money within 5 years?  Will it be acceptable to show good faith efforts to move projects forward as a substitute?

9. Will small cities be able to borrow against future fees so that they can accomplish their larger projects?  Such an option should be considered.

10. The South Coast Air Quality Management District is also developing a developer fee control measure.  Southern California Associations of Governments (SCAG) has been working on a Smart Growth initiative that encourages high density development. The SBCCOG highly recommends that Metro work closely with the AQMD and SCAG  to help insure that any proposed fees and rules work together and do not have a deleterious effect on other regional goals, which could make it is too costly to develop in Los Angeles or create other unintended consequences

We appreciate all of the effort that the development of this kind of program requires and commend you on the effort.   

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  If you have any questions, please contact our Executive Director, Jacki Bacharach at 310-377-8987.

Sincerely, 
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 Paul M. Nowatka, SBCCOG Chair

Councilman, City of Torrance

cc:  Roger Snoble, Metro Chief Executive Officer

       Robert Calix, Metro
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