

ITEM #IV.I.

 

South Bay Cities Council of Governments
April 7, 2008
TO:   Steering Committee 

RE:   10th Annual General Assembly – February 27, 2009
The Carson Community Center has been reserved and it is now time to focus on the topic for the next General Assembly.  Evaluation responses indicate that having the event on a Friday and making it morning through lunch is the best time.
.

A list of the topics of the previous General Assemblies is as follows:

· 1st –  About the SBCCOG, Speaker from Governor’s Office & Panel re: Internet Sales

· 2nd – Cooperative Law Enforcement Efforts & Law Enforcement Technology in the South Bay

· 3rd -  Designing Places for People – Livable Communities in the South Bay

· 4th -  Hometown Security

· 5th -  Partnerships – Building Better Communities

· 6th - Facing the Future:  Energy Use & Supply in the South Bay
· 7th – The South Bay’s Digital Future:  How It Will Change Everything
· 8th – Mobility Options for the South Bay

· 9th -  Bracing for the Boom:  Are Cities Ready for Their Aging Population?
TOPIC
A goal of the General Assembly is to bring elected officials, staff, city commissioners, community leaders and the public together to discuss issues of importance to the South Bay that aren’t being discussed otherwise or extensively elsewhere.  This has kept the forum unique and yet timely.  
In keeping with that goal, the following topics are suggested for your consideration.  Additionally, suggestions from members would be very helpful.

1. Planning/Community Design and Public Health – there have been occasional conferences on this subject in the last few years.  A year ago Community Design and Public Health was recommended by Kathy Ikari, Community Development Director in Gardena after she and I attended two forceful conferences on this topic. The session could raise the awareness of health impacts in our planning and development decisions asking questions such as:  Why this has surfaced as an issue? Whose responsibility is it? Should one element of General Plans be dedicated to community health? Does CEQA have a role to play as air toxins are of increasing concern in many communities? Where does water quality in our communities get addressed?  Speakers could be from the American Planning Association, Department of Public Health, AQMD, etc..
2. Funding City Services in the Future:  Financial Pillar or House of Cards – the economy and where it’s going including the impact on city budgets is a growing issue.  We have never had a discussion of financing city services and how state mandates and ‘revenue stealing’ affects our budgeting and service delivery.  This could be a great opportunity to educate our city family as well as the community.   Additionally, this topic should become more critical as trends continue.  Speakers could be the State Treasurer, County CEO and Chris McKenzie from the LCC.
3. A Post Carbon World:  A Green & Sustainable South Bay –  this could focus on the carbon/climate change craze, new vendors flooding the market,  new industries  emerging, and new mandates being imposed on cities.  How can the city management and the city purchasing community sort this out?  One panel might include the pros and cons of various fuels for motoring -- electricity, bio diesel, hydrogen, ethanol, etc.  Another could involve some other green sector that struggles with knowing what's authentic, who to trust, etc.  Speakers could include state legislators, State Energy Commission, PUC.

While all three topics are very timely and haven’t been discussed in the South Bay in any depth, I am concerned that by next year, #3 – the Post CarbonWorld will have been done again and again.  Even today, we receive invitations to conferences every week.  Additionally, the South Bay Energy Savings Center and the South Bay Green Task Force will be sponsoring workshops all year round which could address many of the issues that might be of interest on this topic.
All of the topics would involve multiple city departments and community organizations and there should be excellent speakers available.

The General Assembly topic is usually chosen in the summer but we know that the earlier we choose the topic, the more we can maximize participation from partners and sponsors and so that we can put together a dynamic program for the day.
RECOMMENDATION
Review the topics above, offer other suggestions and if possible select a topic at this meeting or at the May meeting at the latest.
Staff recommendation is #2.
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