South Bay Cities council of Governments
GIS Working Group

Meeting at City of Redondo Beach

Wednesday, March 11, 2009 at 10:30 am

Minutes

Attendees: Josi Jenneskens (Carson); Bonnie Shrewsbury (Manhattan Beach); Ryan Tucker (Redondo Beach); Jenny Gough (City of Torrance); Michael McDaniel (El Segundo); Sonali Tambe (Hermosa Beach); Steve Lavey (City of Torrance); Michael Ferris (CSUDH; Mike Sumich (ESRI); Ted Vegvari (City of Rancho Palos Verdes); Kim Fuentes and Azury Benouis (SBCCOG)

Introductions

Meeting Notes: February 2009 Meeting Minutes approved

COG Server

· Discussion of issues from February 2009 meeting:

· Mike Ferris
· Assistant Dean at CSUDH Research Lab has agreed that the COG server can be housed at CSUDH in the lab, with the following conditions:
· Anti-virus software must be current at all times

· CSUDH reserves the right to shut down the Firewall upon any breach of security.

· Group needs to discuss how it will have access to the server.  Possibilities include:

· Remote logon

· Walk-in access

· Combination of both, depending on task

· A suggestion was made to keep the COG server on its own network circuit to further reduce possible security concerns for CSUDH.

· Steve Lavey suggested we have a COG server sub-committee made up of members from the GIS Working Group.

· Mike Ferris will follow up with CSUDH IT team to discuss logistics of actual set-up for server at CSUDH such as communication ports, stand alone network, remote access for updates, accessibility, rack set-up, etc.  He has the list of needs and considerations drawn up by Steve Lavey.
· Other options for COG server locations

· El Segundo may be willing to discuss in six months.
· Mike McDaniel checked into the cost of housing the server at an offsite server renting space.  The best price he found was $172.00/month for an 8U (unit) rack.  Remote and on-site access available.  No support provided by the company.
· SBESC/SBCCOG new office location.  Kim will check with SBCCOG’s contractor for maintenance of applications, software, licenses, and housing logistics.
· When a decision is reached about the relocation of the COG server, a work order must be submitted for approval by the SBCCOG Steering Committee.

· Josi Jenneskens

· Status of SBCCOG maintenance and ArcIMS 9.3

· Maintenance is up-to-date.  ESRI profile has been corrected to reflect that we still want/need ArcIMS software updates, as well as ArGIS Server.  Mike Sumich delivered ArcIMS 9.3 updates to Josi at Carson
· In the past, Barry Waite of Carson billed for hours worked by Carson staff on SBCCOG projects such as the SBCCOG website and the Traffic Alert System.  The work was billed at a rate for either the GIS Administrator or the GIS Analyst that include general benefits.  Billing was done monthly or quarterly.
· Group discussed that there should be some sort of compensation to the cities for work done by their staff, depending on the scope of the work.

· Barry Waite has not offered to buy the industry cluster data for the whole South Bay.  He thinks it would be easier if the SBCCOG purchased it for all, but would pay for Carson’s share if needed.

· Industry clusters from ESRI are features/options subscribed to by category of business.  Data is pulled from multiple sources such as Dun & Bradstreet.  For the last set of data, the 14 licenses cost approximately $4000.  Each city contributed $400.

· Purpose and Scope of the COG Server

· When asked by GIS personnel, only one city (Redondo Beach) is actively participating in the Traffic Alerter application.  Kim will report back with information as to the status of additional city/agency interest.

· Possible future uses for the server include:

· Housing data for street centerline project and ability to make updates

· Maps for project locations

· Emergency response application (Area G)

· Transportation applications as they relate to SB 375

Street Centerline

· Mike McDaniel reports that the conversion of the Speed limit data from text to numeric is not complete.  

· Not all streets have speed limit data and completion of this task may require funding from the COG.

· Errors were found when Mike ran a topology (topology: In GIS, the arrangement that constrains how point, line, and polygon features share geometry. Topology defines and enforces data integrity. –from ESRI.com).  Mike will contact Alex Rocco of Carson to discuss this issue as it has happened before.

LAR-IAC2 Update

· Cities are beginning to receive orthogonal imagery (Carson and Manhattan Beach).

· There will be an update at the next meeting on building footprints.

Other Business

· ESRI will be rolling out an ArcGIS install patch called 9.3.1 in the near future (May).  There is more information on the ESRI homepage.

· ArcGIS 9.4 is still scheduled to be released, hopefully before the conference in July.

· Bonnie Shrewsbury showed example of new LAR-IAC2 images.

Next Meeting – Wednesday, April 8 2009

· Volunteer for goodies – Mike McDaniel

Action Points for April Meeting

· Mike Ferris will give an update on discussions with CSUDH Research Lab housing of COG server.

· Josi Jenneskens will provide specifications (hardware and software) of current COG server.

· Mike McDaniel will give an update on the street centerline data, including topology issues.

· Kim Fuentes will provide updates on:

· Traffic Alerter application

· Possibility of housing COG server at SBCCOG’s host

· Additional resources from SCAG on business data

· Bonnie Shrewsbury and Josi Jenneskens will give an update from the March 19, 2009 LAR-IAC User Group.
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