South Bay Cities Council of Governments

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
March 10, 2009 Notes
Attendees:  Ellen Perkins (Chair, Palos Verdes Estates), Susan Rhilinger (Torrance), Judy Mitchell (Rolling Hills Estates), Edgar Saenz (Congresswoman Waters), Bill Orton (Senator Wright), Teresa Acosta (League of California), Jacki Bacharach (SBCCOG)  
I.
Call to Order – NO QUORUM
II.
Motion to accept and file report of the Posting of the Agenda

III.       Minutes from January 13, 2009 meeting for approval (attached)

IV.       Reports from Legislative Representatives:

Saenz  - $787 million – lot for assistance.  Largely operates through existing programs.  New starts – ½ billion.  Dot – California share of transit is $1.1 billion.  Highway - $2.6 billion going through Caltrans to cities and metro is facilitating that.  City wish lists in waters district are 5 times greater than what they will get.  Shovel ready – 120 days.  Engineering and environmental done.  Tax relief provisions.  Retirees and disabled vets will get one time $250 check.  1st time  homebuyer tax credit extended.  New credit for purchase of motor vehicles which tries to cover the state and local taxes.  Clean energy and green jobs funding.  Geothermal and wind and $2 billion for advanced battery research and manufacturing for solar in U.S.  (Battery for solar storage is important to its adaption).  State fiscal stabilization – California $6 + 2 billion.  Based on school age population because backfills cuts to education and should stave off most of the teacher layoffs.  
$s not used goes into 2nd tier of re-distribution.  
LOOK AT LEAGUE GUIDEBOOK ON WEBSITE – UPDATED EVERY TUESDAY

CHECK MOBILITY 21 LEGISLATION

Orton – passed out handout re: Wright’s legislation

V.     Reports from Other Agencies
A. League of California Cities – LCC – Acosta – 
· New guidelines for applying for public safety funding.  Oppose AB 155. AB 139 – no LCC position.  Gateway COG says it is premature re: support.  Needs more negotiations re: local return.

· April 15 & 16 Legislative Action Days

· SB 375 forum powerpoints on web site and will do more webcasts.

· April 2 – LCC Division meeting – federal issues & state policy committees downtown LA April 2 & 3.

· Water Task Force – 15 resumes for 2 spots. 

· ILG – basics of local government decision making posted

· Considering 4 regional large meetings in LA County on topics of interest

Jenkins seminars – invite Teresa – invite Gateway & Westside if openings

B. AQMD – AQMD
C. L.A. Metro - Transportation Funding, State & Federal legislation 
Metro Urges The Legislature To Act Now And Approve Federal Economic Stimulus Legislation
The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority strongly urges the Los Angeles County legislative delegation to act swiftly to approve legislation to implement the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).  

Legislation is needed to implement ARRA. When the President signed this legislation the timelines for obligating the funds went into effect. Agencies now have 180 days to obligate the funding. 

A broad group of transportation related agencies has developed proposed legislation which could be introduced and considered immediately.
 The Cost of Inaction 

· The state may not be able to meet its deadlines to implement ARRA funding.
· Key projects in Los Angeles County will not get funding.
· Cities in Los Angeles County will lose $100 million.

Attached is a letter from the Mobility 21 Coalition on behalf of all the Southern California Transportation Commissions, and our partners urging you to act swiftly to implement ARRA.  The draft legislation is also attached. 
VI.       Consideration of legislation for Possible Action – AB 155, SB 27 and AB 83/SB39
VII.       May & June Ballot Measures – (information available at the meeting)

A. Review the propositions and discuss whether to recommend a 

         
        position to the Board – wait until next month
League of Cities is only considering Prop. 1A for a position.  But they are intertwined.  Perkins – consider Prop. 1B as support for our schools.

Senate – 1500 new bills; Assembly – 300 this year

IX.      Next meeting – April 14, 2009
X.       Adjourn
