South Bay Cities Council of Governments

March 10, 2008

To:
Steering Committee
From:
Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director 
RE:      Comments on AQMD Proposed Rule 2301
BACKGROUND
The AQMD is proposing a new rule – Rule 2301 – that will regulate the NOx emissions associated with large scale land development and the subsequent operations of the proposed project.  This represents the AQMD’s regulation of what and how land will be developed in the region.  Rule 2301 would apply to local government developments as well as private projects.  It could, for example, apply to attempts to expand a city hall or build a new library.
The SBCCOG has been invited along with other public and private interests to participate in a “stakeholders committee” which will meet monthly throughout 2008.  The rule-making process is expected to continue until early 2009.  Wally Siembab, SBCCOG Special Projects Manager, will be attending for us.
There are 3 key provisions of the proposed regulation:  

1) The threshold at which the mitigations apply - NOx level of 2 tons 
2) Areas of mitigation – Construction &

3)                                    Operations

The SBCCOG has drafted comments on the mobile source pollution from operations which should be formally submitted before the April 1 meeting of the stakeholders committee.  In addition, SBCCOG will review the comments with the Livable Communities Working Group and request a source of expertise to advise on the mitigation threshold and the construction issues.  SBCCOG staff will continue to update the Steering Committee and the Livable Communities Working Group and coordinate with other public agencies such as the League of California Cities.  
More information is available at the Web site established by the AQMD for this regulation:
http://www.aqmd.gov/rules/proposed/2301/index.html
RECOMMENDATION
Review comments and forward to the Board for their approval. 
