South Bay Cities Council of Governments 

GIS Working Group Meeting

City of Redondo Beach

Wednesday, August 11, 2010 @ 10:30 am

Minutes

Attendees: Josi Jenneskens (Carson),  Michael Ferris (CSU Dominguez Hills),  Elsa Moreno (Inglewood)  Sonali Tambe (Hermosa Beach), Jenny Gough (Torrance), Steve Lavey (Torrance), Michael McDaniel (El Segundo),  Lina Nguyen (Rancho Palos Verdes), Ryan Tucker (Redondo Beach),  Bonnie Shrewsbury (Manhattan Beach), Mike Sumich (ESRI);  Rosemary Lackow (SBCCOG)
Introductions and Sign-In: Josi distributed a revised agenda (Disaster Preparedness Inventory added) 
June Meeting Notes: Approved
ESRI User’s Conference Recap:   What did you learn? Tips?  
· Re the plenary session: some criticisms:  jumped around too much, too focused on cities, compared to last years. International perspective which was clearer (Saul’s speech), too much talking during speech, distracting.  Positive = they eliminated “talking heads” videos.
· Directory signage was confusing.
· Hard to coordinate downstairs (educational exhibits) with upstairs events.  By getting lunch earlier, got to see more that wanted to see.  
· Internet check-in room was comfortable, but a structured queue for computer usage would have been good. 
· Food provisions good in some areas (at Federal group but ran out early for others (Regional User Group).
· Picnic at end enjoyable.
· Can’t go for 2 days only – will miss important sessions.
Arc GIS 10 – Issues and Fixes
· MB just got hard copies, needs to fill out form, Carson, Torrance installed.
· Carson: having difficulties crashes a lot on an older computer, and one visual based application that is hard to run.  Also, regarding the “base map layer” – they tried to use on Vista, found that a video card update was needed; by checking a box in “options”, this helped to cache and refresh, draw more quickly.  But if you want to do something with a layer, you need to take the layer out of the Basemap Layer.   (When went into forums to input this problem, found no ESRI person was in the forum.)  Re: “representation” = didn’t think too useful, but liked way it looked and catalogue on the tab (Josi). 
· Torrance reported installation went smoothly – haven’t fully tested yet (Steve). 
· Manhattan Beach:  crashing seems frequent (Bonnie); Torrance (Jenny) added - especially when editing 
· El Segundo: 9.2 and 9.3 have crashing issues (Mike) in “options” seems to crash a lot. 
· Applications: Bonnie inquired if anyone had installed ARCInfo?  Used for customizing tools (Jenny) Josi asked if   anyone with ArcGIS 10 has used CAMS (County Address Management System)? Most cities present haven’t tried yet; except Hermosa Beach (Sonali); El Segundo:  can’t get to the CAMS (Mike) – suggestion to send an email to ESRI on this (Jenny).  
Community Basemap

· First training for West Coast – Aug 16-18 Is anyone doing it? Training over 3 days – the classroom is in the morning, homework in the afternoon.   Yet to do: contracts to be signed, and instructions for remote connection; it’s free. 
· City discussion – El Segundo would like to contribute data (Mike McDaniel); ESRI (Mike Sumich) stated their goal to get all South Bay agencies on board. Manhattan Beach (Bonnie) asked whether a city needs ArcGIS 10 to participate, Josi responded negative, but wait till get the tools for 10.  El Segundo added there are no clear instructions, but they were able to back into it, using a template accessed from a style set that tells what symbol to use for different data by scale (Mike McDaniel).  Carson: not technically difficult, but a lot of work (Josi). Torrance found not technically difficult, but a lot of work (Jenny).
· SBCCOG GIS Working Group Centerline File Project.   El Segundo (Mike McDaniel) described road classifications, and being different from c/l file.  Inglewood (Elsa) asked to whom they should send updates for c/l files.  Josi responded that Alex Rocco, GIS Coordinator in Carson is the contact person and will send out instructions again. El Segundo (Mike McDaniel) said they would wait with the updates, to do to the CAMS; but keeps 911 c/l file up to date.  Manhattan Beach (Bonnie) noted likewise that CAMS won’t be ready for quite a while – their update will wait till they cut over to that system.           
Disaster Preparedness Inventory 
· Bonnie distributed GIS Data Inventory spreadsheet, pointing out and explaining the legend on the back. 
· Updated info requests:  to Redondo Beach (what items they have, don’t have); to El Segundo, Redondo Beach, and Torrance: do the retail centers, Plaza El Segundo, So. Bay Galleria, and Del Amo Mall fall under the “Regional Shopping Center” category” (all – yes).  These centers need polygons.    To Carson, she requested to update as to underground pipelines, and noted that she added a category for Power plants and substations.  Mike McDaniel added that there should be detailed maps for oil and gas pipelines. 
· Bonnie requested examples from all cities as to “natural features”; if no examples might drop this off list.   
· Questions: How to handle 911 dispatch centers – some, not all South Bay Cities are tied into the Regional Communications Center (Michael McDaniel); is there a plan as to what to do with updated data? (Josi).  Bonnie explained the goal is to have data available uniformly if a disaster occurs – could do a COG-wide layer and El Segundo (Mike McDaniel) suggested data to be provided to create a base map; ESRI (Mike Sumich) added his firm would love to work with them to this end .  Carson (Josi) stated a practical example of locating emergency shelters on such a map, but the next step is to decide on a common reference (point vs. polygon).    
· Bonnie said this item will be brought back at the next meeting, with reminders to Christine (Port of LA) Ryan (Redondo Beach) and Lawson Chew (Gardena) to provide updates to her. 

· Lifeguard stations: some are fixed (issue as to whether permanent or mobile) may be referred to as “lifeguard offices”. 

· Upcoming October 21st Disaster Preparedness training event “10/21 at 10:21” could be useful in advancing this program.  Could COG server be the hub? Torrance (Ginny) noted it would be nice, cost-effective to be able to look into other city’s data.   

Other Business 

· LAR-IAC 3:   Josi was aware several were in attendance at a meeting recently including Alex and Barry (Carson).  She reported that the single most important piece of information was that the cost may come in as much as one-half as the last time.  Some discussion followed about getting budget approval for this product.    Other comments: It’s  worth it  to order  later (in spring – Jan/ Feb) since flights done  then tend to produce photography with better color and resolution compared to earlier  in winter (Dec/Jan) - even if the product deliverables may come later (Jenny).  Although they will not be doing building footprint and contours etc, as in the past, that past data is available (Michael).   It was suggested that it may be possible to negotiate a price as Hermosa Beach did for LAR-IAC 2 (Sonali).    
Volunteer for Goodies next meeting: Sonali Tambe
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