South Bay Cities Council of Governments
GIS Working Group

December 12th, 2007 Minutes
1. Attendees: Bonnie Shrewsbury (Manhattan Beach), Jenny Gough (Torrance), Josi Jenneskens (Carson), Ryan Tucker (Redondo Beach), Mike McDaniel (Gardena, El Segundo, Lomita), Sonali Tambe (Hermosa Beach),  Rod Peel (ESRI), Mike Ferris (CSUDH), Nicki Coronado (SBCCOG), Mike Robles (Long Beach)
2. November meeting notes - accepted
3.   City boundaries – 2 issues (Bonnie)

· What started as a simple concern regarding a boundary that was incorrect in the graphic map of the South Bay Cities on the website then turned into a discussion of having a legally accurate city boundary layer for the COG.  These are really two different issues that will be addressed separately.


a. website map graphic

· Feedback regarding boundary inconsistencies were received from Gardena, El Segundo, Inglewood, and City of L.A.
· If any other cities find inconsistencies on this map graphic, please send correct information to Bonnie.  Shapefiles received are being posted on the ftp site.
· Alex has tasked himself with updating the graphic, but wasn’t at the meeting and didn’t pass on any project status.  Nicki is wanting to update the website next week, so she will contact Alex regarding project status.

· If all remaining edits cannot be made by next week, the group requests that the COG go ahead and post the map with Gardena’s changes completed.


b. accurate GIS layer

· The desire has been expressed for a positionally and legally accurate GIS layer of city boundaries within the COG.
· This would be a painstaking process of integrating information from all city sources, as well as tricky in the possible event that cities could be in disagreement.  There are definite legal implications that would have to be considered (e.g., emergency response).

· It was suggested that the County has an existing effort toward city boundaries, however, as we understand it, this project is hardcopy based, not GIS based, and is focused on reconciling general boundaries for the Census Bureau’s LUCA effort, not on legally, positionally accurate boundaries.  Those cities whose boundary changes may affect their Census coverage, however, are encouraged to participate and advise the Census Bureau of those changes.

· There was a question about a city boundary layer within the street centerline geodatabase on the ftp site, but no one else knew it was there or its source so we’ll have to follow up on that.

· While it had previously been suggested that the remaining funding from the centerline project be spent on developing this boundary layer, a) the centerline project is not finished so there are no “remaining funds” at this time, and b) any change in project scope would have to be approved by the SBCOG Board.

· The group decided to focus on completing the centerline project, after which the subject of a city boundary layer could be approached.

· As an aside on this subject, the Chair asks that members use discretion when sending email to the entire email list.  Specific questions can be directed to the Chair directly, and creation of sublists (such as LAR-IAC participants) was discussed.

4.   Shared centerline project feedback
· Manhattan Beach indicated that they were told that their issue with the west side streets had been fixed, however, Hermosa Beach now reports finding similar issues.  A map of Hermosa Beach was presented to help visualize the discrepancies.

· Torrance indicated some issues, but Steve, who reviewed the file, is currently out of town.

· El Segundo and Lomita report no issues.

· Redondo Beach not only reports no issues, but is already using the street centerline data in their development of a COG-wide transit application.  We will post this link to the group when it becomes available.

· Mike McDaniel will review the streets for Gardena and Hawthorne.  The Chair will contact Inglewood and Rancho Palos Verdes for feedback.  Feedback from any other cities is requested prior to the next meeting on Jan 9th.

5.   GISWG section of COG website
· Nicki reported that the COG currently pays $10/month for 2GB on the ftp site, which can be increased to 4GB for $26/month.   The site host sounds like they can be flexible to our needs… once we determine what our needs will be.  Please give some more thought to the types of things you would like to post to the ftp site and their size requirements.
· Other than the city GIS web links sent by the Chair, no other links were received.  It was asked that those who have specific GIS data resource links that they believe to be useful, send those links directly to Nicki.

6.   GIS Day Success Stories?
· Torrance was the only city that was able to do something for GIS Day this year.  They featured a timeline of aerial photos, a highlight of GIS projects coming up this year for the city, and a guess-where aerial photo contest similar to that at the ESRI Conference.
7.   Upcoming meetings:


Jan 15, 9-noon  -  HAZUS (SCAG L.A. office)
· While only a few of us have used the free HAZUS software for disaster cost estimates, there was discussion by those who have of its ease of use and tangible results.
· One of the archived Webinars on ESRI’s Virtual Campus was recommended for familiarizing yourself with how to use HAZUS.


Aug 4-8, 2008  -  ESRI User Conference

· The User Conference registration is available online, as well as the Housing Request system for hotel reservations.  The Chair did hers this morning and already had trouble getting all 5 nights at the same hotel, so it’s recommended that you get on the site and submit that Housing Request ASAP. Conference registration is required first.

8.   Other business
 
- Google Earth Pro license that Wally could use?

· Carson does not have one.  PV on the Net reportedly does.  The COG will follow-up regarding use of the license.


- Certificate Programs

· The group got onto a tangent regarding GIS Certificate programs at the local universities.

· Josi will be teaching in Cal State Fullerton’s GIS Certificate program.  Link to more information to follow.

· Cal State Dominguez Hills doesn’t have a formal GIS Certificate program, but faculty continue to imbed GIS exercises within other non-GIS-specific courses.

9.   Next meeting – Jan 9th  
· Josi volunteered to bring goodies.

