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MINUTES

 South Bay Cities Council of Governments Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, May 24, 2007 7:00 pm
Manhattan Beach Police & Fire Building

Chair Aldinger called the meeting of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments to order at 7:03 pm.  In attendance were the following voting members:

Harold Williams, Carson

Carl Jacobspn, El Segundo

Ron Ikejiri, Gardena

Larry Guidi, Hawthorne

Susan Dever, Lomita

Jim Aldinger, Manhattan Beach

Jim Goodhart, Palos Verdes Estates

John Parsons, Redondo Beach

Paul Nowatka, Torrance.

Susan Seamans, Rolling Hills Estates

Also in attendance were the following persons:

Richard Montgomery, Councilman, Manhattan Beach

Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG

Nicki Coronado, SBCCOG

Merna Marshall, SBCCOG

Darin Chidsey, SCAG

Bev Perry, SCAG

Claudette Moody, MTA

Stan Myles, AQMD

Jerry Jeffe, Calif. Contract Cities Assn.

Ann Marie Wallace, League of Calif. Cities

Mr. Sacks, public

Self-Introductions

Flag Salute-led by Chair Aldinger.

MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT OF CITY CLERK OF MANHATTAN BEACH ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA

Motion by Board Member Aldinger, seconded by Board Member Guidi, to accept and file the report of the City Clerk of Manhattan Beach objection.  So ordered.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF ANY CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – none.

Mr. Sacks, no address provided, spoke in opposition to SCAG’s support of Edison’s ownership of utility lines.  Specifically, he said he is opposed to Edison’s entering into the court case in Redondo Beach and does not believe the City Council should be supporting Edison when they tried to influence the outcome that would have gone against Redondo Beach.  On another subject, and in response to a question regarding whether the SBCCOG has any kind of training that might involve the coordination of all agencies that would be needed, Torrance Councilman Nowatka explained that the South Bay Platoon goes through regular training in different scenarios.

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A. April Board Meeting Minutes– Approve
B. Retain Jacki Bacharach & Associates for SBCCOG Management Services for next 3 years – Approve

C. Contract with Suzanne Charles for Bookkeeping services (attachment) – Approve

D. Resolution 2007-2 - Certifying The Final Housing Needs Allocation For The South Bay Cities Subregion and Transmittal letter to SCAG- Approve 
Jacki Bacharach reported that the minutes mailed out had in inaccurate attendance record and the corrected minutes have been distributed.

MOTION by Board Member Seamans, seconded by Board Member Goodhart, to approve the Consent Calendar, as presented, with the corrected minutes.   No objection.  So ordered.  (Board Members Jacobson and Williams abstained).
Nominating Committee Report 
Board Chair Aldinger stated that the slate of officers is still being developed and would be presented at the next meeting.  He asked anyone who would be interested in serving as an office of the organization to contact him.  

Draft 2007-2008 Budget

Jacki Bacharach reported that the budget will be approved in June and is in the packet for questions.  She noted that the anticipated ending balance is ca. $125,000 and the 15% reserve policy is exceeded..

Board Chair Aldinger explained that the budget includes money for lobbying effort on the AQMD bill; increased general assembly income over the last two years; an increase of 7% in Jacki Bacharach & Associates’ contract over last year, as well as oversight on the grants.  He noted that the grant budget runs from January to December.  

Board Member Seamans noted that the beginning fund balance for July 2007 is $220,000, with an expected ending balance of $125,000.  Jacki Bacharach commented that each year the COG receives unanticipated revenue that hasn’t been included in the budget and noted that there haven’t been many special projects for many years, but this year there are some.  

Board Chair Aldinger pointed out that it is good that the balance is going down, noting that it is not appropriate for the COG to have a large balance.

Jacki Bacharach said the budget would be re-reviewed by staff, with a couple of minor changes, and returned next month for final approval.  Also, she noted her recommendation to lower the amount of consulting by $10,000, decreasing the transportation consultant fees.

REPORTS FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
Energy Center Projects Update
Jacki Bacharach reported on the bid on energy-efficient lighting, noting that the school districts are not yet involved in this process.   She said the water broom project is underway; noted that the water broom is a very efficient way of sweeping down a sidewalk or driveway whereby the broom suctions and pushes out water; it meets NPEDS requirements and is a timesaver and water saver.  She noted that the cost of the water broom is $250; the MWD gives a $150 rebate; and the West Basin Municipal Water District has budgeted $100, which should enable the distribution of 500 free water brooms starting July 1.

She noted that the Energy Center staff have been visiting city halls to discuss the COG and the Energy Center projects; they are meeting next week with the West Basin MWD to discuss a grant for next year, which has enthusiasm on both sides; and the Governor’s environmental leadership award application is due June 5 and staff is hopeful that our unique project will be recognized.

Jacki Bacharach reported on a very enthusiastic program called “Living Wise”, which works with schools to raise awareness for energy efficiency.  She said staff has arranged for a program in a Hawthorne and Torrance school, where presentations will be made to teachers for their actions as role models for energy efficiency.

Legislative Committee Report 
Board Member Parsons reviewed the list of Legislation upon which SBCCOG has a position (copy distributed prior to meeting).  He noted that the Legislative Committee has a need for more attendees, noting that the meetings are currently held on a Tuesday at lunch.  

In response to Manhattan Beach Alternate Montgomery’s inquiry why the League of California Cities changed their position on SB 964 (Romero), Ann Marie Wallace explained that the bill has been scaled back and doesn’t really change the current Brown Act.  Board Member Aldinger pointed out that the COG has still maintained a position of “oppose” on this bill.

Legislative Action Recommendations
AB 1496 (Swanson):  recommend oppose

AB 57 (Soto):  recommend support

SB 445 (Torlakson):  recommend support (changed to a 14-member panel)

SB 717 (Peralta): recommend support

SB 974 (Lowenthal): recommend support

AB 411 (Emmerson) and SB 709:  recommend support

With regard to AB 411, Board Member John Parsons asked for information related to the various licensing requirements, noting that it is important that cities have the ability to control this type of use.

Ann Marie noted that the governor is being asked to institute an executive order asking the state to institute a “good neighbor policy” so that cities are aware of these types of houses being opened in their jurisdiction.

MOTION by Board Member Parsons, seconded by Board Member Nowatka, to approve the recommended action, as presented.  No objection.  So ordered.

Resolution 2007-3 re: Air Quality Management Plan - Approve 

Jacki Bacharach explained that the AQMD has been asking for support of this item and now SCAG has developed another resolution, which urges the federal government to declare a state of emergency.  She said the proposed resolution is a result of the Steering Committee’s request that staff combine the two resolutions, noting that it has been modified somewhat to reflect our concerns.
Board Member Aldinger noted that the Steering Committee discussed what effect this state of emergency could have on the economy of California and specifically our region and noted that it would be significant if this would be helpful in bringing in funding for cleaning up the air; however, the fear is that it could scare away tourism.

Board Member Dever proposed adding an additional statement such as the following:  Whereas, the SBCCOG recognizes that something can be done about this with proper funding and believes that this can be resolved without trashing the economy.

Jacki Bacharach noted the concern that we may be giving the Air District a “blank check”; pointed out that SCAG has a plan for the mitigation steps they would do but they have not been reviewed by the various committees; and suggested the COG may be urging some things that we don’t actually support.

Darin Chidsey, SCAG, reported that there is a 74 ton-per-day gap in the standards; SCAG is asking for a state of emergency to fix the problem; and the federal government regulates 80% of the pollution sources.  He noted one idea is that a designated truck way system would allow the addition of more containers to one truck (allowing triple trailer trucks which the SBCCOG has been opposed to), which would allow for a 21 ton reduction per day; however, even with that, (through a public-private partnership which will not detract from existing public funded projects), there is still a gap.  

In response to Board Member Guidi’s question regarding the effect of NAFTA on the South Bay, Jacki Bacharach pointed out that the SBCCOG Goods Movement Study is supposed to include what is coming into the South Bay from NAFTA, and the last time this was brought up at SCAG they indicated a desire to develop a dedicated truck way but they did not define a satisfactory method of how the trucks will get on and off of the truck way.

In response to Board Member Goodhart’s inquiry regarding the impact of the “state of emergency”, Darin Chidsey explained that basically it is a wake-up call to the federal government and, if granted, it would put the region at a higher level in terms of being able to access funds to solve some of the problems quicker.  It takes out the typical bureaucracy in order to get the area on track.  

Board Member Guidi explained that the state of emergency would affect the local communities because they are affected by the rulings—but the NAFTA protected companies are not.  He said this could destroy the distribution companies but not solve any problems and noted the best thing that ever happened were the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics—when the trucks were running at night and taking down the traffic—lowering the fumes and helping the pollution problems.  He said he could not support any type of declaration.

Board Member Jacobson expressed concern about declaring a state of emergency and the effect on companies that are here or are trying to come here.

Board Member Williams agreed that a state of emergency doesn’t make sense because taking care of the problems by improvements to infrastructure takes a long time.  He said it would be more important to get the money to reduce the pollutants rather than build the infrastructure improvements.

Board Member Parsons explained that, when you have a state of emergency, some laws are “stayed” and it might allow funding to go through on some projects in a faster manner to allow for quicker solutions.   He said the Steering Committee did not agree with state of emergency and reworded it to request that the state and federal government do their part but not requesting a state of emergency.

MOTION by Board Member Nowatka, seconded by Board Member Parsons, to approve the Resolution as submitted, with the following amendment that would include wording such as:  Whereas, the SBCCOG recognize solutions can be developed without harming the local economy” All Ayes.  So ordered. 
AQMD Board Composition Change Update 

Jacki Bacharach explained that the proposed legislation will add a board seat for “western cities”; however, staff in Sacramento as well as AQMD staff are working with us to try  to agree on the boundaries of the new  “western cities”  seat.  She said the COG had an agreement with the AQMD to try and equalize the cities which are now 3 million for the current Eastern sector and  1 million for  current Western sectors; 60 cities vs. 20. AQMD asked for COGs input  but scenarios for change indicate it may be necessary to split the Gateway Cities COG in half.  She explained that the agreement with the AQMD is that the COG will work with our cities and try to develop a consensus on the new boundaries. 
Following review and discussion of the current situation and proposed scenarios, Board Member Aldinger stated that the recommendations include:

1) Splitting it in half, which splits the Gateway COG in half; and 

2) Keeping one seat for the cities that we have now.

Jacki Bacharach explained that the people who are carrying the bill want the cities split up, thinking they can get support for the bill.  

Board Member Aldinger explained that the AQMD wants to equalize the eastern and western cities as much as possible; they don’t want the eastern sector people to come back later and request another seat because of their size; he said he is willing to go to the AQMD Board asking for follow-up legislation next year to equally balance out the seats, noting that getting into a redistricting argument now could kill the bill.

Board Member Parsons said it would be important to have another plan ready to go or it could kill the bill.

Board Member Aldinger explained that Plan A would split the Gateway COG in half; Plan B would keep everything as is; and Plan C moves the Gateway COG into either the eastern side or western side.

Claudette Moody explained that it may be desirable to have language in the bill that there is an intent to look at the split to see what is equitable in some sort of clean up language.

Board Member Parsons pointed out the importance that we agree that the County and City of Los Angeles are already represented and the scenarios that include them are not desirable.   He noted that Scenario A leaves a total of 1.3 million in the eastern seat and 3.7 million in the western seat.

Board member Seamans recommended Scenario B, which divides the seats by the coastal plain cities and inland valley cities.    
Board Member Aldinger recommended 1) intent language; 2) as we are now, with Malibu Calabasas; 3) coastal cities and valley cities.

Claudette Moody added that it may help to say that the change dividing the cities would happen after the tenure of the current seats end, which may help get the legislation passed.  

In response to Board Member Parsons recommendation that the Board authorize the Steering Committee to make the decision, should it be needed prior to the next Board meeting, it was noted that this would not be the case and a decision could be made at the next meeting.

BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Lomita Councilmember Susan Dever announced Lomita Founders Day on the last Saturday of June, celebrating the end of the Centennial year for the City of Lomita.

Gardena Councilmember Ron Ikejiri announced a fundraiser on June 9th at the Armstrong Theatre; he also thanked the COG for allowing him to represent the COG on the Metro South Bay Governance Board.

Carson Councilmember Harold Williams announced the publication of Carson’s electronic newsletter.

Hawthorne Mayor Larry Guidi announced an Italian festival at memorial park in Hawthorne, to be held June 16 am to 7 pm, including earth day and health fair and a tribute to Dean Martin.

Board Member Aldinger made a presentation to Redondo Beach Councilmember John Parsons in honor of his many years of dedicated service to the South Bay Cities Council of Governments, noting that his being termed-out of his council seat is a significant loss to the COG.  He thanked Councilmember Parsons for his many contributions to the COG on a regional basis and, on behalf of the Board, COG and Executive Director Jacki Bacharach, presented him with a gift and gift certificate.

Board Member Parsons thanked the COG for their support over the years, noting that whenever anyone asks him for advice regarding his replacement, he suggests they “think regionally”, noting that most problems don’t only affect one city and the solutions are more often than not regional.  He pointed out how the COG has come such a long way over the years, noting that he has been involved for many years through the South Bay Cities Association of Chambers of Commerce.  

AGENCY REPORTS
League of California Cities (Ann Marie Wallace)

Ann Marie reported on activities during the last month, including, but not limited to: 

· Legislative Action Days

· Proposition 42 gas tax funds – funding distribution changes that would affect streets and roads funding, pitting cities against transit (needs support from cities in the form of letters to assembly members).

· “Eminent Domain Reform Act of 2007/2008” (ACA 8); distributed packet of information which included talking points and coalition list.  She noted that it is important to discuss outside of the city council chambers; discuss informally with local HOAs, Chambers of Commerce, etc.; Contract Cities is now supporting Eminent Domain Reform Act.

· May budget revise--a synopsis was distributed which include no major changes;

· SB 303 (housing bill); has tremendous land use implications for local governments by requiring local agencies to provide a 10-year land supply; still undergoing negotiations and is slowly being improved but there is still a lot of work to do; maintain position of opposition.

· Transportation Bond Measure – need to show proof of projects that are ready to go in order to get funding.  Send information to legislators and copy to League of California Cities.

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Pam O’Connor)

Claudette Moody, representing Pam O’Connor, reported that the public hearing on a fare increase resulted in an increase, with the vote 9 to 4.  She noted that the motion was crafted by Supervisor Molina and calls for pass and base fare to increase to begin July 1st and go up every other year by approximately 20% increments.  She said staff was proposing to take care of the deficit in a two-fiscal-year method, but it did not pass.  She added that there were protections in the motions for seniors and disabled for off-time travel; a proposed gating system was discussed and will ultimately be implemented; and the “Immediate Needs” program provides tokens and taxi vouchers to the “poorest of the poor” to soften the blow of some of the increases.  

Public Comment:

Mr. Sacks commented on the MTA, noting his opposition to the construction authorities for the various metro lines, noting that he has spoken at the L.A. City Council about this matter; opposition to the Metro Green Line Extension Project; suggested advertising use of the “Fly Away” Bus from LAX to Downtown Union Station—one stop to one stop on the carpool lane.  

Claudette Moody pointed out that the concept is being implemented with the “super rapid” on Wilshire Blvd.

South Coast Air Quality Management District – Stan Miles 

Stan Miles distributed information on SB 1028 and AB 630 related to Mobile Source Fair Share Initiative.


SCAG & Committees (Darin Chidsey) 

Darin. Chidsey reminded everyone that the SCAG Regional Council Policy Committees are meeting in Lake Arrowhead; the Air Quality Summit will be held in Long Beach July 6; and invited state and federal legislators to find out about SCAG’s request for a state of emergency.

Community, Housing & Economic Development (Paul Nowatka)

Board Member Nowatka explained that region-wide, 7700 revisions were approved, with 4730 appeals reallocated among other cities that did not accept delegation.  He noted that this did not affect the SBCCOG, as they did accept delegation.

South Bay Economic Development Partnership (John Parsons/Barry Waite)

Jacki Bacharach reported that, with the departure of John Parsons, Lomita Councilman Barry Waite will take over representing the SBCCOG at  the SBEDP.
SBCCOG UPDATE AND COMMITTEE REPORTS – Jacki Bacharach 
Jacki Bacharach reported:

· The Livable Communities Working Group has been working with Bill Fulton on a guidebook for cities on how to handle density and not worsen congestion, noting that they presented the progress of the work to over 50 Planning Commissioners and staff in the various cities.  

· Mr. Fulton has been invited to speak in Hermosa Beach.   

· The Goods Movement draft final report will be ready June 14th;

· SBESC ans SBCCOG are meeting with our partners to begin  planning for the 2009-2011 energy grant; and

· There will be a meeting in Wilmington on June 4 to provide input on strategies for reducing air pollution effects on communities.

Board Member Williams inquired regarding the light bulbs distributed by the Energy Savings Center and whether they emit some kind of gas that could be harmful to our health.  Jacki explained that there is a small amount of emission and that information will be included in the e-newsletter regarding the light bulbs and how to dispose of them properly.

John Parsons reported that a meeting will be held at the El Segundo Library May 25 at 2 p.m. regarding AB 640 and  how the bill would charge the western cities 3-times what they are charged now and the eastern cities would be drastically reduced.  It was noted that Assemblyman DeLaTorre says he’s protecting the inland inner city downtrodden cities and the rich western cities don’t need it.    

UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

 MOTION by Board Member Parsons, seconded by Board Member Dever to adjourn.
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Chair Aldinger at 9:24 pm.

Submitted by:

Merna Marshall

Recording Secretary
