ITEM VI.A-1

  South Bay Cities Council of Governments Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, April 26, 2007 7:00 pm
Manhattan Beach Police & Fire Building

Chair Aldinger called the meeting of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments to order at 7:07 pm.  In attendance were the following members:

Eric Busch, El Segundo

Ron Ikejiri, Gardena

Michael Keegan, Hermosa Beach

Robert Pullen-Miles, Lawndale

Susan Dever, Lomita

Jim Aldinger, Manhattan Beach

Jim Goodhart, Palos Verdes Estates

Steve Wolowicz, Rancho Palos Verdes

John Parsons, Redondo Beach

Tom Brewer, Torrance.

Also in attendance were the following persons:

Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG

Nicki Coronado, SBCCOG

Merna Marshall, SBCCOG

Darin Chidsey, SCAG

Bev Perry, SCAG

Claudette Moody, MTA

Marilyn Lyon, SBESC Energy Center

Renee Berlin, MTA

Michael Calzada, Inglewood

Corey Jackson, Senator Barbara Boxer

Stan Myles, AQMD

Jerry Jeffe, Calif. Contract Cities Assn.

Ann Marie Wallace, League of Calif. Cities

Dee Hardison, Harbor UCLA Foundation?

Gail Anderson, Harbor UCLA Medical Center

Self-Introductions

Flag Salute-led by Dee Hardison

MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT OF CITY CLERK OF MANHATTAN BEACH ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA

Motion by Board Member Dever, seconded by Board Member Parsons, to accept and file the report of the City Clerk of Manhattan Beach objection.  So ordered.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF ANY CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – none.

Bev Perry, Manager of Member Relations at SCAG, introduced herself and offered her assistance for member cities.

Corey Jackson, Barbara Boxer’s representative, introduced himself and stated that he looks forward to working with the member cities.

CONSENT CALENDAR 

A. March Board Meeting Minutes – Approve
B. MTA Memorandums of Understanding (MOU) – Approve
a. MOU with Board member’s staff
b. MOU and scope of work for goods movements project
c. Scope of work for mixed use study project 
C. Contract with Claudette Moody for services as deputy to MTA Southwest Corridor Board Member – Approve

MOTION by Board Member Parsons, seconded by Board Member Goodhart, to approve the Consent Calendar, as submitted.  All ayes, so ordered.  

Presentation by Dr. Gail Anderson, Medical Director for Harbor UCLA Medical Center

Former Mayor of Torrance Dee Hardison introduced Dr. Gail Anderson, Medical Director for Harbor UCLA Medical Center; Assistant Dean at UCLA School of Medicine.  She noted that he served as Acting Chief Medical Director for Dept. of Health Services for L.A. County from 2000-2002, and immediately prior to that he served as an emergency physician and was the Sr. Vice President for Medical Affairs at the Grady Health System and Associate Dean at the Emory University School of Medicine in Atlanta.  He has also served as a commentator to local and national media regarding disasters and other medical emergencies.

Dr. Anderson thanked the COG for their support in the past of Proposition B, which saved Harbor-UCLA Medical Center from closing.  He reviewed the history of Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, which through their affiliation with UCLA and development of a research program has attracted very talented physicians throughout the country and continues to be a magnet for medical students, where a significant number of surgeons are trained in their specialty and where cutting-edge bio-med research is provided.  He explained that the hospital is one of four level-one trauma centers in the county, which conducts teaching and research in trauma care and immediate heart surgery capability and re-plantation (in addition to everything the level-two trauma centers perform), and with a budget of over $400 million, they are one of the most coveted hospitals for residence training for doctors.  He reviewed the various research programs conducted at the hospital, including but not limited to development of the modern cholesterol test, invention of the test now given to virtually all newborns in the United States to identify thyroid deficiencies, testing to treat premature infants with underdeveloped lungs, and studies to detect coronary programs before symptoms occur.

In response to questions regarding the draw from Harbor-UCLA when King Drew was taken over, Dr. Anderson assured the COG that they are concerned with the health of the South Bay and have developed the MetroCare Oversight Group, with the main goal of keeping the hospitals separate from each other so they don’t jeopardize each other during the inspection process.  He said they meet regularly with King-Drew staff (noting that the two staffs have not been merged but rather King Drew has been changed from a teaching institution to a smaller size more like a community hospital, which should help them get back on their feet and perhaps return in size next winter) and the idea is to distribute the load while keeping a functional hospital in the community, as well as communicating to both communities that they will be served.

In response to an inquiry regarding the trend of uninsured patients, Dr. Anderson stated that they are at about 50% uninsured, with 30-35% Medicaid and some Medicare, with low users with private insurance.  

Dee Hardison reported that in 2002 she became involved with Harbor-UCLA Hospital, health care and lack of insurance, and formed the Alliance (PR for the hospital), which is currently looking for sources of funding to expand their model to include King Drew.  She said her interest has expanded to include the high cost of health care (with costs going up every year) and she reviewed three state bills that are currently under consideration to impact medical insurance and coverage.  She distributed information regarding these bills to members of the COG and noted the sense is that, at some point, the state will have to do something that will affect those retirees who already have insurance.  

REPORTS FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
Legislative Committee Report 
Legislative Action Recommendations 
Jacki Bacharach reviewed the various bills to consider, including but not limited to:

· AB 640.  Ms. Bacharach noted that there was no bill at the time it was first discussed but the concept of a two rate structure was opposed.  Now that it is in bill form  the Legislative Committee recommends opposition to AB640.  Michael Calzada, Executive Assistant to the City Administrator of the City of Inglewood, reported on the significant amount of opposition to this bill, which is self-serving and divisive and would severely and negatively affect the West Basin.  He said negotiations have been one-sided and Inglewood is thinking about approaching the West Basin Water Association to lead the opposition, which may mean litigation.  He said they are looking at other members of the COG to assist in this effort.  Jerry Jeffe, California Contract Cities, stated that a chart is available that shows how much each city would have to pay (or save) and reported that Contract Cities went neutral on the bill because the effect was split among its members.  

· AB 1407 (Redondo Beach) seems to be going well through the Assembly and the Committee is recommending support (the bill allows the harbor patrol officers to have, among other things, the power to arrest).

· SB 886(Negrete-McLeod) is supposed to have the COG’s wording incorporated into it and, if it does, the Committee recommends the COG support it.  It should be amended next week and the recommendation is to  only recommend approval if and when the bill is amended.

MOTION by Board Member Parsons, seconded by Board Member Keegan to concur with recommendations.  No objection.  So ordered.


Chair Aldinger encouraged cities  to write their own letters in support/opposition based on the COG’s recommendation.

AQMD Board Composition Change Update 

Jacki Bacharach reported that the AQMD apparently has agreed to support the COG’s position, but as of today the amendments to SB 886 have not been written.  Chair Aldinger stated that while being made part of the Negrete-McLeod bill was not the COG’s first choice, it will give the COG a seat on the AQMD and may be the only way that will happen, which is a good thing.

RHNA Resolution Approving Delegation 
Jacki Bacharach reported that the COG has already accepted delegation of the regional housing needs allocation process and signed a contract, but the SCAG attorney asked that the COG adopt a resolution of acceptance.  She said that this means that the COG will be handling any appeals or revisions that come up, and currently there is only one revision request for 37 units in Rancho Palos Verdes.  She said the recommendation is to designate the officers (Jim Aldinger and Paul Nowatka) and the immediate past chair (Susan Dever)  as the Hearing Board at 2:30 p.m. on May 14th; noted that all cities will be invited and planning directors will be asked to comment.  At 3:30 p.m. the Steering Committee will meet and accept the hearing board’s decision, which will be sent to SCAG.  She noted that, at the May 24th meeting, the COG will approve everyone’s RHNA numbers.  This process was approved without objection.
MOTION by Board Member Parsons seconded by Board Member Dever to approve Resolution No. 2007-1:  

A RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTH BAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS IN SUPPORT OF ACCEPTING DELEGATION CONCERNING HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT FOR THE SOUTH BAY CITIES SUBREGION.    No objection.  So ordered.

Energy Savings Center
Marilyn Lyon, Program Manager, distributed a Summary of Goals for 2006-08 and reported on the numerous events conducted over the past month to educate the communities about energy savings.  She reported that the workshops are being conducted in a way that they can be funneled right into the Edison and Gas Company programs, which gets everyone saving water, energy and money from the start.  She said a recent multi-family building owners workshop/expo was extremely successful, with feedback from attendees commenting that they found everything they needed in one place.  She said the next focus would be gyms, YMCA and hotels—businesses that use everything and are a great center for saving energy once they become educated.  

Ms. Lyon reviewed the status report on the Energy Efficient Lighting Retrofit Services, funding sources and noted that SBCCOG/SBESC staff are discussing the continuance of a contract with West Basin Water District.

Jacki Bacharach reported: 

· West Basin Municipal Water District won a Flex Your Power award due to their partnership with the COG; 

· the Vendor miser is manufactured by USA technologies and the COG was recently mentioned in an article in a trade journal which discussed our program;

· SBESC is working with Dave Munk from Living Wise to publicize our programs   in the school community  
L.A. COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

Claudette Moody reported that Pam O’Connor is not present because she is speaking at Santa Monica College regarding fare changes.  The next MTA Board agenda will contain two major items, including the Crenshaw-Prairie Environmental Clearance work and fare hearings, and the committee meetings have all been canceled to make time for the May 24th fare hearing.  She noted that staff is recommending that the base fare would remain the same until 2009, at which time it would go up to $2.00; the changes will impact the pass programs, with the elimination of some and increase in monthly passes up to $120, which could affect subsidies provided by cities with Prop A funding.  She concluded by noting that Pam O’Connor is scheduled to become chair of the Board in July and plans to focus on energy and how the metro can become more “green”.

WORK PROGRAM AND PRIORITIES FOR 2007-08
Jacki Bacharach reviewed the priorities and programs for the next year.

· Energy Efficiency Programs

· Water Conservation Program

· Energy Policy Outreach

· Goods Movement

· Mixed Use Centers/Livable Communities

· Transportation

· Data Collection & Report Review

· Legislative Activities

· Homeland Security

· Joint Projects

· Web Site

· Support City Staff Networking & Info Sharing

Possible New Projects include:

· Climate Change Initiative:  help cities adopt and implement cool cities initiatives such as the US Mayors’ Agreement; Broaden work of energy Savings Center to include recycling;

· Staff Working Group(s) on Technology

· Special Tours and Events

· Training Programs & Workshops (Planners & Economic Development Directors need to work together)

· Special Tours & Events

The Board members made several suggestions, including but not limited to:

· security on campuses; 

· technology;

· Metro Local Sector – what would they like us to work for?  Long-range coordination with these and individual agencies (Torrance, Gardena, etc.); 

· Cities/Counties & Schools Partnership (League in Sacramento); what they do is act as a catalyst for those agencies working together for cost savings and bringing ideas together; 

· Pursue federal funding for transportation; 

· recycling of food waste—would have a better chance as a regional program.

· regulatory enforcement linking existing policies; staff could get word out to the business owners and people on the streets so they could get things implemented.  Making sure staff is involved in some manner.  Economic Development and Planners could look at the Harbor project and look at mixed-use projects along that area.  Look at $1.6 million to see if there is anything that can be done that would have an immediate impact.

· Possibly applying for a Helen Putnam Award.

Ideas for the next General Assembly were also solicited with the following possible topics listed:
· Water Issues

· Senior Issues

· Natural Resources/Environment/Utilities  

· Global Warming/Climate Change

· Goods Movement and Community Impacts

· Air Quality in the South Bay

· Escalating Gas prices and their impact on the South Bay

· Changing Demographics – Who are We Planning for and What Does That Mean?

· Marketing Cities – Image Building?

· Parks & Recreation in the South Bay?  
Board members were asked to send any thoughts or suggestions on the work program to Jacki to share with the Steering Committee.
Board Member Announcements -- none

League of California Cities
Ann Marie Wallace reviewed the agenda for the Annual Legislative Action Days, Wednesday, May 16th, which will include discussion on Infrastructure, Climate Change, Land Use, State Budget Impacts; Children’s and Healthy Communities Programs.  She noted that SB 303 (Ducheney) regarding upfront zoning, passed out of committee with significant amendments.

AQMD 
Ron Ketcham reported that the Air Quality Management Plan hearings have been rescheduled to June 1st, which means the 30,000 notices that went out with the May date are obsolete.  He said SB886 would be considered next week; noted that there is an opportunity for funding for Heavy Duty Truck Replacement, which has been around for 9 months and provides up to $150,000 per vehicle, and he recommended cities take advantage of this funding; he further noted that the 2766 funds are still available for transportation projects and cities are urged to contact staff regarding funding.  He concluded by reporting that Governor Schwarznegger will be the speaker at the asthma conference at Disneyland on April 27, 2007. 

ACAQMD Local Government and Business Advisory (Eric Busch)

Board Member Busch reported on several items of interest, including AB 32 and Permit Fees, which will potentially require permit recipients to pay defense attorneys fees if the District is sued for issuing the permit.

SCAG & Committees
Darrin Chidsey announced a “Bond Implementation Workshop” on Thursday, May 3rd, to inform people how bonds will be implemented and accessed; followed by the General Assembly.

South Bay Economic Development Partnership
Board Member Parsons reported that the SBACC approved a contract for legislative advocacy and will be fine-tuning their website.  This is another organization we can partner with on legislative issues of mutual interest.   He noted that the COG’s seat on the SBACC will need to be filled after he leaves office in May.

Homeland Security Task Force
Jacki Bacharach reported on the meeting, noting that the speaker was the first responder on site after the Santa Monica Farmers’ Market accident.  She said some of the problems they had included radio frequency problems, police vehicles getting blocked in, staging area for witnesses, use of helicopters to remove the injured.  She said the sharing of response experiences can be of significant benefit to cities.

MOTION by Board Member Parsons, seconded by Board Member Dever to adjourn.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Chair Aldinger at 9:24 pm.

Submitted by:

Merna Marshall

Recording Secretary

