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South Bay Cit ies Council of Governments    

Thursday, March 24, 2005 
Katy Geissert Civic Center Library Ð Torrance California 

 
Vice Chair Susan Dever called the meeting of the South Bay Cit ies Council of Governments to 
order at 7:08 p.m.  In attendance were the following members: 
 
Harold C. Williams, Carson John Gaines, El Segundo  
Robert Pullen Miles, Lawndale Susan Dever, Lomita 
Ken Blackwood, Lomita Jim Aldinger, Manhattan Beach  
Dwight Abbott, Palos Verdes Estates Steve Wolowicz, Rancho Palos Verdes 
John Parsons, Redondo Beach Don Szerlip, Redondo Beach  
Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates Hope Witkowsky, Torrance 
 
Also in attendance were the following persons: 
Merna Marshall, SBCCOG    Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Exec. Director 
Ann Marie Wallace, League of California Cities Renee Berlin, MTA 
David Madson, AQMD Sandy Jacobs, SBCCOG CaLeep Project 
Rob Simpson, Assy. Betty KarnetteÕs Office Pam OÕConnor, MTA Board Member 
Diane Cameron, SBCCOG 
 
Flag Salute - led by Vice Chair Susan Dever 
 
Motion to accept and f ile report of City Clerk of Torrance on Posting of the Agenda 
 
MOTION by Board Member Gaines, seconded by Board Member Aldinger, to accept the posting of the 
meeting in the City of Torrance.  No objection.  So ordered. 
 
Self-Introductions 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF ANY CHANGES TO THE AGENDA Ð none  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC Ð none  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
MOTION by Board Member Parsons, seconded by Board Member Abbott, to approve the Consent Calendar as 

submitted.  All Ayes.  So ordered. 
  

A. January 2005 Board Meeting Minutes– Approve 
 
B. Human Resources Project Ð Additional Assessment 

 
Board Member Abbott commented that the City of Palos Verdes Estates staff noted that it is 
important to ensure that the data received is credible and up-to-date data.  He said they would 
like to see more city MOUs (actual documents), noting that it would be credible, useful and 
inexpensive for all cities to put their MOUs online,  
 
Jacki Bacharach noted that the COG currently sends out emails to ask if cities would like to put 
their MOUs on a portion of the COG website that is accessible by Cities only.  She said she 
would communicate this same suggestion to the consortium. 
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REPORTS 
 
General Assembly De-briefing 
Jacki Bacharach reviewed the final budget report for the General Assembly and the evaluations 
received.   
 
Comments from the Board members in attendance at the GA (and present at tonightÕs meeting) 
included: 
 
 Dwight Abbott PVE):  he was impressed by the entire event; the venue was good, in an area by itself 
and accommodating to participants; well planned and well attended; and it more than met his 
expectation of what he thought he would see. 
 
John Parsons (RB): he had already heard the information presented so he wasnÕt sure how others felt, 
although the people that he talked to who had not heard the information before had positive comments. 
 
Steve Wolowicz (RPV): attended with some great hopes and built in skepticism; found that he took 
notes and made proposals to which city staff has decided to follow up on.  He recognized the need to 
have a better note taker than himself to transfer that information; suggested the panel information be 
disseminated after the event to provide credibility and the ability to distribute to others. 
 
Hope Witkowsky (Torr.): felt that the exhibitors were too crowded; the meeting was long.  She felt they 
were losing the audience when they went around the room and introducing the person at the booth and 
had them say a few words.  There were two things going and maybe it was too much.  The food was 
great; the camaraderie of everyone was good; appreciated the work; she brought a lot of things back to 
her city manager. 
 
Jacki Bacharach reported from staffÕs perspective.  She said they had excellent attendance, but there 
was concern was that it didnÕt include a lot of city peopleÑ there were commissioners, vendors and 
community people but not enough elected or managers who could come back to cities and share the 
topics.  She said the desire is to provide topics that would draw the council and managersÑ the direct 
people with whom they work.  The enthusiasm was greatÑ 20 evaluation sheets received; a CD was 
provided for everyone and was a good way of getting the word outÑ  feedback on the CD was 
requested.  The program was a huge topic and they had a hard time getting city displays.  She 
emphasized one main purpose for the General Assembly is for cities to share information about what 
they are doing on the topic.  The COG realizes that city staffs are busy and pressed for time and, this 
time, the COG staff felt they were imposing and they donÕt want to be in that position.  Finally, the venue 
was good but expensive, but since they collected more money this year the cost was accommodated. 
 
Jacki Bacharach said they are hoping to get topics for next year that can engage city staff and 
councilsÑ touch an area they are working on. 
 
In response to Board Member WolowiczÕs inquiry regarding how the topic for the General Assembly is 
determined, Jacki Bacharach explained that they discuss it with the city managers and provide a list 
topics to the Steering Committee, which then recommends some topics be presented to the Board 
meeting for a final decision on topic. 
 
David Madsen, AQMD, a sponsor and the AQMD representative, noted that he found the opportunity to 
meet with elected officials and staff very beneficial to continue open communication.  He suggested 
having a General Assembly with an opening session and then break into workshops.  He pointed out 
that for the past 12 months the major concern has been transportation issuesÑ congestion, routing of 
goods and productsÑ and suggested that because this is still an Òup in the airÓ issue it could be a good 
subject for a General Assembly. 
 
Legislative Committee Report 
 
Longer Combination Vehicles  
Jacki Bacharach explained that the Legislative Committee normally meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month; however, in March and April they will be meeting on the 4th Tuesday of the month, thus the 
information cannot be included in the packet. 
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Board Member Mitchell explained that Longer Combination Vehicles are currently not allowed in 
California; a lot of the goods movement in the region has to do with a proposed dedicated toll truck way 
on the 710; the dedicated truck road would go out to Riverside and beyond and SCAGÕs concept would 
allow triple-trailer trucks on the toll road.  The question is: what happens if they leave the dedicated 
truck way and use the local streets and roads.  Some proposals include staging areas or taking them to 
the Nevada Border. 
 
Jacki Bacharach explained that she brought this to the Legislative Committee because it appears that 
the issues are being discussed without being explicit on the use of LCVs.  She said the Highway Patrol 
said the trucks cannot always stay in the right lane and thereÕs a critical problem with windÑ they 
whipsaw and sway.  CALTRANS conducted a study whereby they experienced they had the same 
results.  She noted that the Legislative CommitteeÕs recommendation is to OPPOSE the introduction of 
LCVs into our region without an acceptable plan for them to stay on dedicated roadways only. 
 
In response to Board Member WitkowskyÕs question whether it has been considered to give the trucks 
two lanes so they have room to turn and sway, Jacki Bacharach responded that there isnÕt enough room 
to dedicate two lanes for trucks on the existing freeway. 
 
Board Member Wolowicz expressed disappointment in the lack of use of the Alameda Corridor to its 
fullest application and that he hasnÕt seen any relief on the 710 freeway.  He suggested using incentives 
to encourage useÑ make it inviting for industry to utilize the Alameda Corridor to take pressure off of the 
710.  He also criticized the deterioration of the 710Ñ noting that it is more unsafe every year.   
 
Board Member Gaines said that 13 million containers per year come into the port and must be facilitated 
out of the portÑ and itÕs not going to get any better. 
  
Board Member Mitchell stated that she has heard conflicting reports about the success of the Alameda 
Corridor, including denials that the Corridor is under-utilized because it was built to accommodate the 
growth in traffic.  She pointed out the problem that once the goods reach the termination point in 
downtown L.A., there is no good route from there to the Inland Empire without severe traffic disruption in 
those communities. 
 
Board Member Aldinger said that until the railheads are at the port where they can unload directly onto 
the ships, it will not be economically feasible.  He said incentives are a must because trucks are 
cheaper and easierÑ except for the fact that they take a toll on the roads. 
 
Board Member Parsons noted that itÕs not just moving the goods out of the port, and pointed out that the 
original solution included truck lanes and railroad, but it ended up only being railroad.  He reminded 
everyone that the Alameda Corridor is the biggest improvement in quality of life for those South Bay 
cities (Torrance, Lawndale, Redondo Beach) that previously dealt with 25-30 trains a day. 
 
Board Member Williams commented that the train/rail part took so long to develop that the cargo people 
didnÕt want to wait until the infrastructure grew, so they used trucks; then the domestic traffic picked up.  
So, the original concept of the Alameda Corridor did not take into account the growth of truck use and 
therefore, it didnÕt have the planned congestion relief for the 710 that was expected.  He noted that the 
situation is going to get even worse because it takes so many years for infrastructure projects to do their 
job and then they immediately become obsolete.  If this is a regional issueÑ and these goods have 
national significance, why donÕt we share the burden with other ports (Oakland, Port Hueneme, 
Seattle)?  He added that the 710 will never be what it is supposed to be on paper. 
 
Board Member Szerlip asked what it takes for the multi-trailer trucks to get on the freeway and where 
they will go when they get off, noting the importance of their getting on and off at a control yard and not 
go on city streets.   
 
Board Member Abbott pointed out that if these multiple trailer vehicles require dedicated roadways and 
dedicated yards, then what we will have is train on rubber tires instead of rail.   
 
Board Member Aldinger said if the federally regulated environmental safeguards are provided on the 
larger trucks, he doesnÕt have a problem with them.  
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Board Member Mitchell pointed out that the reason the legislative committee made the recommendation 
is they want to encourage rail traffic rather than truck traffic. 
 
Motion by Board Member Gaines that the SBCCOG oppose anything that increases truck traffic on the 
710 without a clear plan to address dealing with it from an air pollution position; opposing LCVs 
completely until these issues are dealt with.  Motion died for lack of second. 
 
Board Member Wolowicz stated that he believes there needs to be a coordinated strategy.  He said 
there are several Issues, including: 1) if there is to be a dedicated roadway, it needs to be studied 
effectively; 2) there needs to be an effort to implement and improve the use of the Alameda Corridor 
and made part of the plan; 3) someone needs to address the sharing of the Pacific Coast ports of entry 
issue; 4) night time use of ports needs to be addressed; and 5) control of pollutants.  He stressed the 
importance that all of these items be included, noting that if we deal with one item we may be creating 
another problem somewhere else. 
 
Board Member Mitchell said there is a committee of three COGs (SBCCOG, Gateway COG & 
SGVCOG) that is working on the broader issue and pointed out that what is before the Board right now 
is the issue of LCVs and whether or not we want to support them. 
 
MOTION by Board Member Wolowicz that the SBCCOG Board oppose the introduction of LCVs into 
our region without an acceptable coordinated plan.  The motion was seconded by Board member 
Witkowsky and passed by a vote of 6 Ayes and 4 Nays.   
 
Jacki Bacharach reported that there will be a meeting on March 30th with the El Segundo Employers 
Association and a USDOT inter-modal office representative regarding goods movement in the South 
Bay.  She noted that the other part of this equation is to find out what business concerns are.  She also 
noted that while the Alameda Corridor has taken traffic off of our local streets and improved train speeds 
from 10-15 mph to 45-50 mph, making rail much more attractive.  The growth of the region is not just 
growth in goods, itÕs also growth in people, and the use of rail for moving people is causing a rail 
congestion problem in the San Gabriel Valley and the Alameda Corridor East project is meant to ease 
that problem.  She added that while the ports are building on-dock rail, there are few locations and it is 
not being done rapidlyÑ it will take many years to happenÑ and the way we now buy and manufacture 
and buy is different than it was previously. 
 
Jacki Bacharach explained that the City of Lomita took a position to cap the growth of the Port and it is 
clear that the region doesnÕt understand we are facing the beginning of the LAX problem at the ports.  
She said currently no one sees any reason to change this and in actuality there are bills being proposed 
to raid the transportation money even more. So talk about building projects is optimistic since thereÕs no 
money - the projects currently planned to be built were proposed 10 years ago and they wonÕt be funded 
for 15 years forward. 
 
Recommendations on legislation 

 
Legislative Priorities Update 
Judy Mitchell reviewed the bills on which the COG has already taken a position, as outlined in the staff 
report presented at the meeting. 
 
Sandra Lloyd Jones, from Assemblyman GordonÕs office, explained that AB 208 (Gordon) would 
change the education code to give preference to a sibling or child of military personnel for an inter-
district transfer.  Further details will be provided on which districts this will apply to. 
 
Judy Mitchell explained the provisions of SB 274, Incompatible Offices: Elected and appointed 
positions, which was included on the matrix of Legislation to Consider which was brought before the 
Board.   
 
Board Member Pullen-Miles, Lawndale, expressed opposition to the recommended action, and pointed 
out that most of these provisions are already in the conflict of interest code. 
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MOTION by Board Member Aldinger, seconded by Board Member Abbott, to accept recommendations 
except on SB 274, which is to ÒopposeÓ only.  All Ayes.  So ordered. 
 
AQMD Board Composition Change 
Jacki Bacharach reported that Claudette Moody has already been to several different places talking to 
the AQMD, West Side COG, League of Cities, and others, and has found that people are very 
interested in this, except for the representative of the East Side, who is happy with the current Board 
composition.  She noted that in the Las Virgenes/ Malibu COG (5 cities), is split between the two sectors 
and therefore they are anxious to get the law changed.  They voted to contribute $1200 for the effort.   
 
Jacki Bacharach explained that the recommended action is to increase the authorized amount by $300 
in addition to the $2400, for a total of $2,700 from the SBCCOG to cover start-up costs.  
 
Board Member Witkowsky expressed concern that Jan Perry promised to report back to the COG and, 
so far, she has not followed through with her promise.  She said it is important to have representation 
and change the AQMD Board composition so we could have a seat at the table. 
 
Jacki Bacharach reminded everyone that any changes that might take place would not happen this 
year, noting that the legislators have indicated the need to develop consensus prior to carrying the 
legislation.  She said there are a lot of ÒplayersÓ that need to adjust to a new scheme and it will take 
time.  She explained the composition of the AQMD and that the issue is how to change the composition 
so that Los AngelesÕ seat is fairly represented without making the other jurisdictions feel like theyÕve lost 
authority and representation. 
 
MOTION by Board Member Witkowsky, seconded by Board Member Aldinger to fund the services of 
Claudette Moody for the research that she performed in advance of the engagement for an additional 
total of $300, bringing the SBCCOGÕs total contribution to date to $2700 and to direct staff to follow-up 
with the Las Virgenes-Malibu COG on its agreement to fund an additional month of Ms. MoodyÕs 
services, which would extend our funded agreement with Ms. Moody to April 30. 

 
Area Code 
Jacki Bacharach explained that T-Mobile has requested a Òtriggered overlayÓ that would allow an 
overlay if there were a certain number of numbers left; this would mean that everyone would do 10-digit 
dialing and new numbers would get a 424 area code throughout the entire 310 area code.  The 
response is addressed in AB 1380 (Mike GordonÕs legislation), which asks for inventory control and 
management to prevent the telecom companies from raiding those numbers and creating a crisis.  Mike 
Gordon is going to ask other area code elected officials to join our effort because they will be affected 
soon.  She said they will be preparing a response to the petition that says a triggered overlay split 
doesnÕt control the number allocation. 
 
John Parsons said it is important to include an audit. 
 
BRAC 
John Parsons reported that the process is moving ahead;  the Commission has been named of mostly 
former military or Pentagon people, with two from California; weÕre fighting the fight and engaging 
everyone we think may have any influence, but we wonÕt know whether we are on the list until it comes 
out on May 16th .  He noted that it is still a struggle to raise the needed money so anyone who hasnÕt 
donated is encouraged to do so.   
 
CaLeep Energy Project 
Jacki Bacharach reported that the Energy Center is surpassing most of the partnership centers, 
exceeding our goals and spending money on more activities than others.  Currently weÕre doing 
trainings for residents, city staff, mobile home parks, and small businesses.  Because of their success, 
Navigant Consulting who has a grant from the PUC to do something called the California Local Energy 
Efficiency Program approached the SBCCOG to be part of that program. 
 
Sandy Jacobs reviewed the background of the CaLeep Program, explaining that cities will be asked to 
participate in a facilities audit with consultants who will create a facilities benchmark of usage and 
practices for the region.  They will look for opportunities to join together projects and look for funding for 
cities to make the improvements. Cities benefit by getting technical resources to assist in monitoring 
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and auditing their facilities and energy use and being positioned for better funding opportunities.  
ThereÕs no cost except for some staff timeÑ but the return is greater than the time required.  The city will 
also receive a report on current energy performance and detailed recommendations for improvement.  
ThereÕs no obligaton to implement but funding options will be sought. 
 
Cities need to give the CaLeep SBCCOG consulting staff authorization to get consumption use from 
Edison and the Gas Company, as well as perform a facilities audit.  Two cities are already participating: 
RPV and Gardena, and any other city that is interested should provide information as soon as possible 
because the project timeline includes audits beginning next week.  Also, the consulting staff will not get to 
every city in this round.   
 
Jacki Bacharach said she would send an e-mail to the city managers asking for authorization to get 
facility use information.  She reiterated that the consultants will not be able to do all 15 cities, so those 
that are interested should apply quickly.  One reason it is going so fast is because Edison has applied to 
the PUC for $57 million for summer programs for the State of California; they are ready to give us more 
money for the summer program initiative.  She noted that the purpose of the $57 million is that the best 
insurance against overuse of energy is not using it at allÑ energy efficiency and conservation is now a 
source of energy for Edison.  The summer program will include additional incentives on refrigerators, 
pool pumps, room air conditioners; small businesses will get their lighting changed; point of purchase, 
not a rebate.  They are also going to give money for city facilities if implemented by August 31st. 
 
Sandy Jacobs emphasized the need to have paperwork returned ASAP. 
 
MOTION by John Parsons, seconded by Jim Aldinger, to approve committee recommendation for a 
contract amendment with Jacki Bacharach and Associates for an amount not to exceed $17,500 for 
program coordination services for the South Cities California Local Energy Efficiency Program.  All 
Ayes.  So ordered. 
 
AGENCY REPORTS 
 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Pam OÕConnor) 
Pam OÕConnor said she represents the South Bay on the SCAG Regional Council. 
 
Pam reviewed activities of the Board, including: 
 

¥ City of El Segundo funding plan for the Douglas Street Gap Closure project which includes an 
additional $500,000 in federal, state or local funds and a line of credit up to $3 million  

¥ Surface Transportation Program (STPL) and Regional Transportation Improvement Program 
(RTIP) workshops to be held 

¥ 2005 Long Range Transportation Plan Update to the 2001 Long Range Transportation Plan 
 
Jacki Bacharach explained that the MTA budget is proposing to remove the community relations 
representative from the sectors; she called the sector people and found that when sectors were created 
they were meant to bring the service closer to the community but now the proposal is to remove the PR 
person from the sector.  She presented a letter to be sent to the MTA for SBCCOG approval. 
 
Pam OÕConnor commented that this sounded penny-wise and pound foolish, emphasizing that the PR 
person provides great outreach and communication, and that she didnÕt know that these positions were 
in jeopardy  
 
There being no objection, it was so ordered to send the letter.  

 
Board Member Parsons asked a question regarding the status of federal transportation legislation and 
Pam OÕConnor said she would provide updates, if interested.  Projects of national significance: sheÕs 
going after goods movement under this umbrella. 
 
Board member Gaines expressed appreciation to Pam OÕConnor for her support, on behalf of the City of 
El Segundo. 
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League of California Cities 
Ann Marie Wallace distributed the legislative action report, noting that May 11-12 is the annual Legislative 
Action Days in Sacramento which would provide an opportunity to coordinate with some of the other 
COGs that have joint concerns about the 310 area code and the AQMD seat.  She distributed a list of 
state legislators and their committee assignments; noted that the CDBG funding cuts have been re-
appropriated by Congress and asked anyone who hasnÕt passed a resolution to still pass the resolution 
because the President could veto the bill and send it back. 
 
Board Member Parsons said the SBACC will be going to Sacramento following the Legislative days and it 
would be helpful to coordinate efforts with them. 
 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (David Madsen) 
David Madsen reported on: 
 
¥ 2005 electric lawn mower exchange; pre-registration is required; 
¥ an agreement has been reached with BP regarding the Carson refinery emission controls; 
¥ a letter will be sent to cities asking for individual city support for 3 bills re AQMD to mitigate toxic 

emissions from mobile sources; and 
¥ Jan Perry supports the COGÕs position to change the composition of the AQMD Board. 
 
Transportation and Communication (Don Szerlip, Jim Aldinger) 
Board Member Szerlip reported that there was great concern that the region will not meet the goals of the 
RTP; within 2 years of which the RTP must be updated but it may need to be amended or the schedule 
accelerated. Therefore, staff was authorized to set an agenda so that they could deal with an accelerated 
schedule.  They also approved the Southern California ITS architecture; heard reports on the stakeholdersÕ 
conference on goods movements and discussed the position by SCAG and measures to reduce truck traffic 
in the San Pedro ports; on-dock rail connections were stressed. 
 
Regional Council (Paul Nowatka, Jim Aldinger, Judy Dunlap) 
Board Member Aldinger reported that the Regional Council General Assembly will be held in May. 
 
Linda Jones from SCAG said the Regional Comprehensive Plan will be brought to the COG for report. 

 
SBCCOG COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Aviation Issues Committee 
John Parsons reported on the meeting earlier in the evening.   
 
Homeland Security Task Force 
Board Member Gaines stated that the last meeting speaker was Erroll Southers who briefed the group 
on the ongoing activities of the GovernorÕs office.  Turnout was disappointing but they will keep up the 
policy of bringing in people who have positions of importance in the homeland security arena.  He said 
grant dollars will be made available for issues such as intelligence sharing and early warning; funding is 
needed for ports and harbors and there are still homeland security projects that are not what they need 
to be. 
 
Board Member Witkowsky noted that the policy committee for the League of California Cities for 
Homeland Security Public Security, of which she is a member, is working hard on inter-operability.  She 
said one major problem was the inability for fire departments to communicate with police departments 
and noted they are seeking funding for cities to have larger trunk capacity and higher megahertz to 
allow cities to communicate with each other. They are also concerned about how to use citizen corp. in 
neighborhoods when thereÕs an emergency and first responders (professional) are not available 
because of a bigger emergency. 
 
Jacki Bacharach reminded everyone about the Crisis Management Training on April 27th. 
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Technology Committee (Susan Dever) 
Board Member Dever said the Committee is looking at Fiber to the Premises and this is a complicated 
issue; they will be meeting with SBC regarding their technology plans of the future and report back in 
May. 
 
Board Member Wolowicz explained the Supreme Court decision this week ruled in favor of the City of 
Rancho Palos Verdes re: their ham radio/fees case. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Crisis management: what to say to the media during a crisis.  April 27. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,      
 
 
Merna Marshall 
Secretary 


