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South Bay Cities Council of Governments  

Thursday, October 28, 2004
Katy Geissert Civic Center Library – Torrance California

 
Chair Susan Seamans called the meeting of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments to order at 7:02 p.m.  In
attendance were the following members:
 
Kelly McDowell, El Segundo                                                John Gaines, El Segundo      
Ginny Lambert, Hawthorne                                                  Michael Keegan, Hermosa Beach      
Robert Pullen-Miles, Lawndale                                             Susan Dever, Lomita
Mark Waronek, Lomita                                                        Jim Aldinger, Manhattan Beach         
Dwight Abbott, Palos Verdes Estates                                   John Parsons, Redondo Beach          
Don Szerlip, Redondo Beach                                               Susan Seamans, Rolling Hills Estates           
Hope Witkowsky, Torrance                                                  Paul Nowatka, Torrance
 
Also in attendance were the following persons:
Merna Marshall, SBCCOG                                                  Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Exec. Director
Ann Marie Wallace, League of California Cities                      Renee Berlin, MTA
Christian Valtierra, MTA                                                      David Madsen, AQMD           
Linda Jones, SCAG                                                            Sam Olivito, Calif. Contract Cities Ass’n
 
Flag Salute - led by Susan Seamans
 
Motion to accept and file report of City Clerk of Torrance on Posting of the Agenda
 
MOTION by Board Member Witkowsky, seconded by Board Member Parsons, to accept the posting of the meeting in the City of
Torrance.  No objection.  So ordered.
 
Self-Introductions
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF ANY CHANGES TO THE AGENDA -- none
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
 
Robert Ackerman, representing Alliance for a Regional Solution to Airport Congestion, addressed the SBCCOG Board regarding
the LAX Expansion Plan, explained that a government body would be required to file an appeal in order to get the process in
motion and asked if  one of the cities in the COG would step forward by appealing the Los Angeles City Council decision which
will help delay the master plan and force the City to reconsider the master plan.  The appeal would go to the County Airport
Land Use Commission, which will reconvene and hold another hearing; if they uphold their previous decision, then it will go
back to the city council, which will need a 4/5 vote to override it.
 
Board Member McDowell, El Segundo, explained that the agency making the appeal has to be one that is “affected” by the
action and it is uncertain who is in that position.
 
CONSENT CALENDAR
 
MOTION by Board Member Witkowsky, seconded by Board Member Abbott, to approve Item A of the Consent Calendar as submitted,

with Item B pulled for discussion prior to voting.  All Ayes.  So ordered.
 
A.     September Board Meeting Minutes – Approve
 
B.    Report on Actions Taken by Steering Committee per Delegated Authority – pulled for discussion
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION:
 
C.    Report on Actions Taken by Steering Committee per Delegated Authority – pulled for discussion

 
Jacki Bacharach explained that the attachment to the memo was inadvertently left out of the packet.  She reviewed the
SCAG evaluation sheet of Solimar Research Group and answered questions.
 
MOTION by Board Member Witkowsky, seconded by Board Member Abbott, to approve the recommended action.  No
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objection.  So ordered.
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION PRIOR TO ACTION

 
Re-Activation of Technology Committee

 
Jacki Bacharach explained that the Staff GIS Working Group has been handling this work, but noted that she has been getting a
lot of inquiries about possible technology projects that need to be reviewed by a group of Board members prior to coming to the
full Board.  She reviewed the list of reasons why the committee would be valuable (included in memo distributed to Board).  The
options are to form a Committee, which is required to have four elected officials, or to have a Working Group, which would not
have that requirement.  It was suggested to have a Policy Group because there should be policy direction prior to coming to the
SBCCOG Board.
 
Board Chair Seamans said there is so much complicated information  with diverse perspectives  about the new technologies that
it is important to have knowledgeable people  vetting them before coming to the Board.    Board Members Keegan, Dever and
Parsons responded to her request for volunteers to serve on committee.
 
Board Member Parsons said the committee will only be successful if city staff participates and he recommended the committee
have an active chair.  Board Member Dever said she recommends that the committee members be savvy in technology in order
to provide a simple explanation for the larger group that is not knowledgeable. 
 
Jacki Bacharach pointed out that any elected officials can participate, not only members of the SBCCOG.  She said notice could
be sent to everyone and then as the committee is formed the agenda will only be sent to everyone.  Board Member Keegan
volunteered to chair the committee.
 
MOTION by Board Member Parsons, seconded by Board Member Lambert, to establish the Technology Committee.  All Ayes; so
ordered.
 
Ann Marie Wallace explained that Larry Clark served on a League Technology Committee and she suggested that he be asked
to serve on the committee.
 
California Local Energy Efficiency Program Grant

 
Ms. Bacharach reviewed the status of the South Bay Energy Savings Grant and discussed current discussions that are taking
place at the Public Utilities Commission on the future of energy efficiency programs such as the SBCCOG projecft.
·          The emphasis will be placed on energy efficiency in the future and working on  making it most effective. 
·          The PUC is holding proceedings to decide whether they will go back to a utility-run selection process and the SBCCOG has

commented in the past that this is not a good idea because of a conflict of interest. 
·          The SBCCOG’s good partnership with the utilities is important ; however, the utilities  will probably be in control of the grant

funds in the future and may decide that they want to do these things themselves. 
·          The SBCCOG needs to watch the PUC activities in order to monitor this and it will be important to show them we are

successful. 
 
Ms. Bacharach explained the details of the proposed California Energy Efficiency Program Grant, explaining that the SBCCOG
has been approached by Navigant Consulting, Inc. to participate as one of six Energy Efficiency Pilot Projects in California.  As
a host community, the SBCCOG will receive up to $75,000 from a grant from the California Public Utilities Commission to help
defray the costs of participation..  Products from this grant are anticipated to include a draft Energy Resource Plan, a complete
inventory of energy efficiency projects in the South Bay, an assessment of how many entities have adopted energy efficiency
policies and a plan for sustainability of the Energy Resource Center.  SBCCOG  would need to provide an in-kind match of
one-half of the grant, and the match would include costing out staff cost for attendance at meetings, which would  be recorded. 
Currently there is no detailed scope of work , but the Resolution would authorize Jacki Bacharach to sign an agreement upon
Steering Committee approval of the work scope.  She pointed out that, if this is approved, more staffing will be needed which
may require an amendment to the SBCCOG’s contract with Jacki Bacharach and Associates.
 
Board Member Parsons expressed the desire to see one of the goals in looking for grants being the ability to help defray rather
than incur new overhead costs. Ms. Bacharach explained that the hiring of someone would come out of the $75,000 grant and
noted that the SBCCOG’s accountant has determined that it is possible to realize additional funding based on reimbursement of
existing staff.   She said this would not be a full-time person and the entire $75,000 would not go toward staffing but a more
detailed budget will be developed with the work program.
 
In response to Board Member Szerlip’s inquiry regarding what staff would be required to do for the grant, Ms. Bacharach
explained that they would like to work with the various cities on energy efficiency projects; the SBCCOG will be a gatekeeper
and liaison for access to cities so that they are not overburdened;   the SBCCOG will review all of grant plans and projects; act
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as proof readers and draft report writers.  She assured that her staff would review everything they do so nothing gets on the
street with the SBCCOG’s name on it without approval.
 
Board Member Witkowsky said this is “cutting edge” important to all of the cities and stated that if we could be the force of
notifying the public, we could have great power in energy efficiency.
 
MOTION BY Board Member Witkowsky, seconded by Board Member Dever, to approve Resolution No. 2004-02.  A
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PARTICIPATION OF THE SOUTH BAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS IN THE
CALIFORNIA LOCAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAM.  All Ayes.  So ordered.
 
AGENCY REPORTS
 
League of California Cities
 
Ann Marie Wallace reported:
·          The League of California Cities has named its 2005 Policy Committee Chairs from South Bay:  Judy Mitchell, League Board

of Directors and Chair, Employee Relations; Larry Clark, Chair, Revenue & Taxation.  Hope Witkowsky, L. A. Division Policy
Committee.  She noted that more positions are open and encouraged interested parties to inquire.

·          The current tracking of support of Proposition 1A since the first TV. ads show 60-61% in favor; they are still trying to raise
money and have planned a victory party on Thursday, Nov. 4.

 
Everyone is invited to the LCC Division meeting to provide input on the Draft 200Legislative Platform and support the Draft
Resolution concerning retention of the LAAFB.  Board Member Parsons with the L.A. Division’s support, the state League can be
asked to support .
 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Pam O’Connor)
 
Pam O’Connor reported:
 
·          She will be chairing the SCAG Regional Comprehensive Forum Committee;
·          The MTA committees meet the third week of November and the Board meets in December;
·          The 10-year financial forecast is going through committees, with the purpose to ensure that all of the plans are all

synchronized within the expected funding resources; staff is available to meet with the SBCCOG on this.
·          On October 8, the MTA, in cooperation with multiple agencies, participated in an anti-terrorism drill.
 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (David Madsen)
 
Mr. Madsen reported  that the California Resources Board is considering a wavier to allow the AQMD to continue to employ its
fleet rules over private fleets; he asked cities to send a letter of support to the ARB to seek a waiver from the Federal
Government so that the AQMD can enforce its fleet rules and continue to have large private fleets switch over to using
alternative fuels in order to reduce toxic air pollution here in Southern California.  The public comment period ends on November
15  .
 
Mr. Madsen thanked the SBCCOG and individual cities in the South Bay for their strong support of the Air Quality Management
Plan and legislation carried by the AQMD.   He noted that the AQMD governing Board will be adopting a guidance document for
air quality issues in local land use, where local governments will adopt air quality issues in general plans voluntarily (whatever
fits into the general plan cities already have).  He said letters from individuals to the ARB would be appreciated.
 
Board members asked the status of legislation that AQMD Board member Perry said she would support to provide more
equitable representation on the AQMD Board.  Mr. Madsen stated that this was a Board matter.
 
Board Member Parsons thanked Mr. Madsen for working to make the  AQMD has been very responsive to the COG however the
legislation to change the Board composition is still outstanding 
 
Board Member Gaines said there are technical issues in that the AQMD appears to be pursuing mandates as opposed to
alternative uses and before we endorse it, we should look at it.
 
Consensus was to not send the letter until AQMD Board member Perry agreed to brief the Board on the proposed AQMD Board
composition legislation.  Ms. Bacharach will contact Board member Perry re: coming to the next Board meeting and schedule the
letter consideration for the  next Steering Committee meeting

 










