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MINUTES 
South Bay Cities Council of Governments 

Thursday, May 27, 2004 
Redondo Beach Public Library 

 
Chair Parsons called the South Bay Cities Council of Governments to order at 7:06 p.m.  In attendance 
were the following Board Members: 
 
Ginny Lambert, Hawthorne Judy Dunlap, Inglewood  
John Gaines, El Segundo Robert Pullen-Miles, Lawndale  
Susan Dever, Lomita Jim Aldinger, Manhattan Beach  
Dwight Abbott, Palos Verdes Estates Larry Clark, Rancho Palos Verdes  
Don Szerlip, Redondo Beach John Parsons, Redondo Beach  
Paul Nowatka, Torrance Hope Witkowsky, Torrance 
 
Also in attendance were the following persons: 
 
Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG     Diane Cameron, SBCCOG 
Kathleen McAnnes, MTA (McCune) Diana Sambrano, Inglewood Resident 
Joe Aro, SBEDP Marilyn Lyon, SBE$C  
Sandy Jacobs, El Segundo Resident Pam OÕConnor (MTA Board) 
Christian Valtierra (MTA) Mary Strenn (S.B.City Mgr. Assn) 
Ann Marie Wallace (League of Cities) 
 
 
FLAG SALUTE - LED BY CHAIRMAN PARSONS  
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT OF CITY CLERK OF REDONDO BEACH ON POSTING OF THE 
AGENDA     
 
MOTION by Board Member Dever, seconded by Board Member Gaines to accept and file the report of the City 
Clerk of Redondo Beach on posting of the agenda.   
 
THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, SO ORDERED. 
 
SELF-INTRODUCTIONS 

  
Board Chair Parsons welcomed new Board members and announced the election of Judy Dunlap and Jim 
Aldinger to the SCAG Regional Council.   
 
Former COG Member and El Segundo Councilmember Sandy Jacobs thanked everyone for the opportunities 
she has had while serving on the COG and said she looks forward to whatever is ahead for her. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENT OF ANY CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
Chair Parsons announced that the report from the Nominating Committee will be continued to the next 
meeting. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
Inglewood resident Diane Zambrano expressed concern about the process for expansion of the airport 
because  comments she had given were not included in the documents. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
MOTION by Board Member Lambert, seconded by Board Member Aldinger to approve the Consent Calendar 

as presented.  No objection.  So ordered.  
 

A. April Board Meeting Minutes (attachment) Ð Approve 
 
B. Staffing Services Contract with Jacki Bacharach and Associates (attachment) – Approve 

 
C. Draft 2004-2005 Budget (attachments) – For review and approval in June 

 
VII.     ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION PRIOR TO ACTION  
 

A. Commercial Real Estate Web Site Proposal 
 
Presentation by Barry Waite, Chair, GIS Working Group.   
 
Barry Waite explained that carsonsites.com website is used for marketing commercial real estate 
in the city of Carson.  Inglewood also has its own site.   He noted that the data is entered  and 
maintained by the real estate brokers in the community who are very good about keeping it up-to-
date.   Each individual community can build their site with information tailored to their own needs.  
Point:  the easier you can make it for people to choose your community, the more they will do it.   
 
Mr. Waite further explained what would be involved If the SBCCOG chooses to have their own 
Commercial Real Estate Website: 
 
¥ Cost:  $75,000 one-time cost; annual cost is under $5,000. 
¥ Uses the same software of the traffic system, which would cut costs 
¥ Cost could be assessed in a similar manner as the annual dues 
¥ Recommendation to refer to Steering Committee for discussion regarding use of potential 
balance in this yearÕs budget; 
¥ City of Carson will benefit because they will get  more hits from people looking at the general 
area but donÕt know about Carson. 
 
Jo Aro, SBEDP, spoke in favor of this site, as well as GIS mapping overall, explaining the world-
wide benefits of such a system. 
 
MOTION by Board Member Aldinger, seconded by Board Member Pullen-Miles, to approve in 
concept and return to the Steering Committee to work out the details.  All Ayes.  So ordered. 
 
John Parsons noted that this presentation has demonstrated how close all of our citiesÕ staff are 
working together and it is a key to the success. 

 
B. SBCCOG Work Program & Priorities for 2004-05 

 
Jacki Bacharach reviewed the projects committed to for  next year (copy provided in packet). 
 
Discussion took place regarding the need to educate the public regarding housing development 
vs. commercial development.  Jacki Bacharach encouraged everyone to attend the Livable 
Communities Committee meetings where this is discussed. 
 
Chair Parsons suggested that the list be prioritized, noting that there are obviously too many 
projects to complete in the year.   
 
Board Member Aldinger recommended moving Items A and B to the ÒProjects Committed to for 
Next YearÓ.   
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MOTION by Chair Parsons, seconded by Board Member Lambert, to authorize the Steering 
Committee to review the unallocated reserves to determine if any of it should be used to 
underwrite the cost of the commercial real estate website.  No objection.  So ordered. 
 
Board Member Gaines said that while it may sound nice to spend down the surplus funds, he 
expressed concern with the potential for a homeland terrorist attack and the importance of 
achieving inter-agency cooperation.  He suggested a high priority ought to be homeland security, 
with consideration given to possibly holding another conference and outreach to elected officials in 
the South Bay to educate everyone about issues and responsibilities in case of an emergency. 
 
Board Member Witkowsky suggested contacting the League of California Cities, noting that they 
are working on a similar project and it may be a duplication of effort if the COG were to attempt it 
on their own. 
 
Board Member Clark recommended that Item H Ð Homeland Security - be prioritized #1 on the list. 
 
Jacki Bacharach recommended  that Energy, and possibly incorporating the homeland security 
issue as it relates to energy, be considered as a topic for the next General Assembly.   Also, ass 
part of the energy grant, our consultant  could possibly do an overview workshop.   
 
While the list was not in priority order, it was the consensus that the Homeland Security issue be 
considered a high priority. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Standing Committees 
 
Legislative Committee ÐConsideration of recommendations on Legislation (attachment) Ð APPROVE 

 
Jacki Bacharach explained that the ÒSafe Route to SchoolsÓ funding is set aside specifically for matters that 
increase safety for routes to school.  Examples:  crosswalks, school zone, flashing lights, etc.  Some cities in the 
COG are trying to use this funding, noting that it is not taking from other unrestricted funds. 

 
MOTION by Board Member Aldinger, seconded by Board Member Lambert to support SCA 20, ACA 24, AB 
1884.  All Ayes.  So ordered. 

 
MOTION by Board Member Aldinger, seconded by Board Member Lambert, to take no position on SB 1087 and 
AB 775 (Safe route to schools).  Following discussion regarding the provisions of the bills, the motion and 
second were rescinded. 

 
MOTION by Board Member Aldinger, seconded by Board Member Lambert, to support SB 1087 and AB 775 
(Safe route to schools).  No objection.  So ordered. 

 
AB 2702 (Steinberg): Housing: Second Units. 

 
Board Member Abbott urged all cities to oppose this bill, which seems to be moving through the process quickly.  
Chair Parsons noted that George Nakano is leading the effort to kill the bill in the Assembly floor.  Members 
were encouraged to contact their homeowners associations and enlist their opposition. 

 
Status of Legislation on which the SBCCOG has a position - Receive and file 

 
Area Code update 
 
Jacki Bacharach reported on the status of the potential 310 area code split, noting that PUC Commissioner 
Loretta Lynch has said it will be back on the agenda possibly in August, with the majority of the PUC currently 
indicating they would vote to split the area code. She pointed out that a new report shows that because of the 
new technology, we actually have more available numbers than last year and it is now time to meet with PUC 
members to try to convince them that this split is not necessary. 
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Agency Reports 

 
League of California Cities 
 
Jacki Bacharach reported that the League has signed a ÒdealÓ with the Governor and the legislators feel that the 
ÒdealÓ is undercutting them.  Larry Clark explained the alternative ballot measure proposed by the Governor. 
 
MTA 

 
Pam OÕConnor reported on several items, including: 

 
¥ MTA Sector Governance Council Policy and Bylaw Changes:  The MTA Budget is scheduled for adoption 

at a special Board meeting on June 7.  Budget details will be provided after the budget adoption. 
¥ The MTA Sector Governance Council Policy and Bylaws Changes; the MTA FY 2005 Budget; and a 

revised Exposition Project Update.  A report on transit security issue will be given in the near future. 
¥ South Bay Sector Operations Governance CouncilÑ proposal to reduce the number of meetings that 

sectors could hold was rejected by the Board.  Staff was directed to work with the Sector Governance 
Councils to find ways to reduce staff time and costs of meetings.   

 
In response to concerns that riding the Metro may not be safe, Christian Valtierra said he will include statistics in 
the next monthly report, noting that  rail is safer than any other form of transportation. 

 
Jackie Bacharach noted that the staff person for MTAÕs Transit Connections program will be at the next Transit 
Working Group meeting. 

 
AQMD Ð no report 

 
City ManagersÕ Report (Mary Strenn) 

 
Mary Strenn said her term as president of SB City Managers will be up soon.  She noted that in June, LCC 
Executive Director, Chris McKenzie will meet with the city managers regarding the ÒDealÓ.  She pointed out 
that the deal is supported by El Segundo, even though the redistribution of funds increased their share from 
$100,000 to over $800,000. 

 
The July City ManagersÕ meeting will focus on mentoring the next generation--itÕs getting to be a problem that 
there are not enough people to replace retiring city managers.   

 
L.A. Air Force Base Regional Alliance (John Parsons, Co-Chair) 

 
Mr. Aro reported on the activities of the Alliance, including a recent trip to Washington D.C. where they met with 
several key people, including representatives of the South Bay and other areas, as well as the Pentagon.   He noted 
that everyone recognizes the value of the base and those who were unaware were invited to visit and tour the base; 
reported on the status of efforts to save the Base from closure, and pointed out that the official list of bases to be 
closed will not be published for over a year. 
 
South Bay Economic Development Partnership (SBEDP) 

 
Mr. Aro reported on several upcoming meetings, with information available on the website. 

 
No reports:   

¥ South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce  

¥ Community, Economic, and Housing Development (Paul Nowatka, Don Szerlip)  

¥ Energy and Environment   
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¥ Transportation and Communication (Linda Wilson)  

¥ Regional Council (Paul Nowatka)  

¥ Transit Working Group (Terisa Price, Chair) 

¥ Livable Communities (Suzy Seamans & Ken Blackwood, Co-Chairs) 

 

League of California Cities 
 
Ann Marie Wallace reported on action taken on AB 2702 by the Assembly tonight, noting the result of 47 yes 
votes, 19 no and 14 members didnÕt vote.  Assemblyman Nakano worked very hard on our behalf and   
Assemblyman Lowenthal voted in favor.  She distributed new material related to the GovernorÕs budget package 
(on file) and asked everyone to follow up and write letters of thanks to Nakano and Horton for voting against the 
tax swap. 

 
South Bay Energy $avings Center (Marilyn Lyon) 

 
Marilyn Lyon distributed invitations to training programs for energy efficiency. 

 
¥ Center is up and running with computers and can produce brochures and flyers in-house. 
¥ Includes education for the public about the SBCCOG. 
¥ Attendance at community events; willing to make presentations at community groups. 
¥ Alliances have been made, including VOICE, Surfriders, and South Bay Business Environmental Coalition 

Science Fair. 
¥ e-newsletter will be published in June. 

 
 

Aviation Issues Committee (Dwight Abbott, Chair) 
          

Board Member Abbott summarized the Aviation Issues meeting earlier in the evening (see Aviation Issues minutes). 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by Board Member Aldinger, seconded by Board Member Szerlip,  
 

TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 10:15 P.M. 
 
THERE BEING NO OBJECTION, SO ORDERED.  
 
Respectfully submitted,      
 
Merna Marshall, Minutes Secretary 


