South Bay Cities Council of Governments
February 8, 2009

TO:   Steering Committee 

RE:   Transition of Officers
With Kelly McDowell leaving public office in April, the Steering Committee asked staff to review the JPA agreement and Bylaws for any rules or procedures that might dictate whether an election is required or whether the vacant position can remain until the regular election of officers in June.

There is nothing about election of officers in the Bylaws but there is clear direction provided in the JPA agreement which reads as follows:
Section 11.
Election of Chair and Vice-Chairs.  The Chair of the Governing Board shall conduct all meetings of the Governing Board and perform such other duties and functions as required of such person by provisions of applicable law, this Third Amended and Restated Agreement, the Bylaws or by direction of the Governing Board.  The 1st Vice-Chair shall serve as Chair in the absence of the Chair and shall perform such duties as may be required by provisions of applicable law, this Third Amended and Restated Agreement, the Bylaws, or by the direction of the Governing Board or the Chair. The 2nd Vice-Chair shall serve as Chair in the absence of the Chair and the 1st Vice-Chair and shall perform such duties as may be required by provisions of applicable law, this Third Amended and Restated Agreement, the Bylaws, or by the direction of the Governing Board or the Chair. In addition, the 2nd Vice-Chair  shall supervise the Treasurer  in the performance of the duties assigned to him or her by Section 14 of the Third Amended and Restated Agreement. 

A Governing Board Representative shall be elected annually to the position of Chair of the Governing Board, a second Governing Board Representative shall be elected to the position of 1st Vice-Chair of the Governing Board and a third Governing Board Representative shall be elected to the position of 2nd Vice-Chair of the Governing Board, at the first regular meeting of the Governing Board held in June of each calendar year.  The terms of office of the Chair, 1st Vice-Chair and 2nd Vice-Chair shall commence on July 1 and expire of the succeeding June 30.

If there is a vacancy, for any reason, in the position of Chair, 1st Vice-Chair or 2nd Vice-Chair, the Governing Board shall forthwith conduct an election and fill such vacancy for the unexpired term of such prior incumbent.
The vacancy will not occur until the end of April but a Nominating Committee can be appointed now to seek out a candidate to fill the vacancy.  The election could take place at the March Board meeting with the new term to commence with the certification of the El Segundo election results which may be before the April Board meeting.

RECOMMENDATION
The Steering Committee appoint a Nominating Committee to recommend to the Board at their March meeting a candidate to fill the vacancy created by the chair’s leaving public office.  

It is also recommended that the Steering Committee request that the Nominating Committee advance the current officers – 1st Vice Chair to become Chair and 2nd Vice Chair to become 1st Vice Chair and then fill the position of 2nd Vice Chair.
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