South Bay Cities Council of Governments
February 8, 2009
TO:   Steering Committee 
RE:   Medium Speed Vehicle Legislation – Lobbyist Services
SBCCOG has been working with the MSEV Coalition – a group that is interested in promoting the neighborhood electric vehicle through increasing its allowable speed from 25 mph to 35 mph.  The group includes Santa Monica, Miles Automotive and other interested individuals and organizations.

They have discussed sponsoring legislation for a while but this year, SBCCOG staff worked with them to send information to legislative offices and try to get a bill adopted which has successfully happened in 9 other states.

While several legislators appear interested in the subject and have been asking questions and requesting further information, there is no commitment to author a bill.  There was positive activity when Assemblyman Lieu’s office submitted language to the legislative drafting office but he has specifically made no commitment to carry the bill.

When the SBCCOG sponsored the legislation to change the composition of the AQMD Board, we retained Tony Rice with Rice/Englander & Associates.  He has contacted the SBCCOG to express his interest in working for the SBCCOG on this proposed legislation.  He has also proposed a fee of  $3000/month for this session which would be February to October.  The total cost would therefore not exceed $27,000.  This is the same price that we initially hired him at for the previous legislation.
Although Tony knows that there is no commitment that the SBCCOG will contract with him, he has already started talking to some potential authors.  He also wrote that he “would likely focus on the transportation and/or public safety chairs and see if they have an interest since this bill is likely to be double referred to those committees (not entirely sure about the double referral, but it would make sense because of the transportation and the citation issues).”
He also stated that none of his other clients are sponsoring any bills at this time, so he would be able to devote 100% attention to the SBCCOG’s matter legislatively.
I contacted the MSEV Coalition with this offer and requested that they commit to share the cost of this contract with the SBCCOG should the Steering Committee decide to go forward with Tony Rice.  I am awaiting their reply and will report back at the meeting.
RECOMMENDATION

The Steering Committee approve a contract with Tony Rice for legislative advocacy services to seek approval of legislation to increase the legal speed for neighborhood electric vehicles in California from 25 mph to 35 mph contingent upon funding from other members of the MSEV Coalition.  The SBCCOG contribution would not exceed $10,000.  
