December 14, 2009

California Energy Commission
Attn: Andrew Ferrin, Contracts Officer

1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
RE:  In Support of West Basin Municipal Water District’s Grant Application entitled “Water and Energy Efficiency Upgrades for Schools and Parks Program” through the California Energy Commission’s State Energy Program  

Dear Mr. Ferrin:

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments through its South Bay Environmental Services Center (SBCCOG/SBESC) is pleased to declare its partnership with West Basin Municipal Water District (West Basin) for the California Energy Commission’s State Energy Program Grant Application entitled “Water and Energy Efficiency Upgrades for Schools and Parks Program. “

The SBCCOG/SBESC has worked with West Basin and knows that their efforts have translated into outstanding programs for our communities.  That is why we support West Basin in its efforts to work with the school districts and cities in the South Bay to reduce the demand on imported water and to combine that with reducing energy consumption through the installation of select energy efficiency devices. This project will also reduce statewide energy consumption by the decreasing the demand for water delivery and required treatment as well as the embedded energy associated with those activities.  

Through West Basin’s partnerships, this comprehensive project will create up to 40 new “green” jobs within West Basin’s service area.  Individuals will be trained to perform various activities through completion of an accredited course.  These activities include: water and energy pre-retrofit audits, installations of efficient equipment and post-retrofit installation inspections.   We support the emphasis on training youth and veterans, city and school staff in green plumbing practices.  
We look forward to working with West Basin to implement this program and together maximize the impact of these grant funds.  We urge you to give the West Basin Municipal Water District’s California Energy Commission’s State Energy Program Grant Application your fullest consideration and support.

Sincerely,

Jacki Bacharach, Executive Director
South Bay Cities Council of Governments

South Bay Environmental Services Center
