South Bay Cities Council of Governments

Livable Communities Working Group
Wednesday, February 17, 2010

Meeting Minutes

I.
Welcome & Introductions -  Meeting called to order at 2:37 pm ; 
Wally introduced Saied Naaseh from City of Carson 
II. Minutes for January 20, 2009 – Receive and File
III.
Carson Street Redevelopment Plan:  Recent Progress 
Saied Naaseh, Senior Planner,               City of Carson  SEE SLIDES
· Made this presentation to Carson Planning Commission 
· Look at Carson Street today, Identify the guiding documents, Understand the vision by the guiding documents, Recognize the steps necessary to implement the vision, and Identify the challenges ahead

· Carson Street Corridor - Variety of mixed-uses ; contrast of new and old buildings ; retail activity, access to freeways; challenges: under-utilized land; inadequate sidewalks; minimal landscaping on medians ; The Retail Cycle Challenge-it’s ok to have high density housing, it will strengthen the retail center; Income , population, property values – determines how much money can be spent on projects
· Carson Street Retail Market Facts: Low rents are insufficient to support new retail development ; Most properties were built prior to 1980 and most are in need of maintenance or renovation ; Local serving retail (over 400 business licenses) ; Mix of locally owned and national chains ; Parcel depths do not support regional serving retail ; New retail will be local not regional serving
· Carson Street Guiding Documents: General Plan (1994, 2004) ; Zoning Ordinance (1994, 2004, 2006) ; Carson Street Master Plan (1997, 2000, 2002, 2006)

· Master Plan Vision – create vibrant ‘main street’ with a recognizable image; promote mixed use ; Advocate nodes of activity ; Encourage high density residential; Support compact development ; 
Establish distinctive gateways ; Create a pedestrian friendly environment

· Carson has already started with their projects – Private development projects; Public/private 
Partnerships: Development projects and Facade improvement projects ; City Center
· What’s next?  Initiate Streetscape Demonstration Block Project, Initiate Freeway Interchange Landscaping Project; Enforce Non-conforming provisions of the zoning ordinance
Questions

· Question: Liz: Do you have a minimum density range? ; Response: No
· Question:  Wally – Your City Council doesn’t object to that kind of density? Response:  NO
Comments
· Wally Siembab:   The redevelopment of a linear corridor is the kind of development that the Sustainable South Bay Strategy tries to address.  The Carson St. Plan is based on economic, political, and aesthetic factors while the Sustainability Strategy is really about reducing auto use and increasing walking. 
IV.
Compass Project Status Report - Margaret Bulat, RBF Consulting
· 4 Handouts
· Want feedback- framework of this presentation – Does it cover the interests of the issues from your community?
· Shared Vision – Modular PPT Framework – see handout chart – went through steps
Question
· Question:  Are the land-use and mobility case studies the same? ; Response:  No, they are different 
Conceptual Land Use – Suburban Model – WALLY
· Handout with grids 
· Migrate corridor retail to major intersections where centers can be formed
· Every commercial area imports demand from outside of the neighborhood
· Every commercial area should have a core of neighborhood functions as well as specializations….ex. Riviera Village is specialized in spa’s, massages, etc.
Question
· Question:  Does this visual presentation make sense? ; Response:  Yes, very much.
LUV Mobility  

· Places of Interest Handout and map
· Please provide feedback on if items listed are current – pulled data off of Metro bike lanes
· Classifications – Job Center; Amenity/Commercial/Entertainment; Education; Open Space/Park

· GAPS – are they problematic?

· Look at the potential policies needed to be made

· Policy Memorandum – address policy makers, planners, engineers; detail benefits; outline policy; discuss implementation logistics

Comments
Your presentation, maps, grids, etc. reads very clearly - presents very well.  

Questions
Question:  Have you thought about the future destinations in GP for LUV mobility? Response: Not really, if you have specific  areas, let us know and we can discuss potential.
V.
SB 375 Update - Wally and Jacki


SCAG’s cancelled February 11 “leadership workshop” – what will replace it?

· Replaced by ‘listening sessions’ ; The reason behind the cancellation was that different sub-regions are at different levels, therefore, decision to proceed with one-on-one forums (attending meetings) would be more beneficial 
SCAG’s new transportation-land use planning tool – coming soon

· Wally will let us know when the tool will be available for training sessions ; SCAG says probably in March
· Not all cities have GIS
· Will not be a web-based tool; needs to be installed
Metro’s proposed MOU with the SBCCOG 

· No new news from MTA yet

Late breaking news - Wally and Jacki
· El Segundo – withdrew from the project as the senior housing management company declined to participate.
VI.  
Local Use Vehicle Demonstration - Wally and Jacki

· LUV insurance – still getting quotes – very, very expensive – about $2,000
· Getting two Columbia’s from Enterprise
VII.  
Other Business - Wally and Jacki
· General Assembly next Friday
· March 19th – trip to Irwindale – to see the CTAC
· Coming attractions – Lawndale and Inglewood presentations in coming months
Adjourned at 4:35 pm
