South Bay Cities Council of Governments

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

October 12, 2009 MINUTES
Attendees:  Ellen Perkins (Chair, Palos Verdes Estates), Judy Mitchell & Suzy Seamans (Rolling Hills Estates), Steve Diels (Redondo Beach), Susan Rhilinger (Torrance), Robert Pullen-Miles (Lawndale & Senator Oropeza), Stan Myles (AQMD), Irving Pacheco (Assemblyman Lieu), Bill Orton (Senator Wright), Gautam Dutta & Amanda Fowler (America Foundation), & Jacki Bacharach (SBCCOG)
II.
Motion to accept and file report of the Posting of the Agenda – CHANGE THIS WORDING TO THE BOARD AGENDA WORDING
III.       Minutes from July 13, 2009 (attached) - ApproveD
V.       Instant Runoff Voting – Update and Request for Support

              A.  Presentation by Gautam Dutta, Deputy Director

                   Political Reform Program, New America Foundation
AB 1121, as amended, Davis. Elections: ranked voting. - DIED
   This bill authorizes the Secretary of State to  

          approve up to 12 counties to use a ranked voting system.   

          Counties that opt to participate will be required to obtain  

          approval of the voters, and acquire a voting system that is  

          capable of conducting an election using ranked voting.   

          This pilot program will sunset January 1, 2019, but allows  

          cities and counties previously authorized to conduct ranked  

          voting elections under the bill to be allowed to conduct  

          such elections until January 1, 2024.

   SUPPORT  :   (Verified  9/2/09)

          Californians for Electoral Reform (source)

          Asian American Action Fund of California

          Asian Americans for Civil Rights and Equality 

          California Common Cause 

          Californians for Electoral Reform

          Cities of Davis, Hermosa Beach, and Menlo Park

          FairVote

          Latinos for America

          League of California Cities 

          League of Women Voters of California 

          Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce

          New America Foundation 

          Supervisor David Campos, San Francisco Board of Supervisors

          Supervisor Eric Mar, San Francisco Board of Supervisors

          Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi, San Francisco Board of  

          Supervisors

          Warren Slocum, Chief Elections Officer and Assessor-County  

            Clerk-Recorder, San Mateo County 
PUBLIC POLICY INSTITUTE – THINK TANK

GOVERNOR SIGNED AB 30 SO THAT TEENAGER COULD PRE-REGISTER TO VOTE IF THEY WILL BE 18 BY THE ELECTION.
RANK CHOICE VOTING.  

· NOT ALLOWED FOR GENERAL LAW CITIES – AB 1121 DIDN’T PASS

· COMES IN WITH RUN-OFFS.  

· CITY OF LA – TURNOUT IN RUNOFF – CA. 7% FOR $1 MILLION.  

· GENERAL LAW CITY – SOME PEOPLE WIN WITH LESS THAN MAJORITY VOTE AND DON’T REFLECT DIVERSITY.  COULD EQUAL VOTING RIGHTS ISSUES.

· 2 FORMS 
· INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING – REMOVE LOW VOTERS ONE AT A TIME.  USED IN SAN FRANCISCO SINCE 2004.  MEMPHIS, MINNEAPOLIS, OAKLAND ALL GOING TO IT.

· IF TWO POSITIONS OPEN – WOULD REQUIRE ANYONE THAT WINS TO GET 34% OF THE VOTE.

REQUESTING SUPPORT FOR THE CONCEPT

ASSEMBLYMAN LIEU SUPPORTS/TOM CAMPBELL SUPPORTS

NEW AMERICA FOUNDATION – STEVE CALL IS THE CEO.  FAREED ZAKARIA AND OTHERS ARE BOARD MEMBERS.

AB 106 – VOTER/VOTER PLUS IN WHICH YOU CAN REGISTER TO VOTE AT THE DMV WITH AN ADD-ON TO A FORM.  TWO YEAR BILL
IV.       Status of Legislation That SBCCOG Has Positions on – SEND OUT MATRIX 
                  AFTER GOVERNOR’S POSITION IS KNOWN
A. Governor must take action on all legislation by October 11 – SIGNED 231 

BILLS AND VETOED 237 OR SO.  300 MORE COULD BE IN THE MIX TO BE LAW
 VI.       Reports from Other Agencies
A. League of California Cities 
B. AQMD – SB 827 SIGNED AND THEY CAN NOW MOVE ON.  MYLES THANKED SBCCOG AND CITIES AND CITY STAFF FOR SUPPORT OF THIS EFFORT.
C. L.A. Metro - Transportation Funding, State & Federal legislation – RESOLUTION RE: FEDERAL FUNDING REQUEST – I HAVE ASKED FOR INFORMATION AS TO HOW IT WOULD HELP THE SOUTH BAY BEFORE WE JOIN SUPPORT.
          LAWNDALE WROTE LETTER OF OPPOSITION RE: 3% LOCAL MATCH

VII.      Reports from Legislative Representatives
· ORTON:  HAPPY RE: SB 827

· PACHECO:   LIEU HAD 17 BILLS – MOST OF ANY LEGISLATOR – SIGNED 10 BILLS.  

· PULLEN-MILES:  OROPEZA 9 BILLS – 6 APPROVED; 3 VETOED
VIII.     Public Comment 


X.       Next meeting – December 14, 2009 


(NOTE:  any items that arise before the next Legislative Committee meeting that must be 
addressed will be considered by the Steering Committee on November 9)
XI.       Adjourn
