South Bay Cities Council of Governments


October 15, 2009 

TO:           Legislative Committee

FROM:     Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director

RE:
Bills to Monitor
ENVIRONMENTAL
	AB 19

(Ruskin)
	Greenhouse gas emissions: consumer product labeling.  This bill would enact the Carbon Labeling Act of 2009. The act would require the State Air Resources Board to develop and implement a program for the voluntary assessment, verification, and standardized labeling of the carbon footprint, as defined, of consumer products sold in this state.
	Monitor 
	2 YEAR BILL


	AB 49

(Feuer)
	Water Conservation.  This bill states the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to establish a 20 percent water efficiency requirement for the year 2020 for agricultural  and urban water users. 

 

Everything else that was in the bill such as methodology and deadlines were omitted by the Senate.
	 MONITOR 

PER WBMWD

SUPPORT

(7/23/09)

SPONSORED BY WBMWD
	10/14/09 
Senate Concurrence


	AB 1061

(Lieu)
	Common Interest Developments. Nearly one‐third (11 million) of the state's population lives in a common interest development (CID) such as a home owner association.  Under the Davis Sterling CID Act, CIDs are allowed to regulate the aesthetic quality and appeal of common use areas in their communities. However, some CIDs have governing documents that hinder or preclude property owners from using low water‐using plants. Yet outdoor landscape irrigation alone can account for up to 60% of a property’s overall water use. This bill would eliminate the ability of CIDs to prohibit, fine or assess a property owner for installing or maintaining water efficient landscaping that complies with the state's model ordinance, local ordinances or water conservation requirements under Section 65595 of the Government Code and Section 353 or 375 of the Water Code. AB 1061 will help the state facilitate responsible water conservation practices by ensuring that everyone has the ability to conserve water, regardless of where they live.
	Monitor 
LEAGUE POSITION – Watch

Sponsored by MWD
	CHAPTERED

	SB 261

(Dutton & Ducheny)
	Water use: water management plans. Sets a statewide goal to achieve a 20% reduction in   per capita urban water use by 2020, relying on local water agency efforts, and requires agricultural water management plans.

	Monitor
	2 YEAR BILL
West Basin would also achieve compliance with SB 261; however, our service area would be penalized with additional reporting requirements due to our method of compliance.  For this reason, West Basin is continuing to work with the author.

	SB 406

(DeSaulnier)
	Land Use: Environmental Quality:  This bill authorizes regions to impose a one or two dollar surcharge on vehicle registrations to pay for regional land use planning activities.  This bill also makes changes to the membership and duties of the Office of Planning and Research's Planning Advisory and Assistance Council.
	Monitor
	VETOED

	SB 531

(De Saulnier)
	Solid waste: at-store recycling program.  Existing law requires an operator of a store, as defined, to establish an at-store recycling program that provides to customers the opportunity to return clean plastic carryout bags to that store.  Existing law requires that the manufacturer of plastic carryout bags develop educational materials to encourage the reducing,reusing, and recycling of plastic bags and make those materials available to stores required to comply with the program. This bill would require that in developing the educational materials for use on and after July 1, 2011, the manufacturer consult with specified entities. The bill would authorize the Integrated Waste Management Board to modify and approve those educational materials  by January 1, 2012. The bill would also set minimum requirements for information to be included in the educational materials, including, but not limited to, information regarding the requirements for compliance with the program, an Internet Web site with a training program for store personnel and customers on implementing the program, and materials and resources for stores for education of consumers at point of sale.
	 CHANGED TO MONITOR

(5/28/09)

OPPOSE

(4/26/09)

   AMENDMENTS –NO PRE-EMPTION OF LOCAL GOV.

	2 YEAR BILL
MB opposes before amendments


	SB 575

(Steinberg)
	Local planning: housing element. This bill cleans up three provisions of last year's SB 375: 1)the exemption for transportation sales tax projects; 2) the rezoning requirement under housing element law; and, 3) housing elements due dates generally and the due date in the San Diego  region specifically.  The bill also clarifies a provision of last year's SB 732 regarding the open meeting requirements applicable to the Strategic Growth Council.
	Monitor
	CHAPTERED 


OTHER

	AB 1121

(Davis)
	Elections:  Ranked Voting:  This bill authorizes up to 12 cities and counties to use a ranked voting system.  Voter approval is required.  This pilot program will sunset January 1, 2019, but allows cities and counties previously authorized to conduct ranked voting elections under the bill to be allowed to conduct  

such elections until January 1, 2024.

    This bill requires cities and counties that opt to use  

ranked voting in a local election to conduct a voter  

education and outreach campaign through the use of public service announcements to familiarize voters with ranked voting in English and in every language in which a ballot is provided to voters in that county.
	Monitor

League supports
	2 YEAR BILL

	SB 93

(Kehoe)
	Redevelopment: payment for land or buildings.

This bill authorizes, before a redevelopment agency can pay for public works either inside or contiguous  to a project area, that the agency's legislative body find specified findings based on substantial evidence in the record.  Senate Floor Amendments  of 4/28/09 distinguish between  public works projects inside redevelopment project areas and public works projects outside project areas.    This bill repeals the legislative declaration that the   local officials' determinations are final and conclusive   (i.e., not subject to court review).
	WITH AMENDMENTS – CHANGE TO MONITOR

(4/28/09)

OPPOSE

(4/23/09)


	CHAPTERED 


FEDERAL
	HR 1191

(Inslee)

S.1336
(Murray)
	To amend the Controlled Substances Act to provide for disposal of controlled substances by ultimate users and care takers through State take-back disposal programs, to amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to prohibit recommendations on drug labels for disposal by flushing, and for other purposes. 
	RECOMMEND SUPPORT

	HR 1191

3/16/2009 Referred to House subcommittee. Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security.

S. 1336

6/24/2009 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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