South Bay Cities Council of Governments


October 22, 2009 
TO:           SBCCOG Board of Directors

FROM:     Ellen Perkins, SBCCOG Legislative Committee Chair
RE:
Bills With Position
ENVIRONMENTAL
	AB 474

(Blumenfeld)
	Contractual assessments: water efficiency

improvements This bill would expand existing law to authorize public agencies to provide upfront financing for the installation of permanently fixed water use efficiency improvements to residential commercial, industrial or other real property (such as permeable pavement, recycled water piping, cisterns or synthetic turf). Property owners would be able to create assessment districts and pay an assessment fee to included repayment of the principle plus interest and administrative costs until the funds are repaid to the public agency.
	SUPPORT

(7/23/09)

(Ltr sent to author 8/10/09; Ltr to Governor 9/16/09)

LEAGUE POSITION Watch

Sponsored by MWD
	CHAPTERED
Allows AB 118 financing for water projects


	AB 1085

(Mendoza)
	State Air Resources Board: regulations.  Existing law creates the State Air Resources Board and gives to the state board various duties relating to reducing emissions of air pollutants, including emissions of greenhouse gases. This bill would require the state board to make available to the public each technical, theoretical, and empirical study, report, or similar document, if any, on which the agency relies, related to, but not limited to, air emissions, public health impacts, and economic impacts before the comment period for any regulation proposed for adoption by the state board.
	SUPPORT
(7/23/09)

(Ltr to author 7/30/09; Ltr to Governor 9/16/09)
LEAGUE POSITION - SUPPORT
	CHAPTERED

ARB PAYS THE COST

	SB 279

(Hancock)
	Local government: community facilities districts.  Similar to AB 474.  Allows Mello-Roos District financing for energy efficiency and renewable energy improvements to or on real property and in buildings.
	SUPPORT

(7/23/09)
(Ltr to author 7/30/09; Ltr to Governor 9/16/09)
	VETOED
 

	SB 827
(Wright)

Formerly

SB 696    
	South Coast Air Quality Management District:  CEQA: permits -  
      Authorizes SCAQMD to issue permits in reliance on, and in compliance with specified district rules for "essential public services" (SCAQMD rules define essential public service to include sewage treatment facilities, prisons, police facilities, fire fighting facilities, schools, hospitals, construction and operation of a landfill gas control or processing  facility, water delivery operations, and public transit) and exempt facilities or equipment, except for an electrical generation facility, notwithstanding the decision of the court in  Natural Resources Defense Council v. South Coast Air Quality Management District   

      Provides that nothing in the bill affects the decision in the above case concerning the adoption, readoption, or amendment, or environmental review, of SCAQMD Rule 1315. 

      Requires SCAQMD to rely on the emission reduction credit tracking system used prior to the adoption of Rule 1315, until a new tracking system is approved by the USEPA and is in effect, at which point that new system shall be used by SCAQMD.   

      Requires SCAQMD to also make use of any emission credits that have resulted from emission reductions and shutdowns from minor sources since 1990.

      Sunsets the bill on May 1, 2012. 
	SUPPORT

(4/23/09)
(Ltr to Sen E,U & C Comm 5/12/09; Ltr to Sen EQ Comm 7/6/09; Ltr to Governor 9/16/09)

Air quality: CEQA exemptions: emission reduction credits.
	CHAPTERED

El Segundo requests approval.  Can’t have data centers in town.  Power plant modernization is being prevented.  ICA is in favor.
Amendments clarified the rules should be exempt from CEQA, not exempt for projects

 


REVENUE
	AB 155

(Mendoza)
	Local government: bankruptcy proceedings.  Under existing law, any taxing agency or instrumentality of the state may file a petition and prosecute to completion bankruptcy proceedings permitted under the laws of the United States.  This bill would provide that a local public entity may only file under federal bankruptcy law with the approval of the Calif. Debt & Investment Advisory Commission, as specified.
	OPPOSE

(3/26/09)
(Ltr faxed to Asm Local Gov Comm. 3/30/09 & to Asm Approp. Comm 4/29/09 & Sen Local Gov Comm 6/22/09)
	2 YEAR BILL
LCC - oppose

	AB 992

(Lieu)
	Advertising: residential property taxes: assessment appeal application filing services.  Among other provisions, this bill would prohibit an assessment appeal filing service from charging, demanding, or collecting money until after the assessment appeal application is filed with the property tax assessor's office or clerk of the assessment appeals board. Violating this provision would be deemed a crime.
	SUPPORT

(4/23/09) 

(Ltr faxed to Asm B & P 4/27/09; Ltr to Asm Approp 5/11/09 & Sen Judiciary Comm 6/18/09; Ltr to Governor 9/8/09)
	CHAPTERED



	ACA 9

(Huffman)
	Local government bonds: special taxes: voter approval. This measure would change the 2/3 voter-approval requirement for special taxes to, instead, authorize a city, county, or special district to impose a special tax with the approval of 55% of its voters voting on the tax. It would also lower to 55% the voter approval threshold for a city, county, or city and county to incur bonded indebtedness,

exceeding in one year the income and revenue provided in that year, that is in the form of general obligation bonds to fund specified public improvements.
	SUPPORT
(5/28/09)

(Ltr to Asm Approps 6/30/09)
	9/11/09 

Assembly 3rd Reading 
 

	SCA 18

(Liu)
	Local Government:  property related fees.  Includes fees for stormwater management programs to those exemptions already included in Proposition 218.  It would make it easier for cities to fund and comply with new and increasingly stringent storm water quality permit requirements adopted by the regional water quality control board.
	SUPPORT

(6/25/09)

(Ltr to author 8/3/09)

LCC supports
	10/14/09
Senate 3rd Reading
 


OTHER
	AB 18

(Knight)
	Local government: city councils.  Extends the amount of time that a city council has to fill a vacancy in an elective city office from 30 days to 60 days after the commencement of a vacancy in an elective city office, the amount of time that the city council has to either fill the vacancy by appointment or to call a special election to fill the vacancy.
	SUPPORT
(5/28/09)

(Ltr to author 6/5/09 & Sen Local Gov Comm 6/18/09; Ltr to Governor 9/8/09)
	VETOED


	SB 415 

(Oropeza)
	Alcoholic beverages: licenses: local government review.

Existing law requires the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to notify the appropriate sheriff, chief of police, district attorney, city or county planning agency, and legislative body of an application for the issuance or transfer of a liquor license, and prohibits the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control from issuing or transferring a license until at least 30 days after these notices are provided. Existing law authorizes the department to extend that 30-day period for a period not to exceed an additional 20 days if a proper written request is made by any local law enforcement agency. This bill would authorize the department to extend the 30-day period for a period not to exceed an additional 30 days if a proper written request is made by any entity or official receiving the required notification.
	SUPPORT

(5/28/09)
(Ltr to author 6/5/09 & Asm Gov Org Comm 6/18/09 & Asm Approp 7/17/09; Ltr to Governor 9/17/09)
	VETOED
 

	SB 802

(Leno)

	Public contracts:  retention proceeds.  Existing law provides that in a contract between the original contractor and a subcontractor, and in a contract between a subcontractor and any subcontractor thereunder, the percentage of retention proceeds withheld cannot exceed the percentage specified in the contract between the public entity and the original contractor.  This bill would instead prohibit retention proceeds to exceed 5% of the payment for all contracts entered into on or after 1/1/10 between a public entity and an original contractor, an original contractor and a subcontractor and between all subcontractors.
	  OPPOSE

(5/28/09)

 (Ltr to Asm B & T Comm 6/5/09 & Asm Approp 7/17/09; Ltr to Governor 9/8/09)
	VETOED
 


FEDERAL
	HR 1521

(Lofgren)

S 1192

(Wyden)
	Cell Tax Fairness Act of 2009 - Prohibits states or local governments from imposing any new discriminatory tax on mobile services, mobile service providers, or mobile service property for five years after the enactment of this Act. Defines "new discriminatory tax" as a tax imposed on mobile services, providers, or property that is not generally imposed on other types of services or property, or that is generally imposed at a lower rate.
	OPPOSE

(7/23/09)
(Ltrs sent to authors 7/30/09)
LEAGUE OPPOSES


	HR 1521

6/9/2009

House Subcommittee Hearings Held

S. 1192

6/4/2009 

Referred to Senate Committee on Finance

	HR 1618

(McGovern)

S. 779

(Lautenberg)
	Safe Highways and Infrastructure Preservation Act - Safe Highways and Infrastructure Preservation Act – concerning limits on length and weight limitations for vehicles operating on Federal-aid highways, and for other purposes. 
	SUPPORT

(previous position on issue of truck weights)
(Letters sent to several congressmen & 2 Senators 5/20/09)
	HR 1618

3/20/2009 

House Subcommittee on Highways and Transit

S. 779

4/1/2009

Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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