South Bay Cities Council of Governments


October 13, 2008 

TO:           SBCCOG Legislative Committee

FROM:     Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director

RE:
New Laws




ENVIRONMENTAL

	AB 2176

(Caballero)
	The federal Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (federal act) provides energy efficiency and conservation block grants to states for the purposes of reducing fossil fuel emissions, improving energy efficiency, and to reducing total energy use. That act requires not less than 60% of the funds allocated to a state to be used to provide subgrants to local governments that are not eligible to receive block grants under the act. Existing law authorizes the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to apply for and accept grants. This bill would require the commission to administer funds received by the state pursuant to the federal act and would require not less than 60% of the funds received to be used to provide subgrants to cities and counties of specified population sizes.
5/23/08 Amendment removes 40% from the section that stipulates where/how the remainder of funds may be used.
	SUPPORT

(3/27/08)

(Ltr sent 3/28/08 to Asm Nat Res; Ltr faxed 4/29/08;Ltr to Asm Appropriations 4/29/08) (Ltr to Sen Energy & Utilities Comm 6/11/08) (Ltr to Sen Approp 6/25/08)
	8/4/08

CHAPTERED



	AB 2180

(Lieu)
	Solar Energy:  This bill provides that when approval is required for the installation or use of a solar energy system, the application for approval shall be processed and approved in the same manner as an application for approval of an architectural modification to the property.  This bill provides that when the approving entity is a homeowner's association and not a public entity:  (1) the approval or denial of an application shall be in writing, and (2) if an application is not denied in writing within 60 days from the date of receipt of the application, the  
application shall be deemed approved unless that delay is the result of a reasonable request for more information.
	MONITOR
	9/28/08
CHAPTERED

	SB 1016

(Wiggins)
	Diversion compliance.  Per capita disposal rate.  This bill would define the terms "diversion program," "jurisdiction," and "multicounty regional agency," for purposes of the act and would revise the definitions of the terms "rural city" and "rural county." The bill would delete the condition that the solid waste subject to source reduction, recycling, and composting under these provisions, be diverted from landfill disposal or transformation. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
	MONITOR

League is watching
	9/26/08

CHAPTERED


	SB 1646

(Padilla)
	South Coast Air Quality Management District: air pollution fee.  This bill would extend the authority of the district to impose a fee indefinitely that currently expires on 1/1/10, and would require than no more than 5% of the funds in the account be used for administrative purposes where it is currently limited to 2 1/2%.   The $1 fee is on the renewal of registration of any motor vehicle in the district, and requires the district to utilize the revenues generated  to reduce air pollution from motor vehicles through the implementation of a clean-burning fuel program in that district.  
	MONITOR
Consideration requested by AQMD
League position is Watch 
	9/30/08
CHAPTERED


HOUSING

	AB 2280

(Saldana & Caballeros)
	Density Bonus law. This bill would impose certain procedures on the application for a density bonus and other incentives or concessions. Would require a city, county, or city and county to grant a concession or incentive requested by the applicant under existing law unless the city, county, or city and county makes a written finding, based upon substantial evidence, that, among other things, the concession or incentive would be contrary to state or federal law. The bill would delete a requirement that an applicant for a waiver or reduction of development standards show that the waiver or modification is necessary to make proposed housing units economically feasible. The bill would require, as a condition for the granting of a density bonus to a developer in exchange for donating land to a city, county, or city and county for very low income housing, that the local agency identify a source of funding for the very low income units.
	MONITOR
LCC supports
	9/27/08
CHAPTERED


TRANSPORTATION

	AB 2321

(Feuer)
	Transportation Funding. Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority.  Amends L.A.   MTA’s existing authority to adopt a .5% transactions and use tax (sales tax) in L.A. County by eliminating outdated deadlines for specific projects and programs, and extending the period in which the tax can be collected from 6 1/2 years to 30 years, subject to a two-thirds approval of local voters to require the MTA to include specified projects and programs in its Long Range Transportation Plan. This bill would also authorize the MTA to incur bonded indebtedness, as specified, and would make other related changes. Amendment:  Would require the MTA to notify the Legislature prior to the adoption of amendments to the adopted expenditure plan.
	NEUTRAL
Bill amended to state that funding of projects will come from Metro’s Expenditure Plan.  Green Line to LAX added to bill.

	9/25/08

CHAPTERED

	AJR 52

(Karnette)
	Commercial motor vehicles.  This measure would reaffirm California's opposition to proposals at all levels of government, that would authorize increases in the
size or weight of commercial motor vehicles because of the impact that these increases would have on highway infrastructure, especially bridges.
	SUPPORT

 (BASED ON EXISTING POSITION) 

(Ltr to Oropeza 7/3/08)
	7/23/08
CHAPTERED


	SB 375

(Steinberg)
	Transportation planning: travel demand models: Requires the California Transportation Commission, by April 1, 2008, to adopt guidelines for the use of travel demand models used in the development of regional transportation plans by certain regional transportation planning agencies. The bill would require the Dept of Transportation to assist the commission, on request, in this regard, & would impose other related requirements. Also requires the Air Resources Board to provide each region with greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for 2020 and 2050.
	  OPPOSE

(8/07)

2/22/08 LCC changed to OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED

SCAG WATCHING
	9/30/08

CHAPTERED


OTHER

	AB 642

(Wolk)
	Design-build:  counties, cities and special districts

This bill would authorize any city, with the approval of the appropriate city council, to enter into design-build contracts, as defined, in accordance with specified provisions. The bill also would extend these provisions until January 1, 2019. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
	SUPPORT

(5/22/08)

(Ltr to Sen. Approp. 5/23/08) (Ltr to Sen Approp Comm 6/11/08)(Ltr to Governor 8/20/08)

	9/26/08

CHAPTERED

 

	SB 1473

(Calderon)
	Building Standards.  The California Building Standards Law provides for the adoption of building standards by state agencies by requiring all state agencies that adopt or propose adoption of any building standard to submit the building standard to the California Building Standards Commission for approval or adoption. This bill would require each city, county, or city and county to collect a fee from any applicant for a building permit, assessed at the rate of $4 per $100,000 in valuation, as determined by the local building official, with appropriate fractions thereof, but not less than $1. The bill would authorize the city, county, or city and county to retain not more than 10% of the fees collected for related administrative costs and for code enforcement education, including certifications in the voluntary construction inspector certification program. The bill would require the city, county, or city and county to transmit the remainder to the commission for deposit in the Building Standards Administration Special Revolving Fund which the bill would establish in the State Treasury. The bill would establish a state-mandated local program by imposing additional duties on local government. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
	MONITOR
	9/30/08 

CHAPTERED

	SB 1732 (Romero)
	Local Agencies.  Would prohibit a majority of the members of a legislative body from using a series of communications directly or through intermediaries to conduct deliberations.  Amendments state that individual conversations with a legislative body, outside of the Ralph M. Brown Act, shall not be misconstrued if they are to receive answers or clarification.
	MONITOR
	7/3/08

CHAPTERED  .   
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