South Bay Cities Council of Governments


October 14, 2007
   

TO:           SBCCOG Legislative Committee

FROM:     Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director

RE:
2 Year Bills




AIR QUALITY

	AB  630

(Price)
	Air emissions standards: EPA waiver.  Establishes an alternate procedure for regulations to be adopted by the California Air Resources Board (ARB), if proposed by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast), preceding the granting of a waiver by United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).  Specifically, 1)Requires ARB, if certain requirements are met, to expeditiously adopt an emissions standard or requirement  
proposed by South Coast that requires a waiver or authorization under the federal Clean Air Act.  2) Requires ARB, if necessary, to submit the standard or  requirement to USEPA for waiver or authorization. 3)Repeal the bill's provisions on January 1, 2015.  
	MONITOR
	5/31/2007

Assembly Appropriations Committee

Held under submission.




EMPLOYEE RELATIONS
	AB 1496

(Swanson)


	Local Government:  Cities and Counties:  Civil Service.  Establishes minimum requirements that must be complied with by a city or county by March 1, 2008 when adopting a personnel system, merit system, or civil service system (system).  Specifically:  
          1) Requires adopting a system to, at a minimum, provide for classification of all employment positions and  their inclusion in the system.

          2) Allows exclusions of:

             a) Substitute or short-term employees employed for less than half of the work days in a fiscal year; and,

             b) Apprentices or professional experts hired on a temporary, project specific basis.

          3) Requires the legislative body of a city or county, prior to hiring a short-term employee, to specify at a regularly scheduled public meeting, the service required to be performed by the employee, the amount of time the employee will be required to work, and an end date of the employment.

          4) Defines "substitute employee" and limits the use of one or more substitute employees to 60 days unless a different period of time has been agreed to through  collective bargaining.

          5) Specifies that the provisions of the bill do not apply to reserve peace officers or deputy sheriffs and volunteer firefighters.   
	OPPOSE

(5/24/07)

(Ltr to Sen Local Gov 6/27/07)
	7/11/07 

Senate Local Government Committee

Held in committee




ENVIRONMENTAL

	AB 1066

(Laird)
	Coastal: sea level rise.  Requires the Office of Planning and Research's (OPR) General Plan Guidelines to include advice that cities and counties can use to address the effects of climate change and sea level rise.  Among other information, OPR must rely on technical information developed by the Ocean Protection Council and make it available to cities & counties through state websites.  OPR must also  
consult with the California Coastal Commission.  
	MONITOR
	8/30/07 

2 year bill


	SB 412

(Simitian)
	State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission: natural gas.  Requires the California Energy Commission (CEC) to conduct a liquefied natural gas (LNG) needs assessment study to be completed by November 1, 2008.  Requires the study to include a finding as to whether natural gas supplies can meet projected  demand without importing LNG.  Precludes the Governor, or a state or local entity from approving the construction or operation of a LNG facility until the report is issued, or until  November 1, 2008, whichever comes first.
	MONITOR
	8/30/07
2 year bill

	SB 1016

(Wiggins)
	Diversion.  Annual report.  This bill authorizes the California Integrated Waste Management Board to allow a city or a county that has diverted more than 50 percent of solid waste through source reduction recycling, and composting activities to submit the required annual report on a biennial basis.
	MONITOR

League is watching
	7/2/07 

Assembly Natural Resources

Hearing postponed



	SB 1020 

(Padilla)
	Solid Waste diversion.  Requires CIWMB, on or before July 1, 2009, to develop a strategic plan to achieve a 75% statewide diversion rate on or before January 1, 2020.  Specifies that the plan: 
             a)   Place primary emphasis on programs that minimize the generation of solid waste, maximize diversion from landfill disposal, and manage materials in accordance with the state's waste management hierarchy and in support of the  Calif Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006; 

             b)   Include specific statewide strategies to promote producer responsibility, increase commercial recycling, expand the recovery of construction & demolition debris, increase the diversion of organic materials, and increase recycling opportunities in multifamily housing;

             c)   Include specific strategies to enable each state agency to achieve a diversion rate of 75% on or before January 1,2015; and,

             d)   Identify incentives, investments, and environmentally sound processing technologies that will be needed to achieve the 75% diversion rate. 

          2)Requires CIWMB to adopt policies, programs, and incentives to  

ensure a statewide diversion rate of 60% by December 21, 2012 & 75% by January 1, 2020.  
	MONITOR


	8/30/07

2 year bill



HOUSING

	AB 1053

(Nunez & Laird)
	Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of 2006: expenditure. The Act authorizes the issuance of bonds in the amount of $2,850,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law. Proceeds from the sale of these bonds must be used to finance various existing housing programs, capital outlay related to infill development, brownfield cleanup that promotes infill development, and housing-related parks. The act establishes the Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund of 2006 in the State Treasury, requires the sum of $850,000,000 to be deposited in the Regional Planning, Housing, and Infill Incentive Account, which the act establishes in the fund, and makes the money in the account available, upon appropriation, for infill incentive grants for capital outlay related to infill housing development and other related infill development, and for brownfield cleanup that promotes infill housing development and other related infill development consistent with regional and local plans, subject to the conditions and criteria that the Legislature may provide in statute. This bill would require the sum of $100,000,000 to be transferred, upon appropriation, from the account to the California Pollution Control Financing Authority for the authority's California Recycle Underutilized Sites (CALReUSE) program established under specified state regulations, to be expended for brownfield cleanup that promotes infill housing development, and for other, related development, consistent with regional and local plans. This bill contains other related provisions.
	MONITOR

League supports in concept

CSAC opposed
	9/12/07 

To enrollment



	AB 1254

(Caballero)
	Property Tax Reward. Affordable Housing. Would, for the 2008-09 fiscal year and each fiscal year thereafter to the 2014-15 fiscal year, inclusive, require the county auditor to reduce the total amount of ad valorem property tax revenue otherwise required to be allocated to the county ERAF by the countywide affordable housing amount, as defined, and to increase the amount of ad valorem property tax revenue otherwise required to be allocated to a qualified local agency, as defined, by that agency's affordable housing amount. This bill would specify that a qualified local agency's affordable housing amount is equal to the ad valorem property tax revenue lost by the agency as a result of the granting

of a specified exemption from property taxes for affordable housing developments for which certificates of occupancy are issued on or after January 1, 2008.
	SUPPORT

3/22/07

League sponsored

(Letter sent 3/30/07 to Asm Local Gov Comm) 
	5/31/2007

Assembly Appropriations Committee

Held under submission

	AB 1256

(Caballero)
	Density Bonus Law. Would exempt a city, county, or city and county from complying with the density bonus requirement, and the incentive and concession requirement, if the local government has in effect a local inclusionary ordinance.
	SUPPORT

3/22/07

League sponsored

(Letter sent 3/30/07 to Asm Local Gov Comm)


	Assembly Local Government Committee


	SB 46 

(Perata)
	Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of 2006: Regional Planning, Housing, and Infill Incentive Account.  The Act authorizes the issuance of $2,850,000,000 in bonds pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law. Proceeds from the sale of these bonds must used to finance various existing housing programs, capital outlay related to infill development, brownfield cleanup that promotes infill development, and housing-related parks. The act establishes the Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund of 2006 in the State Treasury, requires the sum of $850,000,000 to be deposited in the Regional Planning, Housing, and Infill Incentive Account, which the act establishes in the fund, and makes the money in the account available, upon appropriation, for infill incentive grants for capital outlay related to infill housing development and other related infill development, and for brownfield cleanup that promotes infill housing development and other related infill development consistent with regional and local plans, subject to the conditions and criteria that the Legislature may provide in statute.  Requires the Department of Housing & Community Development, upon appropriation by the Legislature of the funds in the Regional Planning, Housing, and Infill Incentive Account for certain purposes, to establish and administer a competitive grant program to allocate those funds to selected qualifying infill projects, as defined, for capital outlay related to infill housing development and related infill infrastructure needs .
	MONITOR

League is watching
	7/16/07

2 year bill


	SB 303

(Ducheny)
	Local Government:  housing.  Requires every California city's general plan to encompass a planning and  projection period of 20 years and set aside enough land  with appropriate zoning to supply housing at all income levels for the projected population growth. Significantly amended but still concerns – most notably reduction of the cities’ allocation of Prop. 42 funds from 20% to 15%.  Also adds requirements to the Open Space element of the General Plan.
	OPPOSE

3/22/07

League opposed

(Ltr to Sen Transp & Housing  3/24/07; Ltr sent 5/19/07 to Sen Approp.; to Asm Local Gov 6/27/07)
	7/3/07

Assembly Local Government Comm.



	SB 732

(Steinberg)
	The Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006, an initiative statute approved by the voters at the November 7, 2006, statewide general election makes about $5.4 billion in bond funds available for safe drinking water, water quality and supply, flood control, natural resource protection, and park improvements. The Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of 2006, a bond measure (Proposition 1C) approved by the voters at the November 7, 2006, statewide general election, makes available upon appropriation by the Legislature $200,000,000 for housing-related parks grants in urban, suburban, and rural areas, subject to the conditions and criteria that the Legislature may provide by statute . This bill would require the various departments that are to implement the provisions of the initiative, among other things, to develop and adopt guidelines and regulations, consult with other entities, conduct studies, and follow certain procedures for establishing a project, or grant or loan program implementing the initiative. 
	MONITOR

League is watching
	9/11/07 

2 year bill


	SB 934

(Lowenthal)
	Housing and Infrastructure Zones. Would establish a pilot project allowing for the formation, under criteria developed by specified councils of governments and the Secretary of Business, Transportation and Housing, of 100 housing and infrastructure zones in the state.
	MONITOR

League sponsored
	5/31/2007

Senate Appropriations Committee

Held under submission.




PUBLIC SAFETY

	SB 266

(Steinberg)
	Motor Vehicles. Speed Contests. Forfeiture. Existing law makes a motor vehicle that is used in an unlawful

motor vehicle speed contest subject to a one-day to 30-day impoundment. This bill would allow a county or city to adopt an ordinance providing for declaring those vehicles a nuisance subject to forfeiture and specify provisions that the ordinance must contain. 
	MONITOR

League sponsored
	5/08/2007

Senate Appropriations Committee  


REVENUE AND TAXATION

	AB 640

(de la Torre)
	Water Replenishment Districts.  AMENDED INTO STUDY BILL.  Requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to study a Southern California groundwater basin to determine underflow between its two sub-basins & the appropriate water replenishment assessment for each basin.  Specifically, this bill requires:
1)DWR to conduct a study to determine "the basin specific charges, including underflow, in each basin" in the Southern California Water Replenishment District (SCWRD).

2)Submission of the study to the Legislature by January 1, 2010.  
	OPPOSE

4/26/07

(concept opposed 2/20/07 - letter sent  & to Lieu 6/4/07))


	2 year bill

	SCA 12 

(Torlakson)
	Local government: property-related fees.  Would additionally exclude fees and charges for stormwater and urban runoff management from Proposition 218 approval requirements for the imposition or increase of a property-related fee or charge.
	SUPPORT

(6/28/07) 

(Ltr faxed to Sen E,R,CA 6/29/07)

League supports
	9/11/07

Two Year Bill

 


TRANSPORTATION

	AB 889

(Lieu)
	Green Line subway to LAX - Creation of the Metro Green Line Construction Authority to oversee the design and construction of a coastal extension of the Metro Green Line to the north and south, including an initial segment to the Los Angeles International Airport.
	MONITOR
	5/31/2007

Assembly Appropriations Committee

Held under submission.



	SB 445

(Torlakson)
	Road User Task Force – AMENDED - Creates a 14-member Task Force  to recommend mechanisms for funding transportation system maintenance & expansion as alternatives to  current system of taxing road users through per-gallon fuel taxes.
	SUPPORT

(5/24/07) 

(Ltr to Asm Trans 6/27/07)


	7/2/07

Assembly Transportation Committee

Hearing cancelled by author



	SB 286

(Lowenthal)
	Transportation Bonds: Implementation. AMENDMENTS IN ITALICS - Requires first payments of bond funds for local street & road purposes to be allocated by the Controller no later than 1/1/08.   Would also require the Controller to use the population figures from the Department of Finance as of 1/1/07, in making allocations to cities.  Minimum $400,000/city.  Requires  applicant for these funds to submit a list of projects expected to be funded with bond funds to the Department of Finance. The bill would require funds to be expended within 3 fiscal years from the date of allocation, and would require unexpended funds to be returned to the Controller for reallocation.  Makes other related changes.  This is urgency legislation.
	SUPPORT

3/22/07

League sponsored

(Letter sent To Sen Transp & Housing Comm 4/5/07; Ltr sent 5/19/07 to Sen Approp. Comm; to Asm Trans 6/27/07)
	2 year bill



	SB 375

(Steinberg)
	Transportation planning: travel demand models: Requires the California Transportation Commission, by April 1, 2008, to adopt guidelines for the use of travel demand models used in the development of regional transportation plans by certain regional transportation planning agencies. The bill would require the Dept of Transportation to assist the commission, on request, in this regard, & would impose other related requirements. Also requires the Air Resources Board to provide each region with greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for 2020 and 2050.
	  OPPOSE
(8/07)

	9/12/07
2 year bill
 

	SB 974

(Lowenthal)
	Ports: congestion relief: environmental mitigation:  regulatory fee.    Requires the Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach, and Oakland to collect a user fee on the owner of container cargo moving through their port at a rate of $30 per twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU).
   Requires the Ports of Los Angeles & Long Beach to transmit 1/2 of the funds the fee to the Southern California Port Congestion Relief Trust Fund, which the bill would establish in the State Treasury, and 1/2 to the Southern California Port Mitigation Relief Trust Fund, which the bill would establish in the State Treasury. 

   Moneys would be in the Trust Fund for expenditure by the California Transportation Commission exclusively for  funding projects that improve the flow and efficiency of container cargo to and from those ports, and funding the administrative costs of this program.

   Moneys would be available for expenditure by the State Air Resources Board to develop a list of projects to mitigate environmental pollution caused by the movement of cargo to and from those ports, and for the administration of this program. The bill would prohibit moneys deposited in either of the funds from being loaned or transferred to, or allocated or appropriated in any other way to, the General Fund.

   This bill would authorize the Infrastructure and

Economic Development Bank to enter into financing

agreements with participating parties to finance or refinance port congestion relief projects and port

mitigation relief projects. The bank would be authorized to issue revenue bonds. User fees on container ships would secure any revenue bonds.
	  SUPPORT

(5/24/07)

(Ltr faxed to Asm Nat. Resources 6/24/07; faxed to Asm Trans 6/29/07)
	7/10/07

Assembly Appropriations Committee

8/22/07 in Suspense

Two Year Bill – 9/07




OTHER

	AB 391

(Lieu)
	Air Quality. South Coast Air Quality Management District. Board Membership. This bill would increase the number of members on the south coast district board  from 12  to 13. It would add the cities of Calabasas and Malibu to the list of cities included in the western region of Los Angeles County.
	SUPPORT

(Letter sent to author 4/3/07)

	Assembly Local Government Committee



	AB 411

(Emmerson)

&

SB 709 (Dutton)
	Over-Concentration of Residential Care Facilities. Existing law permits a city and county to request denial of a residential care facility license on the basis of overconcentration of residential care facilities. This bill would permit a city or county to submit to the Director

of Social Services additional documentation and evidence regarding the siting of a proposed residential care facility designed for 6 or fewer residents. The bill would authorize the director, after review of the

information submitted by a city or county, to suggest that the applicant consider alternative siting locations.
	  SUPPORT

(5/24/07)

League sponsored
	AB 411:  

5/31/2007

Assembly Appropriations Committee 

Held under submission.

SB 709:  

5/31/2007

Senate Appropriations Committee

Held under submission.



	AB 1654

(Huffman)
	Mail ballot elections: statewide and local elections. Would permit any election in a city, county, or district to be conducted as an all-mailed ballot election
	 SUPPORT

3/22/07 

(Letter sent to Asm Elections & Redistrict Comm 4/8/07
	Assembly Elections & Redistricting Committee



	SB 6

(Oropeza)
	Flood Control.  Requires local jurisdictions to prepare for the impact of global warming by requiring public agencies to include the impact of climatic change on sea level when considering subdivision applications and flood risk.
	MONITOR
	Senate Local Government Committee
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