South Bay Cities Council of Governments

Livable Communities Working Group
Wednesday, October 21, 2009
Meeting Minutes
I.
Welcome & Introductions – called to order 2:35 pm
II. Minutes for September 23, 2009 – Receive and File

Jacki – promoted SBESC’s  ‘Build it Green’ flyer

· AB811 – will talk a lot about it at every meeting;  Green Task Force meetings
III.
Torrance's Vision - Maintaining a Balanced Community.
Laura Stetson, AICP Vice President, Hogle-Ireland, Inc
And Torrance Staff

· Start thinking about what SB 375 means to your cities

· Torrance GP started before SB375 came out

· City of Torrance incorporated 1911 ; not 1 of top 10 employers in Torrance is government-related – more transportation related

· Torrance motto – ‘A balanced city’

· 2nd largest mall in US – Del Amo Mall
· 2 major hospitals – help the sick and offer jobs

· Great parks and a beach in Torrance

· 49% of city is residential 

· Why update GP? From mid ‘90’s – Industrial replaced with housing; more homes = increase in traffic
· Torrance GP Approach: Took a standard approach – the elements: land use, circulation and infrastructure; community rsrc, housing, noise, safety
· GP Process – community very involved ; staff worked w/ community
· GP Advisory Committee – Torrance used their Planning Commission; library/water/community/disaster/youth commissions as well.

· Went and spoke to Home Owners Associations

· After all the outreach, two outcomes city found:

1. Land use designation changes limited to focused areas that will benefit from new investment and reuse

2. Circulation system improvements

· Change Areas: see diagram (1 – 7) ; Question: Did you pass these changes by your City Council?  Torrance: Kept them in the loop continuously but not formally
· For Torrance a Mix of Uses – Concentration of destinations, range of residential densities, residential – office, HBCSP options, ‘Right-sized’ building forms, respect historic patterns
· “mixed use’ in Torrance – vertical mixed use

· Mobility Objectives – coordinated safe street network, maintain at least level Service D, meet parking needs, encourage and accommodate alternative transportation

· Ted: Transit Center – closing escrow now – Torrance is a built out community; this large parcel of land – almost 15 acres – vacant land - became available to Torrance; next to arterials, railways, the location/parcel presented itself and accommodated our needs, bus lines coming in, etc. ; along the right-of-way;
· Sustainable Practices – How does this GP address SB375?
Concentration of major destinations: employment and entertainment; commercial centers clustered at nodes; housing for all incomes; a well-defined, adaptable road network; a balanced city

Discussion/Questions

· Where are you now w/Torrance GP? By end of year ; Zoning amendments will come later
· Torrance didn’t have a lot of ‘change areas’ – very lucky, community pretty happy w/what it has
· A final EIR has been drafted and is going concurrently with the GP for Torrance
· Drafts are available online – City of Torrance

IV.
Prospects for a Sub-regional SCS


Wally

· The upcoming Compass project will show examples elsewhere and opportunities in the SB
· We will identify changes to GP; Changes to implementation of GP since 2005
V.  
Updates – PPR 2301 and its Best Management Practices,

Regional Target Advisory Committee (RTAC) Recommendations


SCAG’s data collection and regional outreach processes for SB 375


Wally
· See hand-out – sample best management practices
· RTAC Report – made a determination of the metrics – percent per capita GHG emissions compared to base year of 2005 – not metric tons
· This is not affected by population growth

· SCAG data collection – everyone has met w/them except Lomita and RHE ; 
· All of them need to be in by Oct. 31st ; Torrance has an extension

· Major probs w/home occupation zones on the Data Sets for most cities – Jacki to talk to SCAG ; Mojah to call all cities to see if they can meet Oct. 31st deadline
VI.  
Other Business
Jacki – compass grant – Riverside County – may do LUV
Wally Compass:project about to begin
Arrowhead conference:  Felix spoke on batteries and alternate fuel for cars; economist there talking about future of economy; not L-shaped ; failed commercial mortgages, 
Jacki – Gov. signed a bill for energy to be sold back to grid
No meeting in November – SCAG meeting in Ontario – so LCWG will be now Dec. 2nd; 


Meeting Adjourned at 4:33 pm 






