South Bay Cities Council of Governments
Infrastructure Working Group Meeting of January 28, 2009 – Minutes

Attendees: Steve Huang, Chair (Redondo Beach); Farrokh Abolfathi and Victor Rollinger (Carson); Dana Greenwood and Maryam Jonas (El Segundo); John Felix, Michael Duran and Frank Bigdeli (Gardena); Frank Senteno, Ken Reamey and Homayoun Behboodi (Hermosa Beach); Hal Suetsugu (Inglewood); Art Cervantes and Marlene Miyoshi (Lawndale); Wendell Johnson (Lomita); Michael Guerrero (Manhattan Beach); John Mate, Sylvia Glazer, Tim Shea and Gwendolyn Parker (Redondo Beach); Sam Wise and Greg Grammer (Rolling Hills Estates); Sepideh Sedadi, Ted Semaan, and John Dettle (Torrance); Andres Narvaez, Armond Ghazarran, Paul Choy, and Dave Pilker (Los Angeles County DWP); Alan Patashnick (Metro); Anthony Cole (Caltrans); Marcella Low (The Gas Company); Eric Boyd (Congresswoman Laura Richardson’s Office); 
I. Funding – Federal, State, and Prop. 1B – Patrick DeChellis, LA County DWP
The current financial situation at the State level in summary – The State has proposed to defer gas tax money, Prop. 42 until the 4th quarter payment.  Gas tax funds are proposed to be paid back to cities with half back in Sept. and other half Oct. Bridge retrofit and safety projects are the only projects moving forward.  State Economic stimulus Prop. 1B ran out of money because selling bonds is difficult.  Mr. DeChellis advised cities get their projects submitted for stimulus as soon as possible.  The State is accelerating the Prop. 1-B for projects that can be spent by Dec. 09.  Cities will receive two allocations. 

At the Federal level in summary – Economic stimulus: Senate and House each have a plan; therefore currently there are two versions.  The House version must be spent in 90 days which means the contract for construction must be awarded within 90 days starting from Feb. 18.  In order for cities to meet this deadline, they need to have the PESS done by Feb. 19.  Environmental studies must be into Caltrans by Feb. 6.   By March 15 everything needs to be turned into Caltrans.  Caltrans needs to have everything approved by the end of March.  This schedule was set by the State DOT.  Caltrans made a commitment to meet this tight time frame work.  They are working on it right now.  California will get $30 billion.  The current proposal is to split the amount by a 1/3, so cities would receive 1/3.  $100 million is being proposed to be shared by Metro.  Metro says they need most of the funding for the I-405.  The numbers have not been decided on yet.  Cities should remember that this stimulus is not about infrastructure, it is about jobs.  The State of Utah has submitted a plan larger than the State of Ca. for this funding.  If states don’t use these funds, they go back to the Feds. The County will be spending their funding by doing simple overlays with no concrete work.  There are some streets that are shared with South Bay Cities and there is a potential for joint projects.  The stimulus must be used on federally allowed roads.  It might be best for cities to use the funding on road rehab and not new projects for capacity enhancing due to the tight timeframe.
The IWG members asked if Caltrans would to put together a packet to send to all cities.  SBCCOG staff will follow up.   
The County is proposing that the cities and county deserve more of the funding split.  As the TIP amendments are due soon, this may be an opportunity to stress what cities need to get done.  
IWG members asked:

· “How long do you have to spend the money?” Answer:  2 years to spend, but cities must start invoicing Caltrans or the funds will de-obligated.  
· “Is there enough supply of contractors and materials?” Answer:  The County has contacted some suppliers and contractors to check on this and was told that they could meet the demand.

II. Metro 2009 Call for Project – Alan Patashnick, Metro

Metro is preparing an on-line application which is scheduled to be available this week.  All cities will be receiving a hard copy in Feb.  Applications will be due in April 2009.  Review and rankings will be completed by June 2009.  There was a delay in releasing the funding amounts per category because Metro was not sure what the funding levels would be due to the State issues and the passing of the bond.  South Bay will have at Call for Projects workshop on Feb. 10 at the Torrance Airport.  Also, there will be a workshop on Feb. 24 at Metro headquarters.  
To start preparing their applications, cities should work off of the 2007 amounts per category, but a estimate a little lower.    For projects awarded funding in this Call, funding will be available in 2014 or 2015.  Metro might be able to make funds available sooner. 
III. Agency Reports

· SBCCOG – Kim Fuentes reporting:  Goods Movement study is almost complete and the final draft will be released in Feb for quick review by cities.  KOA’s contract is over Feb. 28.  This review is the final opportunity for cities to provide comments.
· County – Jane White reporting: Paul Choy is a new person working with the South Bay.  City of Torrance awarded on the TMS contract on Feb. 10.  On the current bids there is good news, the County is receiving bids for projects lower because the materials cost have gone down.  The County is looking at what to should be submitted for the Call.  Cities were encouraged to provide any information they have on traffic volumes, etc.  Iteris is doing field observations to find out what locations would be best for enhancements to the system.   The TSP projects are winding down – most are complete or under construction.  
· Metro – Alan P. reporting:  TAC meeting Feb. 4 next Wed.  9:30 to 11:00 or noon.  Funding sources will be discussed. 
· Caltrans – Tony Cole reporting: Caltrans is under as much uncertainty as cities.  
IV. Other Business - none
