

ITEM VI.B.


 South Bay Cities Council of Governments

January 22, 2009
TO:        SBCCOG Board of Directors

FROM:  Steering Committee

RE:        Time Critical Actions of Steering Committee since last Board meeting
The Steering Committee has been delegated the authority by the Board of Directors to take action on any time critical issues that require it in those months that the Board of Directors does not meet.  
In December the Steering Committee took action to:
· Metro Deputy Selection:   Enter into a contract with Mike Bohlke to be the new Deputy for Metro Board member Pam O’Connor replacing Claudette Moody.  Mike worked for former Supervisor Yvonne Braithwaite Burke for the last 16 years in the same capacity.  He was selected after the review of 18 resumes and an interview conducted with representatives of the Westside Cities and South Bay Cities Councils of Governments, Torrance Transit and Pam O’Connor.  His compensation will remain at the budgeted level - $42,500 for the remainder of the fiscal year.

· Compensation increase for Climate Action consultant:  Heidi Aten was retained by the South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) in May 2008 to help each South Bay city develop its emission inventory to establish their baseline carbon footprint.  This work will serve as a basis for responding to rules and regulations dealing with climate change that are anticipated to be passed such as SB375.  Heidi’s contract was funded by a special assessment from each city which totaled $69,500.   In the last 6 months, Heidi has done an excellent job of getting each city well on its way.  Because of the type and quality of the work that she has done, it was recommended that the level of her compensation be adjusted.  The Steering Committee approved an increase from $21/hour to $26/hour starting January 1, 2009 which remains within the budget from the special assessments..
· SBESC:

· Office space contract:  The 3 year lease is up on the current location as of January 31, 2009.  Staff and some board members have been looking at other space for the last few months.  Over 15 sites were visited.   The Steering Committee approved a 3 year lease for 15901 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 400 in Lawndale.  Rent will go from $2.03/ sq. foot to $1.70/sq. foot.  The total amount of space will go from 2906 sq. ft. to 3108 sq. ft.

· 09-11 Partnership & Bridge Funding:  The Steering Committee approved a contract with SCE and the Gas Company for bridge funding so that our partnership will continue uninterrupted until final contracts are approved.  It could take another 6 months since the CPUC is still hearing pertinent issues.  
· Website update:  The Steering Committee approved a contract with Factory 47 Design to host the SBESC website for 2 years @ $100 and to re-design the site for a cost of $1650.
In January the Steering Committee took action to:
· SBESC:
· Office move:  Enter into a contract with Walsh Moving and Storage for $1650 to move our office as of January 24, 2009 from Torrance to Lawndale.  4 bids were received and this was the only fixed price and had excellent references.
· Engineering firm selection – Contract with PS2 Engineering to work with public agencies in the South Bay on energy and water audits and projects.  3 firms were asked to submit proposals and were interviewed.
More information on each of these actions is available on request.
RECOMMENDATION
Receive and file
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