South Bay Cities Council of Governments

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

January 13, 2009 Minutes
Attendees:  Ellen Perkins (Chair, Palos Verdes Estates), Pat Aust & Steve Diels (Redondo Beach), Judy Mitchell (Rolling Hills Estates), Robert Pullen-Miles (Lawndale/Senator Jenny Oropeza), Mike Bohlke (Metro Deputy), Edgar Saenz (Congresswoman Maxine Waters), David Cline (Congresswoman Jane Harman), Irving Pacheco (Assemblyman Ted Lieu), Bill Orton (Senator Rod Wright), Teresa Acosta (League of Cities) & Jacki Bacharach (SBCCOG)
I.
Call to Order & Self Introductions
II.
Motion to accept and file report of the Posting of the Agenda - ACCEPTED
III.        Review SBCCOG Annual Legislative Agenda 
(3 attachments – 2008 agenda, 2009 draft agenda & new timely issues memo) –    draft Leg. Agenda & Timely Issues approved for recommendation to the Board
IV.        Reports from Other Agencies
A. League of California Cities – 1) Feb. 13 SB 375 meeting in Lakewood.  2) LCC asking for responses to shortfall from cities.  Ask Teresa for more information on the responses to bring to Board meeting.  LCC trying to also meet with legislators re: budget issues. 3) RDAs are suing the state to say that it is illegal to take RDA funds.  4) Feb. 18 – meeting and reception with ICA, CCCA, and LCC in Pasadena @ Westin to honor incoming President Judy Mitchell.  REQUESTED INFO FROM ACOSTA RE: RDA IMPACTS AND UPDATE RE: THOSE FUNDS.  ACOSTA WILL FIND OUT WHEN SHIREY WILL BE IN L.A. TO MEET WITH US.
B. AQMD – January 23 Technology Committee meeting for NEV grant.
C. L.A. Metro - Transportation Funding, State & Federal legislation – Bohlke –1.  STATE - STA funding is going away and so will the gas tax.  To be replaced with a fee structure of 39 cents for streets and highways but not for public transit.  Some question as to whether it will be litigated.  More flexibility for legislature is the theory.  Prop. 1B funding going away and other bond projects in jeopardy.  Could have a deleterious impact on Measure R – up to $2.5 billion over next 10 years.  Saenz - Breaks the bond of trust with the electorate.   Losing transit funds will greatly impact municipal operators too. Metro will be holding meetings with municipal operators to coordinate cuts.
2.  FEDERAL – expect up to $800 million of highway and transportation funds – will be distributed on a formula basis using existing formulas.  Shovel ready – 50% for projects ready within a year.

3.  New RFP for federal lobbying team for metro
4.  Metro would be less interested in funds going through CTC because it is more northern dominated.
D. SCAG – SB 375 update  - SCAG wants subregions to do it.  No real penalty for not doing an SCS – just not as eligible for other funding.
E. West Basin Municipal Water District – no report
VI.        Reports from Legislative Representatives – SPEAKER WANTS TO EXPEDITE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING TO PROTECT JOBS
A. Saenz - Westside field rep for Waters – 10th term.  Chr of Housing and Community Opportunities subcommittee.  Burris to be seated.  She for it.  She on Meet the Press discussing Obama’s challenge re: black community.  She voted con resolution supporting Israel’s incursion in Gaza.  7.2% unemployment rate – fear it will go to 9%.  $775 billion is current Obama stimulus- $100 billion is for infrastructure.  $300 billion – tax cuts to middle class.  2nd ½ of first bailout was asked to be released but Waters and others angry that the initial funds weren’t used for foreclosure mitigation and tainted assets, etc.  So more conditions will be placed on the funds.  Obama will name a federal chief technology officer – 1st one.  January 7 – Santa Councilman Herb Katz died.

B. Pullen-Miles – Oropeza – 3 pieces of legislation – handout.  1) Caterers can direct food to non-profits. 2) smoking ban at parks and beaches and 3)cargo theft at ports.

He will be in D.C. (FEBRUARY 24) next month for Lawndale for infrastructure finance for Lawndale – GET HIM TALKING POINTS 
January 29 – Town Hall at Westchester Library @ 6 pm.  Guest speaker is Sec. of State Debra Bowen.  Chair of Democratic Caucus.

C. Pacheco – Lieu - $40 billion deficit.  Democrats introduced economic stimulus.  Lots of funding for transportation and transit.  Vetoed.  Chair of Rules.  Need fair share from D.C.  He has filed to run for Attorney General in 2010.
D. Cline – Harman – handout. S-chip (state childrens’ health insurance program) to be voted on tomorrow – she supported, Bush had vetoed.  TARP funding votes expected – possible restrictions and executive compensation limits.  Resolution introduced to disapprove of 2nd half of bailout funds – she is skeptical.  Mitchell – should be some accountability re: reporting back and should be conditions on the funds.
E. Orton – Wright – represents PV cities and San Pedro/Wilmington area.  Long Beach Freeway connects the district.  1) He opposes Metro’s current congestion pricing toll project – 1 year pilot.  NEED TO CLARIFY THE PRESENTATION.  2) Chair of Governmental Organization and chairs a budget subcommittee.  3) $41 billion operating hole.  Republican budget – borrow & chop ($22 billion).  Dead on arrival.  Democratic budget – bypassed the 2/3 vote for new fees – tax increase and cuts in equal measure – vetoed.  Governor’s budget is the only one on the table.  Actively meeting with leadership.  Halted lots of infrastructure projects throughout the state.  Worst hole that state has ever seen.  State furlough – 2 days a month – every other Friday for state executive agencies.  = 10% wage cut and could save $1 billion.  Labor taking it to court.
VII.       GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
VIII.       Diels - State is taking $5 from the parking tickets – Acosta to check as 
             to why and if more.

IX.         Public Comment 


VIII.      Next meeting – February 10, 2009 
IX.        Adjourn
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