South Bay Cities Council of Governments

Livable Communities Working Group
Wednesday, January 21, 2009
Attendees: Angela Mason (Hermosa Beach), Tara Freese (Hermosa Beach), Charles Felix (Lomita), Debbie Lawrence (Los Angeles),  Susana Franco-Rogan (LA County), Kathleen McCune (Metro), Dennis Kobata (Torrance Transit), Jacki Bacharach, Wally Siembab, Sahar Sedadi (SBCCOG) 

Meeting Minutes

I. Welcome & Introductions  

· Meeting was called to order at 2:40 pm

· Self-introductions were made

II. Minutes – Receive and File
· Accepted
III.
The New San Pedro Community Plan: Land Use Policies for a Sustainable and Livable Community
· Wally introduced Debbie Lawrence, Community Planner, City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning
· See attached copy of slides
Presentation Overview:
· Mobility & Public Facilities added to Community Plans

· 35 Plans in the City of LA

· 13 of these Plans, including San Pedro, are being revised

· Population of San Pedro – 2000 Census:  76,177 ; 2030 SCAG adjusted to 83,152
· Plan Adoption Process – It is a 36-month process:  
1. Survey  6/06
2. Workshop 11/08
3. Drafting policies – Fall/Winter ‘09
4. EIR Planning Commission
· Single-family homes not touched

· Zoning is being changed, not the land use reservations

· General Plan and Zoning are not consistent

· AB32 Issues: port pollution, access limited, lots of congestion, car dependency heavy

· New Approach: 

1. Update all 35 Plans
2. Adjust SCAG Population (88,000 reduced to 83,152)
3. Plan for targeted growth centers & mixed use areas

4. Better coordination with regional and local agencies for collaboration

· Best Practice Framework: 

1. Create safe, attractive community for walkers and bicyclists

2. Orient new development to capitalize on transit system investments/services

3. Adopt policies that promote compact and efficient development in new and existing communities

4. Increase transportation choices

5. Establish planning process that encourages reducing greenhouse gas emissions

· Looking at alternate mitigation measures

· Compact Development – Encourage:

1. Certain areas for high-rises

2. Mixed-uses

3. A dense urban form in mixed-use centers

· How do you pick an area for increased density?

1. Exclude single-family 

2. Left with industrial commercial multi-family areas

3. Put them where there are other tall buildings and where transit exists “such as it is.”

· Quality of Life Policies:  
1. Related to SB375

2. Increase density and capacity in downtown San Pedro

· Transit Goals:
1. Increase transit – people are heavily dependent on cars

2. Require bike racks & amenities like lockers in the transit center by Ports O’Call

3. Develop shuttle, trolley, or other local connector to implement a “park once” concept

4. Consider valet parking

· Wally identified 5 differences between the SBCCOG strategy and the City’s strategy in San Pedro:

1. Commercial density should be distributed rather than concentrated

2. Mixed use should be horizontal rather than vertical.

3. Mobility should be based on private options rather than public transit – a demonstration of neighborhood electric vehicles is planned

4. Spatial distribution of functionality is a more important variable than residential density.

5. Planning to reduce transportation demand should be based on a 3 square mile suburban village overlay.

IV.  
Updates: Neighborhood Vehicle Friendly Initiative, SB 375 implementation, and AQMD’s PR2301 
· Program should be running by March 1st
· SBCCOG  went to AQMD to request a grant to deploy neighborhood electric vehicles (NEV) in several communities including RHE and El Segundo ; possible pizza delivery usage
· Santa Monica is interested in working with the COG and possibly Cal Start on expanding the number of NEVs that would be deployed to as many as 1,000 vehicles

V.  
Discussion of upcoming LCWG Agendas – Focus on SB 375 implementation (possible city presentations re: growth policies, development targets, etc.) 
· Wally asked if Hermosa Beach and Lomita could make a presentation regarding planning and thoughts on future development.  Answer was yes.
VI.  
Review this month’s handouts:  Fazilka to have first “car-free city” concept in India; World unaware as oil dries up; Two Billion Cars: Transforming a Culture; Russian Professor Predicts End of US; The Green Station’s Zenn Car is here; BART explores slowing service to save money  


VII.
Other business
· Jacki stated that future meetings will take place at the new SBESC office in Lawndale.  Next meeting is Feb. 18th
The Meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m.






