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August 23, 2007

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor, State of California

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:
SUPPORT SB 886 (NEGRETE MCLEOD)

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) strongly supports SB 886 (Negrete- McLeod), a bill that would increase the Board of the South Coast Air Quality Management District by one voting member, as well as allow for a few AQMD’s around the state the opportunity to self determine who their Chairperson shall be.  We are hopeful that you will sign this important legislation.

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) has been the sponsor of the effort to increase municipal representation on the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Board and has worked hard over the last two years to develop a local consensus on legislative language.  The cities of Los Angeles County individually and through the League of Cities and the Councils of Governments as well as the members of the SCAQMD Board all came together to support the provisions of this legislation.  

The impetus for seeking a change in the SCAQMD Board structure first arose due to the unique situation of the Los Angeles County Western Sector cities.  The statute sets into law which cities are to be within the Western Sector and the procedure for the selection of that sector’s representative.  The City of Los Angeles is placed within the Western Sector and the law prescribes that the representative is selected by a majority of the cities with the majority of the population.  The practical, and historical, result is that the representative is always an elected official from the City of Los Angeles, or the board position is vacant.   

Another issue unique to the Western Sector is that, because the cities of that sector are specifically noted in statute, cities which have been more recently incorporated in the Western part of Los Angeles County are automatically placed in the Eastern Sector and are represented on the board by the Eastern Sector representative.  
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SB 886 resolves both of the issues identified by adding one seat to the SCAQMD Board for the Western Sector Cities and moving the cities of Calabasas and Malibu into the Western Sector.   
The SCAQMD Board is one of the most important and influential boards in our 4-county area.  Its decisions, policies, and regulations have enormous impact on each of our local governments, all businesses, and every individual living in the South Coast Air Basin.  In other words, its decisions will directly affect our health and safety, our economy, and our quality of life for decades to come.  All cities in its jurisdiction should be able to have direct representation at the board table.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we sincerely hope you sign this important legislation

Sincerely,
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COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS




Paul M. Nowatka, SBCCOG Chair
Councilman, City of Torrance

 cc:
Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod


Assemblymember Ted Lieu


Mr. Chris Kahn, Legislative Secretary
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